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FOREIGN TRADE STATISTICS (ECOMEX). November 2021

Exports of goods from the Basque Country grew by
25.7% in November 2021

The cumulative total of exports for the first eleven months of 2021 registered a year-
on-year increase of 22.7% and surpassed pre-pandemic figures

There was a rise in exports of goods from the Basque Country of 25.7% in November 2021,
according to Eustat data. Exports of energy products rose by 72.7% and those of non-energy products
(95% of the total value) were up 24.0%. Exports stood at 2,600.4 million euros compared to 2,068.5
million in the same month of the previous year.

Imports saw growth of 45.1% in November 2021, reaching a value of 2,163.8 million euros. Energy
imports increased by 60.2%, and non-energy imports were up 41.2%.

Evolution of Foreign Trade of goods of the Basque
Country. Thousands of euros. November 2021

Exports Imports
November MNovember
2020 2021 Increase (%) 2020 2021 Increase (%)
BASQUE COUNTRY
TOTAL FOR THE MONTH 2.068.484 2.600.375 257 1.491.414 2.163.760 451
ENERGETIC PRODUCTS 72570 125.301 727 306.196 490.463 60,2
NOMN ENERGETIC PRODUCTS 1.995.914 2.475.075 24,0 1.185.218 1.673.297 41,2
ANNUAL ACCUMULATED 19.226.262  23.584.357 227 14412176  19.101.104 325
ENERGETIC PRODUCTS 855.975 1.240.232 44,9 2736333 4.071.688 488
NOMN ENERGETIC PRODUCTS 18370287 22344125 216 11675843 15029416 287
ARABA / ALAVA
TOTAL FOR THE MONTH 617.044 817.449 325 376.375 516.037 371
ANNUAL ACCUMULATED 5.735.505 6.812.091 188 3.356.058 4.165.790 241
BIZKAIA
TOTAL FOR THE MONTH 758.529 978.854 29,0 771.880 1.189.633 54,1
ANNUAL ACCUMULATED 7.141.597 9.391.493 315 7.769.707  10.719.665 380
GIPUZKOA
TOTAL FOR THE MONTH 692.912 804.073 16,0 343.160 458.089 335
ANNUAL ACCUMULATED £6.349.160 7.380.773 16,2 3.286.410 4.215.648 283

Date January 20, 2022

Source: Eustat. Foreign trade statistics
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Provinces

Alava registered the largest growth in exports this month, with 32.5%, due to the rise in “Transport
Material” (32.0%) and in “Metals and articles thereof” (50.6%). The increase in Bizkaia was 29.0% as
a result of the rise in “Mineral and Energy Products” (67.4%), which, with an increase of 51 million,
this month accounted for 13% of the total exported from this province, and in “Metals and articles
thereof” (21.5%), “Electrical Material” (28.8%) and “Chemical Products” (143.3%). The balance was
also positive in Gipuzkoa (16.0%) due to the upturn of 31.5% in “Metals and articles thereof”.

As regards imports, it was Bizkaia that accounted for the highest growth (54.1%), owing to the rise
in acquisitions of “Mineral and Energy Products” (69.9%), with 207 million more than the previous
year, “Metals and articles thereof” (79.6%) and “Vegetable Products” (113.2%). Growth in Gipuzkoa
stood at 33.5%, primarily because of the increases in “Metals and articles thereof” (39.6%) and
“Electrical Material”’ (25.9%). Alava also saw a rise of 37.1% based on “Electrical Material” (50.9%)
and “Metals and articles thereof” (75.5%).

Activity Branches (A86)

Analysing the largest activity branches, and in relation to exports, standing out this November were
the increases in exports of “Coke Plants & Oil Refining” (77.9%) and “Iron & Steel Products” (63.9%).
In the latter case, the phenomenon occurred for yet another month in all three provinces, but
especially in Bizkaia (130 million exported) and in Gipuzkoa (93 million), although Alava was not far
behind with 74.6 million. “Machine Tools” also experienced strong growth (61.7%), concentrated in
Gipuzkoa, with sales of 69 million. Products relating to the “Manufacture of motor vehicles” owe their
18.0% increase (93.5 million more than in November 2020) to the 480 million exported this month
from the province of Alava.

In relation to imports, it is worth noting that the largest activity branch, “Extraction & Petroleum
Industries” (21% of the total), saw significant growth of 95.6%, together with “Iron & Steel Products”
(95.1%) and the “Manufacture of motor vehicles” (49.6%). In contrast, the decrease in “Coke Plants
& Oil Refining” (-41.8%) stood out, with purchases down 33 million on the same month of the previous
year.

