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Nearly two thirds of the population aged 16 and
over in the Basque Country had continued their
studies beyond compulsory education

Among the student population aged 16 and over, there were higher
numbers of women at all educational levels

In 2022, 63.5% of the population aged 16 and over in the Basque Country, equivalent to
1,193,366 people, had continued their studies beyond compulsory education, reaching
a level of education classified as upper secondary or higher, according to Eustat data.
This represents an increase of 1.2 percentage points compared to 2021, when this figure
stood at 1,168,748 people.

Population aged 16 and over in the Basque Country by level of
education attained. 2021-2022

2022 2022 (%) 2021 2021 (%)
Level of training achieved 1.879.375 100 1.877.675 100
A.First stage of secondary and lower education (level 0-2) 686.009 365 708.927 37.7
0.Less than primary 31.983 17 37327 20
1. Primary education 200395 107 216344 s
2.Low secondary education: up to ESO and equivalent 453.631 24,1 455.256 24,2
B.Second stage of secondary education and non-tertiary post-secondary education (level 3-4) 382.308 203 374963 20,0
3.Upper secondary education: Baccalaureate, intermediate vocational training and equivalent 370307 197 363.295 194
4.Non-tertiary post-secondary education: level 3 professional certificates and equivalent 12.001 06 11.668 0,6
C.Higher education (including doctorate)level 5-8) 811.058 432 793.785 423
5.Higher vocational education and equivalents 291103 155 286.555 153
6.University degrees, diplomas and equivalents 186.876 929 165.899 88
7.Bachelor's degrees, double degrees and master's degrees 311.523 166 318.722 17.0
8.PhD level or equivalent 21.556 12 22609 1.2

Date September 29, 2023

Source: Eustat. Municipal Education Statistics

Based on the National Classification of Education (CNED-A), the first group with regard
to the level of education attained is the first stage of secondary education or lower,
ranging from lower levels to basic and compulsory education. 36.5% of the population
aged 16 and over belonged to this group, down 1.2 points on 2021. This group includes
people who have not completed primary school level education (1.7%), people who have
finished primary education (10.7%) and people who have completed the first stage of
secondary education (24.1%), basically equivalent to Compulsory Secondary Education,
Basic General Education, Lower Secondary Education etc., along with some vocational
training.

The second group is the level of secondary education and post-secondary non-higher
education, which comprised 20.3% of the population aged 16 and over, a rise of 0.3
points in comparison with 2021. This level refers to upper secondary education and basic
and intermediate level vocational training. The third group, the level of higher education,
accounted for 43.2% of the population, with an increase of 0.9 points compared to the
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previous year. Within this group, 15.5% corresponded to the level of advanced vocational
training, with 291,103 people.

Differences in the level of education were small between the provinces, but
greater between the regions

By province, small percentage differences were observed in terms of the level of
education attained by the population aged 16 and over. In Alava, there was a higher
proportion of individuals with a level of education belonging to group A, which
corresponds to the first stage of secondary education or lower, with 37.4%, in contrast
to 36.8% in Bizkaia and 35.6% in Gipuzkoa. Alava also had the highest proportion of
people with a level of education from group B, which covers the second stage of
secondary education and post-secondary non-higher education, with 21.5%, compared
to 20.7% in Gipuzkoa and 19.8% in Bizkaia. However, the level of education in group C,
which represents higher education, was slightly more common in Gipuzkoa, with 43.7%,
and Bizkaia, with 43.4%, than in Alava, with 41.1%.

Population aged 16 and over in the Basque Country by the level of
education achieved according to historical territory (%). 2021-2022

Basque Country Araba / Alava Bizkaia Gipuzkoa

2022 2021 2022 2021 2022 2021 2022 2021
Level of training achieved 1.879375 1.877.675 280449 278904 986.633 987220 612293 611.551
AFirst stage of secondary and lower education (level 0-2) 36,5 378 374 387 36,8 380 35,7 369
B.Second stage of secondary education and non-tertiary post-secondary education (level 3-4) 203 200 215 211 198 194 20,7 203
C.Higher education (including doctorate)level 5-8) 432 423 M1 40,2 434 42,6 437 427

Date September 29, 2023

Source: Eustat. Municipal Education Statistics

At regional level, the differences with regard to higher education were more pronounced.
Of particular note were the regions of Plentzia-Mungia (56%) and Estribaciones del
Gorbea (52.4%), where more than half of the population aged 16 and over had
completed higher education, exceeding the Basque Country average by 12.8 and 9.2
percentage points, respectively. At the other end of the scale were the regions of Rioja
Alavesa (33.6%) and Encartaciones (36.3%), where around a third of the population had
reached the level of higher education.
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Population aged 16 and over in the Basque Country by territorial area, according to the
level of training achieved in higher education (% ). 01/01/2022

