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SURVEY ON TOURIST ESTABLISHMENTS. Except hotels. December 2023

In 2023, the number of visitors in rural accommodation in the
Basque Country was 2.3% higher than in 2022 and in tourist
apartments it was up 24.7%

The year-on-year increase in the number of overnight stays by people from abroad
reached 16.4% for rural accommodation and 26.5% for tourist apartments

In 2023, rural accommodation in the Basque Country saw a slight improvement in occupancy
variables compared to 2022, with an increase of 2.3% in the case of visitor numbers and 2.8% in
that of overnight stays. Thus, the number of visitors in rural accommodation in 2023 rose to
172,918 and there were 446,374 overnight stays, according to Eustat data.

In 2023, visitor numbers rose in both Alava and Gipuzkoa, with increases of 0.3% and 4.9%,
respectively, while in Bizkaia the number of visitors was down 0.5% on the previous year. As
regards the estimated number of overnight stays, all three provinces posted increases in 2023
compared to 2022. They were up 0.4% in Gipuzkoa, 3.9% in Bizkaia and 9.2% in Alava.

Foreign visitors accounted for 25.0% of total visitor numbers in this type of establishment in the
Basque Country in 2023, following an increase of 18.5% in respect of 2022.

Visitors, overnight stays, average length of stay
and bed occupancy rates in rural tourism
establishments in the Basque Country. 2023

Visitors Overnight stays Average stay Occupancy rates (%)
by seats by rooms
2023 p/p-1(%) 2023 p/p-1(%) 2023 2022 2023 pp.* 2023 pp.*
BASQUE COUNTRY 172918 23 446.374 28 258 257 289 1.6 328 1.5
State origin 129.754 2.1 343143 -0.6 264 261
Foreign origin 43.164 185 103.23 164 239 243
Araba/Alava 30.4%0 03 74175 9.2 243 224 193 13 223 1.3
State origin 25721 33 62.444 57 243 222
Foreign origin 4.769 252 11.731 31.9 2,46 233
Bizkaia 53.049 0.5 136.048 39 2.56 246 301 16 339 1.6
State origin 39.934 45 104.696 0.8 262 248
Foreign origin 13.115 140 31.352 155 2.39 236
Gipuzkea 89.379 49 236.151 0.4 264 276 333 20 3.7 20
State origin 64.099 0.0 176,003 35 275 285
Foreign origin 25.280 19,7 60.148 14,2 2,38 249

p.p.*=difference in percentage points on the same month of the previous year
Date January 24, 2024

Source: Eustat Tourist accommodating establishments survey
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The average length of stay in rural accommodation in the Basque Country was 2.58 days in 2023,
similar to the 2.57 days registered in 2022. Meanwhile, the occupancy rate stood at 28.9% in the
case of beds and 32.8% in that of rooms, following increases of 1.6 and 1.5 percentage points,
respectively, compared to the previous year.

The 2023 annual balance for tourist apartments in the Basque Country saw an improvement
with regard to 2022, both in terms of the number of visitors and the number of overnight stays. With
a total of 176,781 visitors and 627,157 overnight stays for the year as a whole, the year-on-year
increases in relation to 2022 stood at 24.7% and 17.0%, respectively.

Visitors, overnight stays, average length of stay
and bed occupancy rates in tourist apartments
of the Basque Country. 2023

Visitors Overnight stays Average stay Occupancy rates (%)
by seats by apartaments
2023 p/p-1(%) 2023 P/p-1(%) 2023 2022 2023 pp.* 2023 p.p.*
BASQUE COUNTRY 176.781 247 627.157 17.0 3,55 3,78 371 1.2 623 -1.0
State origin 113.473 189 395.147 120 3,48 3.69
Foreign origin 63.308 36,7 232.010 26,5 3.66 396
Araba/Alava 16.221 13.9 97.991 39 6.04 6.62 254 1.2 63,1 -3.2
State origin 13.862 12,2 71.688 -2.8 517 597
Foreign origin 2.359 24,8 26.303 28,2 11.15 10,86
Bizkaia 110.68% 204 265.756 205 240 240 375 0.7 49,5 -1.9
State origin 71.116 173 162.917 18,5 229 227
Foreign origin 39.573 26,3 102.839 238 2,60 265
Gipuzkoa 49.872 40,2 263.410 19.0 5.28 6,22 4.3 0.2 73.7 23
State origin 28495 26,8 160.542 135 563 6,30
Foreign origin 21.376 63,1 102.868 289 4,81 6,09

p.p.*= difference in percentage points on the same month of the previous year
Date January 24, 2024