Largest customs duty groups

A more detailed look reveals year-on-year rises in exports of “Refined Petroleum Oils” (94.5%), with
an increase of 56.3 million in respect of the same month of the previous year, and “Fishing vessels
and factory ships for processing marine products” (56.2 million), which were exported to Greenland
from Gipuzkoa. There was also growth in exports of “Iron or Non-Alloy Steel Sections” (84.7%),
“Railway or Tramway Vehicle Parts” (177.7%), “Aluminium sheets and strips of a thickness exceeding
0.2 mm” (271.0%) and “Seamless tubes and hollow profiles made of iron or steel” (80.1%).
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Main exporting tariff headings in the Basque
Country. Thousands of euros (p). November 2021

2020 2021 2021 2021/2020
% %

Total 2.068.484 2.600.375 100 257
Tourisms of less than 10 people 146.885 223549 86 52,2
Mator vehicles for goods transport 204458 213483 82 44
Parts and accessories of motor vehicles 150499 163.035 6.3 83
Refined petroleum oils 59.603 115919 45 94,5
New rubber tyres 80936 97361 37 203
Iron or non-alloyed profiles 37.119 68543 26 847
Fishing boats and boats factory for the processing of marine products 0 56219 22 -
Vehicle parts for rail road tracks or similar 18.904 52,500 20 1717
Tubes and hollow profiles,without welding, of iron or steel without welding 26417 47574 1.8 801
Sheets and bands, of aluminum, of a thickness exceeding 0.2 mm 12016 44584 1.7 2710
Goods not specifically covered by the customs tariff 24292 41615 1.6 7.3
Faucet articles, valves and similar organs for pipes 48.664  40.230 1.5 -17.3
Other iron and steel manufacturers 28.652 30563 1.2 6.7
Bars and sections, in stainless steel 19416  26.290 1.0 354
Unwrought aluminium 9.669 26277 1.0 171.8
Bars and profiles, of other alloyed steels and bars for perforation 15.627  26.082 1.0 66,9
Wine made with fresh grapes 23105 25952 1.0 123
Machines and presses for forging, stamping, shearing, punching, tinching, winding, bending, folding. 7151 23459 09 228,0
straightening or flattening

Electrical transformers, static converters and reactance coils 14184 22.736 09 60,3
Other tubes and hollow profiles of iron or steel 16432 20324 0.8 237
Wires, electrically conductive insulated cables and fiber optic cables 17.320 20.098 0.8 16,0
Transmission shafts, bearings, gear units clutches... 15499  19.593 0.8 264
Copper waste and scrap 14679  19.200 0.7 308
Construction-based sheets, rods, profiles, tubes and similars, of cast iron, iron or steel 14.656 18746 0.7 279
Other cast articles of iron or steel 16363  18.191 0.7 11.2

(p)Provisional data
Date January 20, 2022

Source: Eustat. Foreign trade statistics

Of particular note this month was the good performance of products connected to the vehicle sector,
given that there were increases in all of them: “Goods Transport Vehicles” rose by 4.4%, “Vehicle
parts and accessories” by 8.3% and “Passenger cars with fewer than 10 seats”, to a greater extent,
by 52.2%. Exports of “New Rubber Tyres” also increased (20.3%).

In the case of imports, there was a rise in “Petroleum oils or oils obtained from bituminous minerals”
(102.4%), 207.7 million euros more than in November 2020, but 4,235 tonnes less. This decrease in
the volume imported was even more pronounced in the case of “Petroleum gas and other hydrocarbon
gases”, with a year-on-year decline of 69,836 tonnes, but 10.4 million euros more than in November
2020. It went from 22.3 million to 32.7 million in imports, an upturn of 46.5%. As in previous months,
this increase was due to purchases of “Natural gas”. This trend was more evident still in the case of
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“Refined Petroleum Oils”, with a year-on-year decrease of 176,472 tonnes and 35.4 million euros less
(-45.6%).

There was a notable rise this month in imports of “Flat, hot-rolled iron or non-alloy steel products of a
width exceeding 599 mm” (146.4%), “Internal combustion engines, diesel or semi-diesel” (77.3%),
“Vehicle parts and accessories” (36.5%), “Remelting scrap ingots of iron or steel” (81.8%) and “Soya
Beans, Whether or Not Broken” (55.9%).