Plentzia-Mungia 56,0

Gorbeialdea / Estribaciones del Gorbea 52,4

Urola-Kostaldea / Urola Costa 46,3

Donostialdea / Donostia-San Sebastian 45,6

Arabako Kantaurialdea / Cantabrica Al 44,5
Gipuzkoa 43,7
Bizkaia 43,4
Bilbo Handia / Gran Bilbao 43,2

C.A. de Euskadi 43,2

Gernika-Bermeo 43,1

Afana 42,3

Durangaldea / Duranguesado 42,2

Debagoiena / Alto Deba 42,2

Bidasoa Beherea / Bajo Bid. 41,7
Tolosaldea / Tolosa 41,2

Araba/Alava 41,1
Arratia Nerbioi / Arratia-Nervién 41,0

Arabako Lautada / Llanada Al 40,6
Debabarrena / Bajo Deba 40,4

Arabako Mendialdea / Montaiia Al 39,6
Goierri 39,4

Markina-Ondarroa 37,8

Enkartazioak / Encartaciones 36,3

Arabako Errioxa / Rioja Al 33,6

0,0 10,0 20,0 30,0 40,0 50,0 60,0

Lastly, there were also differences between the Basque capitals in the proportion of
people with higher education: San Sebastian had the highest percentage (50.8%),
followed by Bilbao (47.4%) and Vitoria-Gasteiz (40.5%), following the same order seen
in the provinces.

Higher education was slightly more common among men than women

Among men and women aged 16 and over, the largest group was higher education, with
43.9% in the case of men and 42.5% in that of women; next was the first stage of
secondary education or lower, with a higher relative weight among women (38.7%) than
men (34.1%); and, lastly, the second stage of secondary education and post-secondary
non-higher education was more common among men (22%) than women (18.8%). By
province and level of higher education, women residing in Alava stood out for having a
higher relative value than men, 40.7% compared to 41.4%.

Population aged 16 and over in the Basque Country by level of
education attained according to historical territory and sex (%).
2022

Basque Country Araba / Alava Bizkaia Gipuzkoa
Total Men ‘Women Total Men Women Total Men Women Total Men Women
Level of training achieved 1.879.375 903.087 976.288 280.449 136.562 143.887 986.633 469.897 516.736 612.293 296.628 315.665
(GROUP A ©86.009 341 387 105.011 36,2 386 362675 340 392 218.323 335 377
(GROUP B 382.308 220 188 ©0.228 231 200 195.549 21.4 184 126.531 223 191
GROUP C 811.058 439 425 115.210 407 414 428409 446 24 267.439 442 432

Date September 29, 2023
Source: Eustat. Municipal Education Statistics
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11% of the population aged 16 and over were still in education and, of these,
more than half were pursuing higher education

In 2022, 11% of the population aged 16 and over in the Basque Country, equivalent to
207,608 people, were enrolled in some level of ongoing education according to the
National Classification of Education for ongoing education (CNED-P).

More than half of this group of students, 51.8% (a total of 107,499 people), were studying
at the level of higher education. 39.7%, 82,389 people, were at the level of secondary
education and post-secondary non-higher education. 6.1%, i.e. 12,686 people, were at
the level of first stage of secondary education or lower. Lastly, 2.4%, equivalent to 5,034
people, were enrolled in non-formal education for adults.

If we look at the student population aged 16 and over disaggregated by gender, we can
see that there was a higher proportion of women, representing 52.5%, in comparison to
men, accounting for 47.5%. This difference was consistently seen at all levels of ongoing
education. At primary school level, women represented 53.5%, a difference of 7.1
percentage points compared to men.

These proportions were very similar for men and women separately. The differences
consisted of a higher proportion of men in group B, the second stage of secondary
education and post-secondary non-higher education (+1.9 points), and a higher
proportion of women in all the others, in particular non-formal education (+1 point).

Primary and secondary education was primarily completed in the
municipality of residence and higher education in another municipality in
the same province

In 2022, more than half the student population in the first stage of secondary education
or lower and secondary education and post-secondary non-higher education (54.5% and
55.8%, respectively) studied in their home municipality. On the other hand, 45% of the
population aged 16 and over in the Basque Country pursued both advanced level
vocational training and university studies in a municipality belonging to their home
province, i.e. 48,349 people. At this level, there was a significant proportion of individuals
whose place of study was located in another autonomous region or abroad (18.1%). This
situation was not seen at the other levels of education.
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Student population aged 16 and over in the Basque Country by level of studies in progress and

18,1
Higher education 17,5
45,0
19,4
1,9
Second stage of secondary education and 3,2
non-tertiary post-secondary education 39,1
55,8
0,8
) ) 5,5
First stage of secondary and lower education 392
54,5
- 10,0 20,0 30,0 40,0 50,0 60,0

In other Autonomous Communities or abroad
M In another Historical Territory of the Basque Country
M In another municipality of the Historical Territory of residence

For further information:

Eustat - Euskal Estatistika Erakundea / Basque Statistics Institute
C/ Donostia-San Sebastian, 1 01010 Vitoria-Gasteiz

Press Service: servicioprensa@eustat.es Tel.: 945 01 75 62
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