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SURVEY ON POPULATION IN RELATION TO ACTIVITY. /2025

The unemployment rate remained at 7% in the first
guarter of 2025, after the number of employed people in
the Basque Country fell by 5,400 and the number of
unemployed people decreased by 1,300

Last year, the number of people in work increased by 8,500 and the unemployment
rate fell by nine tenths of a percentage point, from 7.9% to 7%

Data from the first quarter of 2025 on the labour market in the Basque Country showed 5,400 fewer
employed people and 1,300 fewer unemployed people than in the previous quarter, according to
Eustat data. There were an estimated 74,300 unemployed people and the figure for people in work
stood at 991,500 in the first quarter of 2025.

The unemployment rate of the Basque Country remained at 7% in comparison with the fourth quarter
of 2024. As a result of the evolution in the employed and unemployed population, the activity rate,
calculated on the basis of the population aged 16 and over, was 56% in the first quarter of 2025,
three tenths down on the previous quarter.

Employment rate of the population aged between 16 and 64 in
the Basque Country, by sex and quarter
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Source: EUSTAT Population with relation to activity survey

By province and compared to the previous quarter, there were 2,900 fewer people in work in
Gipuzkoa, 1,900 fewer in Alava and 600 fewer in Bizkaia. As regards to the capitals, there were
2,000 fewer people in work in San Sebastian, and 1,400 fewer in Vitoria-Gasteiz. However, there
were 1,900 more people in work in Bilbao.

The fall in employment affected both men and women; there were a 3,400 fewer men in work and
2,000 fewer women. With regards to nationality, the number of foreign nationals in work fell by 6,600
(-6.5%), however, the number of Spanish nationals in work rose by 1,200 (+0.1%).
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Employment fell in the services and primary sectors and rose in the construction
sector and industry

The employed population in the Basque Country decreased by 8,600 (-1.2%) in the services sector
and by 600 (-5.9%) in the primary sector. In contrast, in the construction sector it rose by 1,600
(2.8%) and in the industry sector it increased by 2,300 (1.2%).

The employment rate, calculated as the percentage of people in work aged 16 to 64 over the total
for these ages, fell by 0.6 percentage points compared to the previous quarter, standing at 70.7%.
This rate fell to 73.2% among men and 68.3% among women, respectively, 0.7 and 0.3 percentage
points down on the previous quarter. Amongst young people aged between 16 and 24, the
employment rate increased from 27.8% to 29.4%, 1.6 percentage points higher than the previous
quarter.

As regards nationality, the highest employment rate was recorded among Spanish nationals at 73%,
down 0.2 percentage points in respect of the previous quarter; whereas for foreign nationals it fell by
three points to stand at 55%.

By province, Gipuzkoa had the highest employment rate at 72.8%, 0.6 percentage points less than
the previous quarter. Alava was in second place with 71.1% and a drop of 0.3 percentage points;
and, lastly, in Bizkaia, the employment rate fell by 0.6 percentage points to 69.3%.

In relation to the types of contracts of salaried individuals, the number of people with permanent
contracts increased by 3,000 in respect of the previous quarter and, in relation to the first quarter of
the previous year, the increase was 23,100 people.

In six out of every ten households all active individuals were employed

In the first quarter of 2025 it was estimated that there were 926,200 households in the Basque
Country, of which a third did not have any active individuals, 1,100 fewer households than in the
previous quarter. In almost six out of every ten households, all of the active individuals were in work,
8,400 more families. Furthermore, households where all active individuals were unemployed stood
at 24,500, 2,500 fewer households than in the previous quarter.

The first quarter of 2025 posted an unemployment rate of 7%

The unemployed population in the Basque Country, i.e. individuals who are available for work,
actively making enquiries and seeking employment, was estimated to be 74,300 in the first quarter
of the year, 1,300 down on the previous quarter. The number of unemployed women, 36,800
individuals, decreased by 3,400, while the number of unemployed men rose by 2,200, reaching a
total of 37,600 for the quarter.

The data for the first quarter of 2025 revealed an unemployment rate of 7%, remaining stable
compared to the previous quarter. The female unemployment rate fell 0.6 percentage points to 7.1%
and the male unemployment rate rose by 0.4 percentage points to stand at 6.8%. Amongst young
people aged between 16 and 24, the unemployment rate was 13%, the same as the previous quarter.

