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SURVEY ON TOURIST ESTABLISHMENTS. Except hotels. March 2024

The number of visitors rose by 12.7% in rural accommodation
and 49.1% in tourist apartments in the Basque Country in
March 2024

Tourist hostels also recorded a 35.6% increase in visitor numbers

In rural accommodation in the Basque Country in March 2024, visitor numbers rose by 12.7%
compared to the same month of the previous year, and overnight stays increased by 42.0%. With
this year-on-year growth, in March 2024 the number of visitors was 12,199 and the number of
overnight stays reached 31,415. It should be borne in mind that this year March includes the four
days of Easter.

Visitors, overnight stays, average length of stay and bed
occupancy rates in rural tourism establishments in the Basque
Country. March 2024

Visitors Overnight stays Average stay Occupancy rates (%)
by seats by rooms
3/2024 m/m-12 (%) 312024 m/m-12 (%) 3/2024 372023 312024 pp-* 312024 pp.*
BASQUE COUNTRY 12.199 127 31415 42,0 258 204 251 6,6 293 75
State origin 10.479 6.7 27327 383 2,61 2,01
Foreign origin 1.720 1A 4.088 737 2,38 234
Araba/Alava 2414 387 6.152 69,3 255 2,09 19.6 77 233 9.1
State origin 219 403 5.819 746 2,66 213
Foreign origin 223 246 333 106 1,49 1.68
Bizkaia 3.674 430 8.992 574 245 222 257 84 307 88
State origin 3.206 380 8.135 554 2,54 225
Foreign origin 468 91.0 857 797 1.83 1.95
Gipuzkoa 6111 62 16.271 274 266 1.96 277 49 3.6 57
State origin 5.082 -143 13.373 195 263 1.89
Foreign origin 1.029 771 2.898 839 286 271

p.p.*=difference in percentage points on the same month of the previous year
m/m12 Rate of year-on-year change in the last observed month (m) compared to the same month of the previous year (m-12)
Date April 23, 2024

Source: Eustat Tourist accommodating establishments survey

After rising by 71.1% in relation to March the previous year, visitors from abroad accounted for 14.1%
of the total number of visitors in March 2024 in rural accommodation in the Basque Country. As
regards overnight stays, those by visitors from abroad represented 13.0% of the total, an increase
of 73.7% compared to March 2023.

By province, the year-on-year increases in visitor numbers in March 2024 reached 43.0% in Bizkaia

and 38.7% in Alava, but this decreased by 6.2% in Gipuzkoa. Regarding overnight stays, they
increased by 69.3% in Alava, 57.4% in Bizkaia and 27.4% in Gipuzkoa.
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The average length of stay in this type of establishment in the Basque Country was 2.58 days in
March, a figure higher than the 2.04 days of average length of stay observed in the same month of
2023. The average length of stay refers to the number of days that, on average, travellers remain in
each of the establishments where they stay overnight, and not the total length of their stay in the
Basque Country.

Bed and room occupancy rates experienced a year-on-year increase of 6.6 and 7.5 percentage
points, respectively, the bed occupancy rate standing at 25.1% and that of rooms at 29.3%.

In relation to tourist apartments, in March 2024 there was a total of 15,714 visitors, giving rise to
54,189 overnight stays. Compared to March 2023, there was an increase of 49.1% in the case of
visitor numbers and 37.1% in that of overnight stays.

Each of the accommodation units offered under a business operating unit, managed under the block
or combined mode, is referred to as a tourist apartment. Private dwellings offered, marketed or
temporarily relinquished for reasons of tourism are not included under the heading of dwellings
for tourism use.

Visitors, overnight stays, average length of stay and bed
occupancy rates in tourist apartments of the Basque Country.
March 2024

Visitors overnight stays Average stay ‘Occupancy rates (%)
by seats by apartaments
03/2024 m/m-12 (%) 03/2024 m/m-12 (%) 032024 03/2023 03/2024 pp.* 03/2024 pp-*
BASQUE COUNTRY 15.714 49.1 54.189 371 345 375 364 74 63.9 10.0
State origin 11.677 409 37.347 351 320 334
Foreign origin 4.037 792 16.842 1M.6 417 528
ArabasAlava 828 -46,1 2.015 245 10,82 4,71 282 57 80,0 29,5
State origin 765 5,3 6.287 26,2 822 3,56
Foreign origin 63 543 2728 206 31.00 1641
Bizkaia 10.811 749 23766 7.8 220 224 364 11.5 471 126
State origin 7.847 62.8 15.781 56.0 20 210
Foreign origin 2.963 1176 7.986 1150 269 273
Gipuzkoa 4076 44.4 21.407 16,0 5.25 6,54 41,5 35 741 1.2
State origin 3.065 48,2 15.280 218 499 6,07
Foreign origin 1.011 341 6.128 36 6.06 7.84

p.p.*= difference in percentage points on the same month of the previous year
m/m12 Rate of year-on-year change in the |ast observed month (m) compared to the same month of the previous year(m-12)
Date April 23, 2024

Source: Eustat Tourist accommodating establishments survey

Visitors from abroad accounted for 25.7% of the total number of visitors and 31.1% of the total
number of overnight stays in tourist apartments in the Basque Country, after registering year-on-
year increases of 79.2% and 41.6%, respectively, during March 2024.
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The average length of stay in tourist apartments was 3.45 days in March 2024, below that obtained
in March 2023, which stood at 3.75 days in the Basque Country as a whole. The average length of
stay in this type of establishment was 5.25 days in Gipuzkoa, 10.89 days in Alava and 2.20 days in
Bizkaia.

The bed occupancy rate at the Basque Country level reached 36.4%, following an increase of 7.4
percentage points in relation to March 2023. In turn, the apartment occupancy rate showed an
increase of 10.0 percentage points to stand at 63.9%.