Sourcel/destination customers

In November 2021, five countries (France, Germany, the United States, the United Kingdom and Italy)
were the Basque Country’s biggest customers, absorbing 51.6% of the total. Three of them belong to
the EU27, an entity that accounts for 61.5% of Basque exports.

As regards the main supplier countries, they were: Germany (367 million), France (212 million), China
(186 million), Russia (117 million) and Mexico (96 million), which together accounted for 45.2% of the
total imported.

ANNUAL CUMULATIVE TOTAL

The cumulative total of exports from the Basque Country up to November surpassed
pre-pandemic figures for the same period of 2019

During the first eleven months of 2021, exports of goods from the Basque Country grew by 22.7%
(4,358 million more than the previous year), reaching 23,584 million euros. The cumulative total
recorded for this period in 2019 was finally reached and surpassed by 7.56 million this month, thus
exceeding pre-pandemic figures (23,576.8 million in 2019 compared to 23,584.4 million in 2021).

Foreign trade in the Basque Country during the first eleven months of 2021 generated a positive
balance of 4,483.3 million euros, with a coverage rate of 123.5%.

Evolution of Foreign Trade of goods of the
Basque Country. Thousands of euros.
Accumulated January - November 2021

Exports Imports
January - November January - November
2020 2021 Increase (%) 2020 2021 Increase (%)

BASQUE COUNTRY

TOTAL FOR THE MONTH 19.226.262 23584357 227 14.412.176 19.101.104 325
EMERGETIC PRODUCTS 855975 1.240.232 44,9 2.736.333 4.071.688 488
NON ENERGETIC PRODUCTS 18.370.287 22344125 216 11.675.843 15.029.416 287
ARABA / ALAVA 5.735.505 6.812.091 188 3.356.058 4165790 241
BIZKAIA 7.141.597 9.391.493 315 7.769.707 10.719.665 380
GIPUZKOA 6.349.160 7.380.773 16.2 3.286.410 4.215.648 283

Date January 20, 2022
Source: Eustat. Foreign trade statistics
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Provinces

Bizkaia stood out during this period in terms of export activity, as, with a year-on-year increase of
31.5%, it was the leader in exports, reaching 9,391.5 million euros. In Alava, the rise stood at 18.8%
(6,812.1 million euros) and in Gipuzkoa it was 16.2% (7,380.8 million euros).

As regards imports, the performance was more even in the three provinces: Bizkaia saw an increase
of 38.0% and imported goods to the value of 10,719.7 million euros, followed by Gipuzkoa with
4,215.6 million, up 28.3%, and, lastly, Alava with 24.1% and a contribution of 4,165.8 million to the
Basque Country total.

Products

Considering the type of product, it was Non-energy Products, with a year-on-year increase of 3,973.8
million (21.6%), which most contributed to the growth in exports, while Energy Products also recorded
384.3 million more than the previous year (44.9%).

Imports of Energy products rose by 48.8% and those of Non-energy Products were up 28.7%.
Destination countries

The ranking of countries to which Basque Country exports were sent in this period was topped by
Germany, with 16.2% of the total exported, followed by France (16.1%), the United Kingdom (6.7%),
the United States (6.2%) and Italy with 5.3%. These five countries accounted for half of Basque
exports (50.4%), with 11,887 million euros. If we add Belgium (5.2%), the Netherlands (4.9%),
Portugal (4.3%), China (2.6%) and Poland (2.4%) to the aforementioned states, the total amounted
to 16,448 million euros, representing 69.7% of total Basque exports.

Activity Branches (A86)

Among the largest activity branches by export volume, of particular note was “Iron and Steel products”,
with an increase of 47.7% compared to the same period of the previous year, exceeding it by 842.6
million euros to reach 2,607.8 million. There was also considerable growth in exports of “Agricultural
and livestock products” (146.7%), “Non-ferrous Metals” (47.4%), “Coke Plants & Oil Refining” (45.3%),
“Electrical Material & Equipment” (21.7%), “Rubber Products” (19.2%) and, particularly, “Naval
Construction” (250.8%), among others.

The branch of products relating to the “Manufacture of motor vehicles” (5,127 million and 21.7% of
the total) registered cumulative growth of 14.6% at the end of November 2021, with 654.6 million more
than in the same period of the previous year.