With regards to nationality, the unemployed population figure decreased among Spanish nationals
by 5,000, standing at 52,600. Among foreign nationals, unemployment increased by 3,700, to stand
at 21,700 people out of work.
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By province, in Alava, the number of unemployed people fell by 1,400 to stand at 9,900, and the
unemployment rate decreased by 0.8 percentage points to stand at 6.1%. In Bizkaia, with 44,200
unemployed people, the number of people out of work remained stable, as did the unemployment
rate which stood at 8%. In Gipuzkoa, as in Bizkaia, both the number of unemployed people, 20,200,
and the unemployment rate, which stood at 5.7%, remained constant.

As regards the capitals, there were 800 fewer unemployed people in Vitoria-Gasteiz; while there
were 300 more unemployed people in Bilbao and 900 more in San Sebastidn in respect of the
previous quarter.

According to EUROSTAT, the Statistical Office of the European Union, in February 2025 the
deseasonalised unemployment rate of the European Union as a whole was 5.7% and that of Spain
was 10.4%.

Compared to the first quarter of 2024, the number of people employed rose by 8,500
and the unemployment rate fell by 0.9 percentage points

Last year, in comparison with the first quarter of 2024, there were 8,500 more people in work, an
increase of 0.9%. There were 4,300 more people working in the services sector; 4,000 more in the
construction sector; and 1,000 more in the agricultural sector. There were 600 fewer people working
in industry. Regarding unemployed people, the number of people out of work in the Basque Country
fell by 10,600 and the unemployment rate decreased by 0.9 percentage points (from 7.9% to 7%).

97.2% of average registered workers were employed, according to ILO criteria

It is calculated that there were 940,700 registered workers for the quarter on average in the Basque
Country, i.e. the number of individuals resident in the Basque Country who were registered for Social
Security, weighted by the number of days worked in the quarter. Of those, the PRA estimates that
97.2% were employed, a total of 914,600 individuals, according to criteria from the International
Labour Organisation (ILO).

Amongst those employed according to ILO criteria in the PRA, 44,300 people (4.5%) were not
registered in the Social Security system, because they belonged to public mutual societies for civil
servants, or because they were in other situations.

39.2% of unemployed people were not registered as being unemployed

It is estimated that there was a quarterly average of 90,100 unemployed people registered with
Lanbide, i.e. people residing in the Basque Country who were registered on Lanbide at the time of
the survey in any one of the categories designated for registered unemployment. Of those, 47.9%
were unemployed according to the ILO definition (43,200 people). 39.2% of unemployed people
according to the ILO definition in the PRA were not registered as unemployed with Lanbide (29,100
people), even though they may have been registered under other categories of job seeker.

Methodological note:

As in the first quarter of every year, Eustat has incorporated the newly available population data,
which has meant revising the 2023 data, which becomes definitive, and the 2024 data, which goes
on to be revised, with the population update obtained on 1 January this year. This has resulted in
changes to the data for every quarter. For example, the unemployment rate for the fourth quarter of
2024, which was 7.1%, according to the provisional data, is how 7% following the revision.
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Population with relation to activity in the Basque Country.

s V24 i
Thousand  Thousand  Thousand %

POPULATION AGED 16 AND OVER 19044 19054 40 a1
WORKING POPULATION 10658 10725 A7 45
Men 5509 5521 12 02
Womean 519 5205 £1:3 41
Aabaibiava 1606 1838 a2 20
B 5528 5533 a5 Q1
[T =25 3554 28 OB
Vikorin-Gediiz 188 129 21 A7
Bt 1675 1653 22 +13
Donosta / San Sebastion 04 905 42 413
Ciher Municipalies. GEez GME £-1: 08
Spanish natonaity o484 9522 48 04
Foresgn reionally 4 1203 28 24
EMPLOYED POPULATION w15 963 S 45
Mon 5133 5167 34 or
4782 4802 20 a4

