
 
Page 1(2) 

 

Press Release 30/06/2023 
 

DIRECTORY OF ECONOMIC ACTIVITIES. 01 January 2022 
INTERNATIONAL DAY OF COOPERATIVES 

 

The number of people working in cooperatives 
reached 54,000, 5.9% of employment in the 

Basque Country  
 

More than 50% of employment in cooperatives is in Gipuzkoa 
 
There are 1,856 cooperatives in the Basque Country, distributed in 2,741 establishments 
representing 1.6% of the total, according to Eustat data. These companies employ more 
than 54,000 people, equivalent to 5.9% of total employment in the Basque Country. In 
addition, in 2021, they attained net sales of over 8,000 million euros. 
 
In the distribution of establishments by province, Bizkaia accounted for 43.4%, Gipuzkoa 
for 42.4% and Álava for 14.2%. However, in terms of employment, Gipuzkoa is 
noteworthy, accounting for 53.9% of the total, followed by Gipuzkoa with 36.6% and 
Álava with 9.5%. 
 
By sector and in relation to the number of establishments, the Trade and Repairs sector 
stands out, with 18.6% of the total, followed by the Manufacturing Industry with 12.2% 
and Professional, Scientific and Technical Activities with 11.8%. 
 

 
 

However, regarding the number of jobs, with almost 20,000 jobs and 36.2% of 
cooperative employment, the Manufacturing Industry, is the most significant sector. 
Education, together with Trade and Repairs also plays an important role, representing 
16.2% and 15.9% of employment, respectively. 
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By sex, 52.1% of people employed in cooperatives in the Basque Country were men and 
47.9% were women, 3.4 percentage points more than the average of the total for all 
establishments. The sectors with most female employees were Hospitality (87.1%), 
Trade and Repairs (76.8%), Education (70.4%) and Healthcare and Social Services 
(65.5%). By contrast, the sectors in which the majority of employees were male were 
Construction (92.3%) and Transport & Storage (84.1%). 
 
Cooperatives have a significant presence in several municipalities in the Basque 
Country. The 10 most notable municipalities in terms of employment in cooperatives are: 
Arrasate/Mondragón, Bilbao, Vitoria-Gasteiz, Oñati, San Sebastián, Aretxabaleta, 
Elorrio, Hernani, Bergara and Irún. 
 
These 10 municipalities account for 46.5% of cooperative establishments and represent 
49.3% of the overall employment. For employment, Arrasate/Mondragón stands out, with 
10.9% of employment and 3% of establishments. In turn, Bilbao accounts for 16% of 
establishments and 10.9% of employment. 
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