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DEATH STATISTICS. 2024 

 

Deaths in the Basque Country increased by 0.4% 
in 2024 

 

In the last 10 years, the age of death grew by 2.4 years, to 81.7 years old 
 
In 2024, 22,392 deaths were recorded in the Basque Country, which represents an 
increase of 0.4% compared with 2023, according to Eustat data. By province, Álava saw 
the biggest increase, with 3.8% more and a total of 3,026 deaths. It was followed by 
Bizkaia, with an increase of 1.3% and 12,041 deaths. On the other hand, Gipuzkoa saw 
a reduction of 2.5%, with 7,325 deaths. Compared with 2019, the year before the COVID-
19 pandemic, the total number of deaths has increased by 3.9%. 
 

 
 
In terms of months, July stands out, with an increase of 15.9% compared with the same 
month in 2023, with 1,854 deaths, although the rate remained below the peak of July 
2022.  
 

EUSKAL ESTATISTIKA ERAKUNDEA 

BASQUE STATISTICS INSTITUTE 



 

 

 
 EDEF 2024 

  

Page: 2 (4) 

EUSKAL ESTATISTIKA ERAKUNDEA 
BASQUE STATISTICS INSTITUTE 

 
 

The average age stood at 78.3 for men and 84.9 for women 
 
Considering the total number of deaths in 2024, there were 11,403 female deaths and 
10,989 male deaths. The average age of people who died in 2024 was 81.7 years of 
age, whereas ten years previously in 2014, the figure stood at 79.3, meaning that it has 
risen by 2.4 years over the course of the last decade.  
 
The average age at death amongst men in 2024 was 78.3, whilst the average age 
amongst women stood at 84.9. In 2014, the average ages were 76.2 and 82.6, 
respectively. Thus, over the course of the last 10 years, the average age at death of men 
has increased by 2.1 years, and that of women by 2.3 years. 
 
As regards child mortality, there were 26 deaths of children under one year of age in the 
Basque Country. Mortality amongst newborns, occurring within the first 28 days of life, 
registered 16 deaths, 6 of which were during the first 24 hours and another 6 in the first 
week. Among infants under 1 year, the majority of deaths recorded were boys (61.5%). 
 
In 2024, 545 people aged 100 or over died in the Basque Country (born in 1924 or 
before), of which 84.2% were women. This figure is seven deaths fewer than in 2023. 
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27.7% of deaths were due to tumours  
 
27.7% of the deaths that occurred in 2024, 6,212 deaths, were caused by tumours; next 
came circulatory system diseases, with 25.5% (5,716 deaths), followed in third place by 
mental and behavioural disorders, with 8.7% (1,938) and respiratory system diseases 
with 8.3% (1,864) in fourth place.  
 
The order of importance of the causes of death varies by sex. Among men, tumours 
caused more deaths than diseases of the circulatory system, whilst among women the 
main cause of death was diseases of the circulatory system, followed by tumours in 
second place. It is also worth noting that there was a higher percentage of women among 
deaths caused by mental and behavioural disorders, in contrast to that which occurred 
with those attributable to external causes, where there was a higher percentage of men. 
 
Furthermore, the cause of death varied in accordance with age. Amongst those aged 
under one, the most frequent causes of death were illnesses originating in the perinatal 
period; amongst those aged from 1 to 39, the majority of deaths were attributable to 
external causes, including accidents and suicides; amongst those aged between 40 and 
79, tumours were the highest cause of death, whilst amongst those aged 80 years or 
over, it was diseases of the circulatory system. 
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In 2024 there were a total 253 deaths where COVID-19 was the main cause (all 
confirmed by a specific analysis),1.1% of the total. Deaths resulting from this cause were 
down 29.3% on those recorded in 2023. 

 
Population growth was negative in all three provinces 
 
Population growth was negative, as there were 9,455 more deaths than births. There 
were negative balances in all three provinces: in Bizkaia this was 5,620 people, in 
Gipuzkoa 2,903, and in Álava 932. In 2023, the population growth rate was also negative, 
with 8,858 more deaths than births. 
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