Source: Eustat Tourist accommodating establishments survey
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Both the number of visitors and overnight stays recorded in 2023 as a whole increased in respect
of those recorded in 2022 in all three provinces, albeit to varying degrees. Total visitor numbers in
tourist apartments rose by 13.9% in Alava, 20.4% in Bizkaia and 40.2% in Gipuzkoa. Meanwhile,
growth in the number of overnight stays stood at 3.9% in Alava, 19.0% in Gipuzkoa and 20.5% in
Bizkaia.

Following a rise of 36.7% over the course of the year, visitors from abroad accounted for 35.8% of
the total number of visitors in this type of establishment in the Basque Country in 2023, above the
32.7% they represented in 2022.

In 2023, the bed occupancy rate surpassed that obtained in 2022 by 1.2 percentage points, while
the apartment occupancy rate dropped by one percentage point, standing at 37.1% and 62.3%,
respectively.

At the end of the first year in which data on tourist hostels in the Basque Country were published,
the 2023 annual balance showed growth in relation to the previous year of 7.6% in the number of
visitors and 6.3% in the number of overnight stays, with 222,174 visitors and 401,124 overnight
stays in the year as a whole. The year-on-year increase in visitor numbers stood at 6.4% in
Gipuzkoa, 7.1% in Bizkaia and 34.0% in Alava. Likewise, in 2023 as a whole, overnight stays rose
by 5.1% in Gipuzkoa, 6.6% in Bizkaia and, lastly, 17.5% in Alava.

December 2023

In the last month of the year, December 2023, visitor numbers and overnight stays in rural
accommodation in the Basque Country were down 11.8% and 9.2% compared to December of
the previous year, standing at 11,546 and 25,704, respectively.

In December 2023, domestic visitors accounted for the majority of both visitors and overnight
stays, representing 88.9% and 89.8% of the total, respectively.

In Alava, there were 3,243 visitors, 0.4% fewer than in December of the previous year; in Bizkaia,
there were 3,201 visitors, following a drop of 3.0%; and in Gipuzkoa, the number of visitors in
December was down 22.0% on December of the previous year, standing at 5,102.

Overnight stays performed differently, rising by 4.6% in Alava to reach 7,074 overnight stays, while

in Bizkaia and Gipuzkoa they fell by 17.6% and 11.2%, respectively, to 6,490 overnight stays in
Bizkaia and 12,140 in Gipuzkoa.
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Visitors, overnight stays, average length of stay
and bed occupancy rates in rural tourism
establishments in the Basque Country.
December 2023

Visitors Overnight stays Average stay Occupancy rates (%)
by seats by rooms

12/2023 m/m-12 (%) 12/2023 m/m-12 (%) 12/2023  12/2022 12/2023 p.p.* 12/2023 pp.*
BASQUE COUNTRY 11.546 -11.8 25.704 9,2 223 216 21.0 -1.1 239 -24
State origin 10.265 -11.7 23.286 -8.4 2.27 219 - -
Foreign origin 1.281 -129 2418 -16.3 1.89 1.96 - -
Araba/Alava 3243 0.4 7.074 4.6 218 2,08 225 12 22 09
State origin 3131 =33 6.940 3.2 2,22 208 - -
Fareign origin 112 4895 134 282.9 1.20 1.84 - -
Bizkaia 3.201 -3.0 6.420 -17.6 2,03 239 12,0 -2,6 224 -5,9
State origin 2703 -131 5.425 -253 20 234 - -
Foreign origin 498 1621 1.065 735 2,14 323 - -
Gipuzkoa 5.102 -22,0 12.140 -11,2 238 2,09 214 -1.5 257 -0,8
State origin 443 -16,0 10.921 45 2,46 217 - -
Foreign origin 671 -46,8 1.219 45,6 1.82 1.78 - -

p.p.*=difference in percentage points on the same month of the previous year
m/m12 Rate of year-on-year change in the last observed month {m) compared to the same month of the previous year (m-12)
Date January 24, 2024

