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MIGRATORY MOVEMENTS STATISTICS. 2021 

The positive migratory balance for 2021 stood at 
more than 3,500 people in the Basque Country 

Immigration and emigration increased by 11.9% and 16.7% respectively 
compared to 2020 

In 2021, 39,427 immigrants arrived compared to 35,221 in 2020, up 11.9%. There was 
also a 16.7% increase in the number of emigrations which rose from 30,709 in 2020 to 
35,839 in 2021, meaning the migratory balance stood at 3,588 people, according to 
Eustat data. As a result of this growth in emigration numbers, this migratory balance 
was lower than that of the previous year (924 people), despite the growth in 
immigration numbers. 
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The migratory balance reported two different periods during 2021; negative between 
January and June (2,496 people), and positive in the second half of the year (6,084 
people).  

By province, Bizkaia, which gained 1,465 people, recorded the highest migratory 
balance in absolute figures, Álava recorded a positive balance of 1,179 people and 
Gipuzkoa gained 944 people. In percentage terms, only Álava reported an increase in 
respect to the previous year, up 85.7%, while Bizkaia was down 12.1% and Gipuzkoa 
57.3%. As regards the capitals, the migratory balances were positive in both San 
Sebastián and Vitoria-Gasteiz, with rises of 665 and 852 people, respectively. Bilbao 
was down 35 people. 

In relation to the movements that occur between the Basque Country and the other 
Autonomous Regions, there was a negative balance of 573 people in 2021, recovering 
somewhat compared to the previous year, which recorded -733 people. On the other 
hand, although the balance with other countries was positive (4,161 people) it was 
significantly lower than in 2020 (5,245 people). 

The external mobility rate remained relatively low 

In 2021, external or extra-community geographical mobility involved 34.3 people per 
thousand inhabitants of the Basque Country and was just over 4 points above that of 
the previous year, but 6 points lower than the average for the Autonomous Regions, 
where on average 40.4 inhabitants per thousand moved. By provinces, Álava reached 
39.3‰, Bizkaia stood at 33.4‰ and Gipuzkoa at 33.5‰. 
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If we take into account the migratory movements with the different Autonomous 
Regions we see that the Basque Country maintained a positive migratory balance, with 
6 of them, while in the other 11 the migratory balance was negative. In 2021, the 
negative balances were equal to -1,206 people, compared to the more than -2,600 of 
the previous year. 

The Autonomous Regions that attracted the emigrants from the Basque Country were 
as follows, in order: Castilla y León, Madrid, Cantabria and Catalonia. Between the four 
of them they received 50% of the people who left this Community for other 
Autonomous Regions. 

The Autonomous Regions that contributed the most immigrants were as follows, in 
descending order: Madrid, Castilla y León, Cantabria and Catalonia. Between the 4 of 
them they contributed 49% of the total immigrants from the rest of Spain. 

Andalusia is the Autonomous Region that contributed the highest positive balance, with 
281 people, and Cantabria contributed the most negative, with -348. 

The average age of the emigrants (37.7 years old) was higher than that of the 
immigrants (34.1 years old). 48% of immigrations and 46% of emigrations were by 
people in the 20-39 age group. 

In relation to gender, the percentages were maintained: men represented 53% of 
immigrants and women 47%. Similarly, 54% of emigrants were men and 46% were 
women. 

58% of immigrants and 45% of emigrants were foreign nationals 

1.972

611

442 431

740

2.264

2.670

526

2.022

1.200

498

803

2.782

397

1.479

847

128

1.691

633

462
445

744

2.612

2.915

436

1.952

1.297

510

1.021

2.737

310

1.604

948

68

0

500

1.000

1.500

2.000

2.500

3.000

3.500

Immigration Emigration

Source: Eustat. Migratory movements statistics

Basque Country migrations by Autonomous Region of origin and destination
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Immigration of foreign nationals stood at 22,721 in 2021, of which 6,408 came from 
other Autonomous Regions, predominantly Madrid, Catalonia and Andalusia, and 
16,363 came from abroad. 

Emigrations of foreign nationals rose to 16,167, accounting for 45% of the total. The 
destination for 72% of them was abroad. Therefore, the balance of foreign nationals 
was positive by 6,604.  

67% of the changes of residence among the Basque population occurred 
within the Autonomous Region of the Basque Country itself 

10.5% of the Basque population changed their place of residence in 2021, with the 
mobility on 67% of the occasions being within the Basque Country, whilst in the other 
cases the mobility was extra-community. 

In total, 229,926 changes of normal places of residence were recorded in the Basque 
Country. Of these, 99,981 were changes of address within the same municipality. Intra-
community mobility, in other words, where the origin and destination are different 
municipalities of the Basque Country, increased to 54,679 movements. 

There were also 39,427 cases of extra-community or external immigration, which are 
those that have their origin outside the Autonomous Region and where the destination 
is the Basque Country. Of these cases, 19,615 came from abroad. This represented an 
rise of 15.8% compared to figures for 2020. 

Finally, there were 35,839 external or extra-community emigrations, or in other words, 
changes in the place of residence from a municipality of the Autonomous Region to a 
destination outside the region; 43% (15,454) of which were abroad. 

For further information: 
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