In respect of tourist hostels in the Basque Country, in March 2024 there was a year-on-year increase
of 35.6% in visitor numbers, reaching a total of 18,377 visitors who generated a total of 32,592
overnight stays. 20,447 overnight stays were registered in Bizkaia, 11,693 in Gipuzkoa and lastly,
the number of overnight stays in Alava was 452.

Visitors, overnight stays, average length of stay and bed
occupancy rates in tourist hostels of the Basque Country. March
2024

Visitors Overnight stays Average stay Degree of occupation by places (%)
03/2024 m/m-12 (%) 03/2024 m/m-12 (%) 03/2024 03/2023 03/2024 pp-
BASQUE COUNTRY 18377 356 32592 353 177 1.78 322 56
State origin 9.373 28,9 15687 233 167 175
Foreign origin 9.004 435 16.905 488 1.88 1.81
Araba/Alava 244 54,6 452 54,7 185 1.85 9,1 244
State origin 232 -55.9 430 -56.1 1.85 1.86
Foreign origin 12 36 22 16,5 1,88 1,67
Bizkaia 11139 75.8 20.447 749 184 1.84 338 131
State origin 5.571 7.3 9385 63.8 1.68 1.76
Foreign origin 5.568 80,5 11.062 856 199 193
Gipuzkoa 6.993 438 11.693 26 1,67 17 26,8 0.2
State origin 3.569 22 5872 -23 1.65 1.72
Foreign origin 3.424 7.7 5821 81 1.70 1.69

p.p.*= difference in percentage points on the same month of the previous year
m/m12 Rate of year-on-year change in the last observed month (m) compared to the same month of the previous year (m-12)
Date April 23, 2024

Source: Eustat Tourist accommodating establishments survey

The average length of stay in this type of accommodation in March 2024 was 1.77 days in the Basque
Country as a whole and the bed occupancy rate reached 32.2%, after a year-on-year increase of 5.6
percentage points.

Easter 2024
In rural accommodation over the Easter period, from Thursday to Sunday (4 nights), visitor

numbers fell by 7.8% and overnight stays were down 1.9%, compared to 2023 (when Easter was in
April), in the Basque Country as a whole.
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Performance at the provincial level varied. Alava registered increases in both the number of visitors
and the number of overnight stays, standing at 17.4% and 8.3% respectively. In Bizkaia, however,
visitor numbers fell by 15.7% in comparison with Easter 2023, and overnight stays decreased by
4.0%. Finally, in Gipuzkoa, visitor numbers were down by 9.1% and overnight stays fell by 4.7%.

Visitors, overnight stays and bed occupancy rates in rural
accommodation in the Basque Country. Easter (*). 2024

Visitors Overnight stays Occupancy rates (%)
by seats by rooms
2024 2024/2023 (%) 2024 2024/2023 (%) 2024 p.p. 2024 Pp.

BASQUE COUNTRY 3.000 -7.8 11.542 -1.9 62,8 -25 687 22
State origin 2735 09 10.650 0.2

foreign origin 265 46,2 852 -22,0

ARABA/JALAVA 493 174 2.585 83 579 6.7 679 17.3
BIZKAIA 867 157 3.233 -40 609 33 656 34
GIPUZKOA 1.640 <4 5724 47 66,5 -76 .z 13

(*)Easter: Thursday to Sunday (4 nights).
p.p.=difference in percentage points with the equivalent period of the previous year
Date April 23, 2024

Source: Eustat Tourist accommodating establishments survey

The bed occupancy rate stood at 62.8% and that of rooms at 68.7% in the Basque Country during
Easter 2024. These figures are 2.5 percentage points lower than the previous year in the case of
beds and 2.2 points higher in the case of rooms.

In the case of tourist apartments, the year-on-year variations in relation to Easter 2023 were 3.1%
for visitor numbers and -0.8% for overnight stays.

Compared to Easter 2023, the number of visitors was down 53.6% in Alava, while in Gipuzkoa and
Bizkaia it increased by 21.9% and 7.1% respectively. In turn, the number of overnight stays was up
1.8% in Bizkaia, and down 9.4% in Alava and 0.3% in Gipuzkoa.

Visitors, overnight stays and bed occupancy rates in turist
apataments of the Basque Country. Easter (*). 2024

Visitors Overnight stays Occupancy rates (%)
by seats by apartaments
2024 202472023 (%) 2024 2024/2023 (%) 2024 P-p. 2024 P-p.

BASQUE COUNTRY 3.085 31 10.548 0.8 54,2 42 79.2 0.2
State origin 2325 26 7.947 -1.6

foreign origin 760 49 2.601 20

ARABAJALAVA 178 536 1519 94 368 -23 895 163
BIZKAIA 1.963 71 4924 18 57.2 81 654 -34
GIPUZKOA 944 219 4105 03 60,9 -21 886 -2.7

(*)Easter: Thursday to Sunday (4 nights).
p.p.=difference in percentage points with the equivalent period of the previous year
Date April 23, 2024

Source: Eustat Tourist accommodating establishments survey
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Occupancy rates were 54.2% in the case of beds and 79.2% in that of apartments. Compared to
Easter 2023, these figures show a decrease of 4.2 points in the case of beds and 0.2 in that of
apartments.

Note:

The response rate for the Survey on Tourist Establishments this month was 97.6% for Rural
Accommodation, 90.0% for Tourist Apartments and 85.7% for Tourist Hostels. Eustat would like to
thank all establishments that participated in this survey for their effort.

For further information:

Eustat - Euskal Estatistika Erakundea / Basque Statistics Institute
C/ Donostia-San Sebastian, 1 01010 Vitoria-Gasteiz

Press Service: Tel.: 945 01 75 62
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