Arbaiaa 1507 1525 18 a2
Bizkaam SIS LR 08 a1
Giurkoa 123 352 28 49
Vitoria-Gastelr ma 133 14 42
(== 1525 1505 “139 "3
Dionosta / San Schaslion 830 830 20 24
Ciher Municioaliies B0 680 ag 06
Spanish natonaity B M5 "2 +01
Fonegn nefionaity %7 wea £ 65
Agpiaturn, foresy and fehing 95 01 g6 69
Incusry 1286 wra3 23 2
Construcion 584 588 1B 28
Servoes T2 T 46 12
Salaned B35 sz 27 03
with i perenl conbricd GGG 6606 430 05
- - Wit lermparery convact and wilfoul conect 1569 1855 &7 a4
Unwaged 1880 s 27 1B
UNEMPLOYED POPULATION T3 56 13 AT
Nen e 54 22 652
Weamen %8 402 34 85
16 -24 yoars 91 B4 07 +83
2544 yoars nr na 06 3
45 years and over 335 361 26 12
Arbaiaa 29 13 A4 124
Bkan Mz a2 00 00
Giarkoa 202 02 00 0D
Vitoria-Gastelr 78 BE 08 A3
Bao 150 wr +03 20
Donostia / San Sobestian 64 55 0% +IG64
Cther Municipalies. 451 A48T 16 a4
[Lomp——— 526 56 50 A7
Forsign nafionalty anr 180 A7 +A0E
INACTIVE POPULATION B385 8328 #5607
HOUSEHOLDS 262 9251 1 +1
Househoids wilh acive indhidusis. eng 6095 22 04
- Al emgioyed 18 5434 YR
- Al Lnemgpioyed 45 20 25 43
Hesohoicks witoul achve: icdhad eks IS5 W56 A1 03

The dta for the cment yesr i i

Jeusry 1 of e e

(03]

Detie Aprd 22,2025

Souree: opulolicr Suney



020 Eustat

EUSKAL ESTATISTIKA ERAKUNDEA
BASOUE STATISTICS INSTITUTE PRA 1/2025

Poblacion en relacion con la actividad de la C.A.
de Euskadi. Principales tasas. 1/2025

112025 V2024 -1 (p.p.)
TASA DE ACTIVIDAD 56,0 56,3 0.3
Hombres 602 60,3 0.1
Mujeres 52,0 526 06
ArabaiAlava 566 577 -1
Bizkaia 552 553 0.1
Gipuzkoa 56,9 572 03
Vitoria-Gasleiz 56,2 571 09
Bilbao 559 553 +06
Denostia / San Sebasfian 96,9 573 04
Resto de municipics 558 563 0.5
Nacionalidad espafiola 55,0 55,3 03
Nacionalidad extranjera 65,0 656 06
TASA DE OCUPACION (de 16 a 64 afios) 707 3 08
Hombres 732 739 07
Mujeres 683 68,6 03
ArabaiAlava 711 4 03
Bizkaia 693 699 06
Gipuzkoa 728 734 06
Vitoria-Gasteiz 703 706 03
Bilbao 683 692 09
Donostia / San Sebastian 726 74T 21
Resto de municipias 71,2 714 02
Nacionalidad espafiola 730 732 02
Nacienalidad exiranjera 55,0 58,0 -30
TASA DE PARO 70 70 +0,0
Hombres 68 64 +0.4
Mujeres 71 7 06
16 - 24 afios. 130 130 +0,0
25 - 44 afios 76 73 +03
45 y mas afios 58 62 04
ArabaiAlava 61 69 08
Bizkaia 80 80 +00
Gipuzkoa a7 57 +0,0
Vitoria-Gasteiz 65 70 05
Bilbao 90 89 +0.1
Donostia / San Sebastian Tl 61 +1.0
Resto de municipics 65 67 0.2
Nacionalidad espafiola 55 6,0 05
Nacionalidad extranjera 185 15,0 +35
TASA DE INACTIVIDAD 44,0 43,7 +0,3

Los datos del afio en curso son provisionales y los del afio anterior han sido revisados con la actualizacion de la poblacién con base 1 de enero de ese afio
it-1: Variacion del ditimo timestre observado respecto al fimestre inmediatamente anterior
p.p = Diferencia en puntos porcentuales
Fecha 23 de Abril de 2025
Fuente: Eustat. Encuesta de poblacion en relacién con la actividad
For further information:
Eustat - Euskal Estatistika Erakundea/Basque Statistics Institute
C/ Donostia-San Sebastian, 1 01010 Vitoria-Gasteiz
Press Service: servicioprensa@eustat.eus Tel.: 945 01 75 62
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