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Environmental taxes in the Basque Country 
amounted to 1,284 million euros in 2022 

 
Environmental taxes accounted for 6.7% of all taxes in the Basque Country in 
2022 
 
Environmental taxes in the Basque Country constituted 1,284 million euros in 2022, 78 million 
lower than the previous year (-5.7%), corresponding to 1.5% of GDP, according to the 
Environmental Taxes Account prepared by Eustat.  
 
This account is part of the Environmental Accounts System and is prepared following Eurostat 
methodology. Its framework comprises all taxes whose tax base is a physical unit (or a proxy 
of it) of something that has a proven, specific negative impact on the environment and which is 
defined in the European System of Accounts (SEC2010) as a tax. 
 
With regard to total taxes in the Basque Country, environmental taxes represented 6.7% in 
2022, one point lower than 2021. 
 
Based on criteria of an environmental nature, environmental taxes are grouped into three 
categories: Energy taxes, Transport taxes and Taxes on pollution and resources. 
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Of particular note was the decrease in revenue generated by Energy taxes, 
primarily as a result of the urgent regulatory measures adopted to moderate the 
rise in electricity prices 
 
As regards the type of environmental taxes, firstly it is worth highlighting energy taxes as they 
account for the highest amount, 1,105 million in 2022, representing 86.0% of all environmental 
taxes. These were also the taxes that registered the sharpest decrease, 7.4% compared to 
2021, a direct consequence of the evolution of the Special Hydrocarbon Tax, accounting for 
925 million, which represented 83.8% of energy taxes and registered a drop of 7.7%, that is, 
77 million lower than 2021.  
 
In this group, the Special Hydrocarbon Tax is followed by Greenhouse Gas Emission Rights, 
at 140 million, up 51 million, which despite rising by 57.0% compared to 2021 due to a 
significant increase in average prices of emission rights (46.8%), do not offset the negative 
effect of other taxes in the group. The Energy Savings and Efficiency Plan Surcharge, at 12 
million (-7.4%), and the CORES Resource, at 14 million (-1.4%), also form part of this group of 
taxes. 
 
In the same group, the Tax on the Value of Electricity Production and the Special Tax on 
Electricity together accounted for a total of 13 million, a drop of 62 million, representing a 
decrease of 82.3% compared to 2021. This drop resulted from the set of emergency 
measures implemented to mitigate the impact of escalating prices on retail electricity markets. 
In addition, it is worth highlighting that there has been no revenue from Fees for Utilising 
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Continental Waters for Electricity Production since 2021, due to the suspension of the Decree 
regulating them. 
 
Secondly, transport taxes contributed 164 million euros in 2022, 4.1% higher than the 
previous year, representing 12.8% all taxes of an environmental nature. Of particular note in 
this category was the Tax on Mechanical Traction Vehicles, which, at 138 million euros in 
2022, accounted for 84.5% of this group of taxes. 
 
Lastly, taxes on pollution and resources contributed 1.2% of all environmental taxes, at 16 
million euros, up 4 million, and rose 39.5% compared to the previous year. The increase in 
this group of taxes is mainly due to the Tax on Fluorinated Greenhouse Gases, which rose by 
81.0%, 3 million higher than the previous year. 
 
As regards classification by type of tax, the largest proportion of taxes of an environmental 
nature, 46.0%, were concentrated in Taxes on Products, Excluding VAT and Taxes on 
Imports; in 2022, the figure stood at 1,001 million, representing 77.9% of all environmental 
taxes, 5.1 points lower than 2021.  
 
 

 
 
 
For their part, Other current taxes with an environmental purpose accounted for 41.6%, 1.4 
points lower than 2021, amounting to 139 million euros. Lastly, in Other taxes on production, 
18.5%, 6 points lower than 2021, corresponded to environmental taxes, with 145 million 
euros, an increase of 54.3% compared to 2021. 
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European comparative analysis of the environmental tax burden 
 
Green taxation, measured as the percentage of environmental taxes in GDP, was estimated at 
1.5% in the Basque Country in 2022, below countries such as Denmark (2.4%), France (2.1%) 
and Germany (1.6%), but higher than Ireland (0.9%) and Luxembourg (1.2%) and similar to 
countries like Spain and Lithuania. The average for the EU27 was 2.0%. At the top of the table 
were countries such as Greece, Croatia and Bulgaria, with rates above 3%.  
 
There was an overall decrease in environmental taxes as a percentage of GDP in most EU-27 
Member States in 2022 compared to 2021, with exceptions such as Bulgaria, Romania and 
Greece. 
 

 
 

 

 
Analysis by activity branch and household 
 
Households contributed 46.8% of all environmental taxes. By type of taxes, they contributed 
78.1% of Transportation Taxes and 42.7% of Energy Taxes. 
 
As regards activity branches, they accounted for 53.2% of all Environmental Taxes, and in 
terms of type, it is worth highlighting that 57.3% of the total came from Energy Taxes and 
21.9% from Transport Taxes. 
 
In turn, the branch corresponding to Trade, Hospitality and Transport as a whole contributed 
35.9% of the total, followed by the Manufacturing Industry with 15.4%. 
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Provincial analysis of Environmental Taxes 
 
The distribution of environmental taxes by province for 2022 reveals that Bizkaia accumulated 
56.1% of the total, Gipuzkoa 29.8% and Álava the remaining 14.1%. 
 
In addition, although the drop in environmental taxes in 2022 for the Basque Country stood at 
5.7%, it is worth highlighting Gipuzkoa with a decrease of 12.3% compared to 2021, followed 
by Álava, 10.6% lower, and Bizkaia with -0.3%. 
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As regards environmental taxes in relation to the respective GDP, in Bizkaia they represented 
1.6% in 2022, while in both Álava and Gipuzkoa, they accounted for 1.4% in 2022. 
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