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TOURISM SATELLITE ACCOUNT. Preview. 2022

Tourism expenditure in the Basque Country
recovered significantly in 2022, with growth of
49.3% and amounted to 4,738 million euros

Inbound tourism accounted for 60.4% of total tourist spending, 12.7
percentage points more than in 2021

Tourism expenditure in the Basque Country stood at 4,738 million euros in 2022, 1,565
million more than in 2021, according to Eustat data. This figure, which represents growth
of 49.3% in respect of the previous year, was close to the 2019 figures, standing in 2022
at 93.2% of the figure achieved in 2019, prior to the COVID crisis. Tourist activity
accounted for 5.5% of GDP, one and a half points more than in 2021.

The Tourism Satellite Account is compiled using the methodology of the World Tourism
Organization (WTO, EUROSTAT, OCDE, 2010) and computes a number of tourism-
related economic parameters, from the viewpoint of both supply and demand,
integrating and linking these two perspectives with those used in the National Accounts
to quantify the other economic activities.

The results of total tourism expenditure for 2022, as was also observed in 2021, are part
of a clear period of recovery of the different components that comprise it. The two
aggregates that comprise tourism expenditure continue with positive variations,
particularly Inbound tourism. This component of expenditure, which includes tourism
expenditure in the Basque Country by people originating from abroad and the rest of
Spain, recorded an increase of 89.0% in respect of 2021. The item Other components
of tourism expenditure, which includes tourism expenditure by Basque residents in the
Basque Country itself, as well as expenditure by public administrations on tourism-
related programmes and investment in the characteristic branches of tourism, posted a
more moderate recovery (13.1%).

Contribution of tourism to the economy of the Basque Country.
Thousands euros and percentage on GDP p.m. Current prices.
2010-2022

2010 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022(a)
Total tourist Spending 3.632.144 4.355.670 4.632.752 4.766.068 4.887.607 5.084.280 2.721.823 3.173.090 4.737.804
Incoming tourism 1.887.771 2.484.045 2732718 2.820.536 2932810 3.036.341 1.202.793 1.514.301 2.861.716
Other compenents of tourism 1.744.373 1.871.625 1.900.034 1.945.532 1.954.797 2.047.939 1.519.030 1.658.789 1.876.088
Tourism expenditure (%) 100.0 100.0 100,0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100,0 100.0 100.0
Incoming tourism 520 57,0 59.0 592 60,0 597 442 477 604
Other components of tourism 480 43.0 M1.0 408 40,0 40.3 55,8 52,3 396
Percentage on the GDP p.m
Total tourist Spending 5.4 63 6.5 6.4 6.3 6.4 38 40 55
Incoming tourism 28 36 38 38 38 38 17 19 33
Other compenents of tourism 26 27 27 26 25 26 21 21 22

Base 2015
(a)Advanced data

Source: Eustat. Tourism satellite account
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Inbound tourism recorded a stronger recovery than outbound tourism

In 2022, both figures continued to show a trend towards recovery, although they did not
follow the same growth rate; inbound tourism performed more dynamically and
recovered 1,347 million in 2022 following a 25.9% drop in 2021, which is equivalent to
89.0%. Outbound tourism, which grew by 55.7% in 2021, stood at 4,845 million euros,
up 36.0%, an increase of 1,281 million. Based on these figures, the tourism balance went
from -2,049 million in 2020 to -1,983 million in 2022.

Balance of tourism flows of the Basque Country
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Source: Eustat. Tourism satellite account = Tourism balance Incoming tourism esll= Qutbound tourism

Tourism expenditure increased in all three Basque Country provinces

The rise in tourism expenditure in 2022, compared to the previous year, was 37.0% in
Alava, 56.5% in Bizkaia and 46.7% in Gipuzkoa.

Bizkaia stood out with the highest tourist spending in the Basque Country, accounting
for 43.7% and an increase of two percentage points. In contrast, despite growth in
tourism expenditure, Alava, which represented 13.7%, suffered a loss of 1.3 percentage
points, slightly above that of Gipuzkoa, which dropped seven tenths and accounted for
the remaining 42.6%

Contextualizing tourism expenditure in relation to its PIB, revealed an increase in all three
provinces in respect of the previous year. Standing out was Gipuzkoa, where tourism
contributed 7.1% of GDP, representing an increase of 1.8 percentage points in 2022. In
the other two provinces, more moderate performance was observed, the contribution in
Bizkaia being 4.6% of its GDP, with an increase of 1.3 points, and in Alava 4.9%, one
point more than in the previous year.
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Contribution of tourism to the economy of the Basque Country by
province. Thousands euros and percentage on GDP p.m. Current
prices. 2010-2022

2010 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022(a)
Total tourist Spending
Basque Country 3.632.144 4.355.670 4.632.752 4.766.068 4.887.607 5.084.280 2.721.823 3.173.090 4.737.804
ArabarAlava 508.500 612728 642.301 655.759 662.360 676.772 399.461 475.259 651.271
Bizkaia 1.579.983 1.928.156 2.050.133 2.140.156 2.196.957 2263.742 1163321 1.322.991 20701411
Guipuzkoa 1.543.661 1.814.786 1.940318 1.970.153 2.028.290 2.143.766 1.159.041 1.374.840 2016422
Tourism expenditure (%)
Basque Country 100.0 100.0 1000 100.0 100,0 100.0 1000 1000 100.0
Araba/Alava 140 141 139 13.8 136 133 14,7 150 137
Bizkaia 435 443 442 449 449 445 427 4.7 437
Guipuzkoa 425 416 a9 43 4,5 422 426 433 426
Percentage on the GDP p.m
Basque Country 54 63 65 64 63 64 38 40 55
ArabarAlava 48 55 55 55 54 53 35 39 49
Bizkaia 46 56 57 57 57 56 32 33 46
Guipuzkoa 70 80 82 81 79 8.0 48 53 71
Base 2015
(a)Advanced data

Source: Eustat. Tourism satellite account
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