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SURVEY ON TRADE AND REPAIRS. 2022 
 

 

Turnover in the Vehicle trade and repair sector 
increased by 12.1% in the Basque Country in 2022 

 
 

The smallest Retail Trade establishments, with fewer than nine employees, lost 
ground in favour of larger establishments 

 
In 2022, the Vehicle trade and repair sector as a whole had a turnover of 40,927 million euros, 
4,407 million more than in 2021, which represents a rise of 12.1%, according to Eustat data. 
 
A total of 34,795 establishments were in operation in this sector, 3.1% fewer than the previous 
year, 2021. The number of people employed fell slightly, with 128,160 people employed in 
2022, 0.5% less than in 2021, thereby continuing the slow, but clearly declining trend that 
began last decade. Therefore, compared with 2010, there has been an accumulated fall in 
employment of 6.6%. 
 
Meanwhile, the number of hours worked also fell by 3.4% compared with the previous year, 
but it was down by as much as 12.6% compared with 2010, with 2022 showing the lowest level 
since 2010. 
 
However, staff costs saw an increase of 6.3%, standing at 3,993 million euros, in nominal 
value, for the year 2022, the highest in the known historical series. 
 
The trade margin on sales - the proportion of the gross trade margin on the value of net sales 
of goods for resale - achieved for the sector as a whole, stood at 22.1%, 0.2 percentage points 
lower than 2021 and, as a result, the least favourable since 2010, although with differences 
between the three branches. 
 

 
 

Provinces 

 
At provincial level, Álava registered the best performance for the set of indicators. In this 
province, sales rose by 16.4% and employment also increased slightly (1.4%); in Bizkaia, 
turnover was up 11.5% with a slightly negative impact on employment (-0.8%), while in 
Gipuzkoa, turnover grew by 10.6%, although employment was down 1%.  
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In 2022, Bizkaia turned over a total of 21,006 million euros, 51.3% of the total, Gipuzkoa turned 
over 12,692 million, 31.0%, and Álava turned over 7,228 million, 17.7% of the total for the 
Basque Country. 
 
Meanwhile, staff expenditure rose by 8.7% in Álava, 6.3% in Gipuzkoa, and 5.6% in Bizkaia. 
 
The trade margin on sales increased by 1.3 percentage points in Gipuzkoa, although it fell in 
the other two provinces, dropping 5.4 percentage points in Álava, and seeing a slight decrease, 
of 0.6 points, in Bizkaia.  
 

Divisions 

 
In 2022, the three divisions comprising the Vehicle trade and repair sector (Sale and repair of 
vehicles, Wholesale trade and trade intermediaries and Retail trade) registered positive trends 
in turnover, although to different extents. On the other hand, the trend in employment was less 
favourable, and only Retail was able to maintain the figures of the previous year, while the 
other two divisions lost employees. 
 
The Retail Trade division, the largest in terms of personnel as it accounted for 59.1% of 
employment in the sector, and 63.2% of establishments in the sector, turned over 34.2% of the 
total, with turnover rising by 7.4% although employment fell slightly by 0.6%.  
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For its part, Wholesale trade and trade intermediaries, with 58.0% of the sector’s sales and 
31.7% of employment, divided among 9,699 establishments, was the division that presented 
the most positive trend in terms of turnover. Its turnover increased by 16.5%, and the number 
of staff employed in the sector remained practically the same, at 40,599 people.  
 
Sale and repair of vehicles also saw a positive trend in revenue, with growth of 2.5% in 
turnover and a 2.0% fall in employment. In 2022, this section accounted for 9.2% of 
employment, which was concentrated in 3,102 establishments, and 7.8% of total trade 
turnover.  
 
Analysing the trade margin, it is observed that, on sales for Retail trade, the margin was 
26.6%, 1.0 percentage point lower than in 2021. For Wholesale trade it was 19.7%, 0.5 points 
higher, and the margin for the Sale and repair of vehicles division stood at 20.2%, 0.6 
percentage points above the previous year.  
 

Size of the establishments 

 
Looking at the size of the establishments in the Trade and Repairs sector in terms of staff 
employed, the smallest stratum, of 1 to 9 employees, saw an increase in turnover of 8%, 
although employment fell by 1.6%, and the number of establishments was down 3.4%.  The 
stratum of ten to forty-nine employees saw an increase in all three indicators, with turnover 
growing by 18.4%, employees increasing by 2.6%, and the number of establishments rose by 
2.5%. For its part, the stratum of fifty employees or more increased its turnover by 6.3%, its 
number of employees fell by 2.9%, and the number of establishments was also down 3.4%, all 
compared with 2021.  
 

 
 

Small retail trades, with fewer than nine employees, has lost 19.5% of its 
establishments and 11.9% of its employees since 2015 

 
Focusing on Retail Trade, and from a broader time perspective, the reduction in the number 
of establishments since 2015 is notable. Effectively, in just 8 years, almost 5,000 
establishments have been lost (4,907), going from 26,901 initially, to 21,994 in 2022, which 
represents a reduction of 18.2%. 
 
Although employment has also been impacted, with 1,957 fewer people employed, it has not 
happened to the same extent, with its relative decrease being limited to 2.5% compared with 
2015. Nonetheless, all of this has not stopped turnover from increasing, in nominal terms, by 
8.8% in the last 8 years. 
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However, this trend is uneven depending on the size of the establishments.  
 
In reality, it is wholly a result of the decline of smaller establishments, those with fewer than 
nine employees. Thus, the period between 2015 and 2022 saw 19.5% fewer establishments 
and 11.9% fewer people employed – 6,032 people – for this range of employment. Meanwhile, 
turnover contracted by 12.6%. 
 
On the other hand, establishments with more than nine employees, as a whole, accounted, to 
a large extent, for the loss of employment caused by the former group of establishments, by 
generating 4,075 new jobs during the period, 15.1% more. Similarly, turnover for 
establishments with more than nine employees stood at 39.7%, reaching 7,372 million euros 
in 2022, compared with 5,278 million in 2015; thus, establishments with fewer than nine 
employees lost 956 million euros in the eight years analysed, but those with more than nine 
gained 2,094 million euros. 
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