Source: Eustat Tourist accommodating establishments survey

The average length of stay in this type of establishment in the Basque Country was 2.23 days in
December, slightly above the average of 2.16 days observed in the same month of 2022.

Bed and room occupancy rates experienced a year-on-year decrease of 1.1 and 2.4 percentage
points, respectively, the bed occupancy rate standing at 21.0% and that of rooms at 23.9%.

As regards tourist apartments, in December 2023 visitor numbers and overnight stays totalled

11,534 and 47,046, respectively. In relation to December of the previous year, the number of
visitors rose by 7.6% and overnight stays were up 3.6%.
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Visitors, overnight stays, average length of stay
and bed occupancy rates in tourist apartments
of the Basque Country. December 2023

Visitors Overnight stays Average stay Occupancy rates (%)
by seats by apartaments
12/2023 m/m-12(%) 12/2023 m/m-12(%) 12/2023 12/2022 12/2023 pp.* 12/2023 pp.*
BASQUE COUNTRY 11.534 76 47.046 3.6 4,08 4,24 31.8 -1.3 583 -1.2
State origin 8.962 42 33.964 1.4 379 3,89
Foreign origin 2572 21,7 13.082 10,0 5,09 5,62
Araba/Alava 820 -27.8 8.684 16,7 10,59 6,56 26,2 36 68,0 9.7
State origin 758 -296 5.857 52 773 518
Foreign origin 62 54 2.827 51,0 31,00 31,00
Bizkaia 7719 45 17.613 -1.0 2,28 2,57 274 58 36.0 58
State origin 6.051 20 13.187 -11.1 218 2,50
Foreign origin 1.668 15.2 4426 79 2,65 2,83
Gipuzkoa 2.99% 363 20.74% 9.1 6,93 8,65 41,0 09 75,7 -0.5
State origin 2153 353 14.920 139 6,93 823
Foreign origin 842 387 5.829 =I5 6,92 9,74

p.p.*= difference in percentage points on the same maonth of the previous year
m/m12 Rate of year-on-year change in the last observed month (m) compared to the same month of the previous year (m-12)
Date January 24, 2024

Source: Eustat Tourist accommodating establishments survey

The number of visitors from abroad represented 22.3% of the total number of visitors and 27.8% of
overnight stays in tourist apartments in the Basque Country, following year-on-year increases of
21.7% and 10.0%, respectively.

The average length of stay was 4.08 days in December 2023, below that obtained in December
2022, which was 4.24 days. At provincial level, this figure stood at 2.28 days in Bizkaia, 6.93 days
in Gipuzkoa and 10.59 days in Alava.

The bed occupancy rate at the Basque Country level was 31.8% and the apartment occupancy
rate reached 58.3%. This represented a decrease of 1.3 percentage points in the case of bed
occupancy and 1.2 percentage points in the case of apartment occupancy.

With regard to tourist hostels, in December 2023 visitor numbers and overnight stays totalled

8,884 and 16,203, respectively. Compared to the previous December, this meant a drop of 19.8%
in the case of visitor numbers and 23.3% in that of overnight stays.
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Note:

The response rate of the Survey on Tourist Establishments in December 2023 was 69.9% for Rural
Accommodation, 79.05% for Tourist Apartments and 80.8% in the case of Hostels.

Eustat would like to thank all establishments that participated in this survey for their effort.

For further information:

Eustat - Euskal Estatistika Erakundea / Basque Statistics Institute
C/ Donostia-San Sebastian, 1 01010 Vitoria-Gasteiz

Press Service: Tel.: 945 01 75 62
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