
 

Page 1(3) 
 

 
Press Release 20/02/2024 

 
MARRIAGE STATISTICS. III/2023 

 

In the third quarter of 2023 there were 2,261 
marriages in the Basque Country, 18.2% fewer than 

the previous year  
 

This was a decrease of 13% compared to 2019 
 
During the third quarter of 2023, the number of marriages in the Basque Country was 
2,261, 18.2% fewer than those in the same quarter of the previous year (2,763). 
Comparing the data from this quarter with that from the same quarter of 2019 reveals a 
13% decrease in the number of marriages. This means that marriages postponed 
because of the pandemic are no longer being celebrated. Of the total number of 
marriages, 2,195 were different-sex marriages (97.1%) and the other 66 were between 
people of the same sex (2.9%), 40 between women and 26 between men. 
 
Taking into account the province where the marriage was registered, the number of 
marriages decreased in all three provinces: there were 999 weddings in Álava, 765 in 
Gipuzkoa and 310 in Bizkaia. Meanwhile, 187 couples registered their marriage outside 
the Basque Country. In terms of months, September stands out with 45.9% of this 
quarter’s weddings. 
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During the summer months of 2023, the percentage of civil weddings was 87% where 
84.1% corresponded to opposite sex couples and 2.9% of the total number of marriages 
were between same sex couples, all of which were civil. In 2023 this percentage was 0.5 
points higher than that observed in the same quarter of 2022.  
 
Of the 2,261 marriages in the third quarter of 2023, 2,068 women and 2,044 men resident 
in the Basque Country got married. For 1,742 husbands (85.2%) this was their first 
marriage, whilst 14 widowers and 288 divorcees remarried. The percentage of first 
marriages for women was higher than for men: 1,782 (86.2%) single women got married, 
as well as 9 widows and 277 divorcees. 
 

The percentage of foreign nationals entering into marriage increased 
 
As regards the distribution according to the age of the couple, 90.4% of husbands and 
84.6% of wives were over 30. In the same period of 2022, this proportion was 91.6% for 
men and 84.6% for women. 
 
In the months of July, August and September 2023, 13.9% of recently married men and 
19% of recently married women were foreign nationals. Compared to the same quarter 
of the previous year, this percentage has increased by 3.8 percentage points for men 
and 3.4 for women. 
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For further information: 
Eustat - Euskal Estatistika Erakundea / Basque Statistics Institute  
C/ Donostia-San Sebastián, 1 01010 Vitoria-Gasteiz 
Press Service: servicioprensa@eustat.eus Tel.: 945 01 75 62  