For imports, it is worth highlighting that the largest branch, “Mineral and Extraction Industries” (crude
oil), was up 37.6% and those following it in terms of volume also grew, especially “Iron and Steel
products” (69.1%) and, most notably, “Coke Plants & Oil Refining” (101.9%) (refined oil).

Largest customs duty groups

A more detailed look reveals that, within exports, three of the top 25 customs duty groups had negative
growth rates: “Seamless tubes and hollow profiles made of iron or steel” (-13.2%), “Unrefined copper
and copper anodes for electrolytic refining” (-11.7%) and “Railway or Tramway Vehicle Parts” (-4.7%).
In the remaining customs duty groups, the rates were positive, with the following standing out due to
their significance and specific weight: “Passenger cars with fewer than 10 seats” (19.4%), “Vehicle
parts and accessories” (24.3%), “Goods Transport Vehicles” (5.4%), “Refined Petroleum Oils”
(43.4%) and “New Rubber Tyres” (16.3%). These groups comprised the leading Basque export group,
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with a cumulative total of 7,034.9 million euros, accounting for 29.8% of exports from the Basque
Country.

If we carry out the same analysis for imports, of particular relevance was the increase in purchases
of “Refined Petroleum Oils” (96.2%), which, in the period in question, accumulated 827 million euros
compared to 422 million in the same period of the previous year, going from 1,324,085 tonnes to
1,735,095 tonnes, i.e. 411,010 tonnes more. Another customs duty group that grew considerably in
this period was “Remelting scrap ingots of iron or steel” (95.3%). Attention should also be drawn to
the rise in monetary imports of “Petroleum gas and other hydrocarbon gases”, with an increase of
47.0%. However, in terms of volume, this represented a decrease of 21.2%, as it went from 1.3 million
tonnes to one million.

Main export tariff headings in the Basque
Country. Thousands of euros (p). Accumulated
January - November 2021

2020 2021 2021%  2021/2020%

Total 19.226.262 23.584.357 100 227
Tourisms of less than 10 people 1.663.613 1.985.577 84 194
Parts and accessories of motor vehicles 1.299.780 1.615.935 6.9 243
Motor vehicles for goods transport 1323.552 1.394.955 59 54
Refined petroleum oils 739.053 1.059.693 45 434
New rubber tyres 841.748 978.771 42 16,3
Iron or non-alloyed profiles 319.983 581.135 25 81.6
Faucet articles, valves and similar organs for pipes 445.807 541.511 23 21,5
Sheets and bands, of aluminum, of a thickness exceeding 0.2 mm 235.730 356.472 1.5 51.2
Vehicle parts for rail road tracks or similar 359.576 342717 1.5 4,7
Other iron and steel manufacturers 245585 311.540 1= 26,9
Tubes and hollow profiles,without welding, of iron or steel without welding 340.572 295.605 1.3 -132
Unwrought aluminium 90.697 247.318 1.0 1727
Other tubes and hallow profiles of iron or steel 155.540 242921 1.0 56,2
Bars and profiles, of other alloyed steels and bars for perforation 155.590 233.404 1.0 50,0
Bars and sections, in stainless steel 177.535 229.758 1.0 294
Goods not specifically covered by the customs tariff 125.964 223342 09 773
Electrical transformers, static converters and reactance coils 149.305 218.461 09 46,3
Wires, electrically conductive insulated cables and fiber optic cables 144.946 213.714 09 474
Wine made with fresh grapes 186.255 211.672 0.9 136
Hat-rolled flat products, iron or non-alloy steel, with a width greater than 599 mm 62.977 201.849 09 2205
Lifts, escalators, transporters.... 194.657 200.927 09 32
Fishing boats and boats factory for the processing of marine products 3 191.008 08

Transmission shafts, bearings, gear units clutches... 167.454 188.080 0.8 123
Padlocks, locks, bolts and keys made of base metals 159.581 180.629 08 132
Copper without refining; anodes for electrolytic refined copper 204.163 180.229 0.8 -11.7

(p)Provisional data
Date January 20, 2022

Source: Eustat. Foreign trade statistics
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Evolution of the foreign trade of the Basque Country
Millions Euros
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Source: Eustat. Foreign trade statistics (ECOMEX)

For further information:

Eustat - Euskal Estatistika Erakundea / Basque Statistics Institute
C/ Donostia-San Sebastian, 1 01010 Vitoria-Gasteiz

Press Service: servicioprensa@eustat.eus Tel.: 945 01 75 62
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