Eustat

EUSKAL ESTATISTIKA ERAKUNDEA
BASQUE STATISTICS INSTITUTE Press Release 13/09/2021

2
&

BIRTH STATISTICS. 1/2021

Births were down 12.5% in the first quarter of
2021 in the Basque Country

By month, of particular note was the drop of 18.1% in January

In the first quarter of 2021 the number of births in the Basque Country stood at 3,298,
which was a drop of 12.5% compared to the same quarter of the previous year, according
to Eustat data. The number of births fell in the three provinces: they were down 14.7%
in Bizkaia, 11,6% in Gipuzkoa and 7.7% in Alava. Specifically, 1,612 children were born
in Bizkaia, 1,133 were born in Gipuzkoa and 553 in Alava.

By month, the decrease in respect of 2020 was particularly pronounced in January,
18.1%, being 13.7% in February and 6% in March.

According to the age of the mother, the group of mothers aged 30-34 moved into first
position, producing 36.5% of births. Next, was the 35-39 age group, producing 34.7% of
births, followed by the 25-29 age group, although the latter only produced 13.2% of
births.

In respect of the same quarter of 2020, the number of women who became mothers aged
40 or over decreased, going from 406 in 2020 to 323 in 2021. Births by these women
made up 9.8% of the total (10.8% in 2020), exceeding the 5.9% of births by mothers
younger than 25. The age of maternity for single mothers was lower than that for women
who had children as a whole, with a notable 9.1% of single mothers being under 25.

Births outside marriage accounted for 48.9% of the total, a figure higher than that for the
first quarter of 2020 (44.7%). Bizkaia and Alava posted higher figures than the Basque
Country as a whole, of 52.8% and 49.9%, respectively, whereas in Gipuzkoa this
percentage was lower, 42.9%.

According to the order of birth, in the first quarter of 2021 48.5% of births, 1,599 children,
were first-born; 1,291 (39.1%) arrived in families that already had another child, and the
percentage of third or subsequent children stood at 12.4%, 0.8 points below the same
quarter of 2020.

The percentage of mothers with foreign nationality decreased

In 25.7% of births in the Basque Country during the first three months of 2021, the mother
was a foreign national, a percentage 3.1 percentage points lower than in the first quarter
of 2020. The reduction in the number of mothers from this collective reached 22%
between the two periods, whereas for those with Spanish nationality it was 8.6%. In
Alava the proportion of mothers with foreign nationality stood at 30.6%, compared to
25.3% in Bizkaia and 23.7% in Gipuzkoa.

Births among mothers with Latin American nationalities had the most weight among
foreign mothers, but their number, 380 births, fell by 25.8% between the first quarter of
2020 and this quarter. The second group with most weight was that of mothers with
African nationalities, with 252 births, which fell by 18.4% between the two periods.
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Live births to province, age of the mother, marital status of the mother, nationality of the
mother and order of birth (1).

Basque Country
Araba / Alava
Bizkaia
Gipuzkoa

Age of mother
< 24 years
25 - 29 years
30 - 34 years
35 - 39 years
> 40

The marital status of

mother
Married
Not married

Nationality of the mother
Spanish
Foreign

Order of birth
First
Second
Third or posterior

the

No
3.298
553
1.612
1.133
3.298
193
435
1.203
1.144
323

3.298

1.685
1.613
3.298
2.452
846
3.298
1.599
1.291
408

Current quarter
(I/2021)

%
100,0
16,8
48,9
34,4
100,0
5,9
13,2
36,5
34,7
9,8

100,0

51,1
48,9
100,0
74,3
25,7
100,0
48,5
39,1
12,4

Previous quarter

(IV/2020)
No %
3.428 100,0
544 15,9
1.745 50,9
1.139 33,2
3.428 100,0
241 7,0
473 13,8
1.205 35,2
1.124 32,8
385 11,2
3.428 100,0
1.746 50,9
1.682 49,1
3.428 100,0
2.399 70,0
1.029 30,0
3.428 100,0
1.713 50,0
1.275 37,2
440 12,8

(1) For the current quarter and the previus data are provisional

Source: Eustat. Birth statistics

Same quarter the
previous vear

(1/2020)

No
3.770
599
1.890
1.281
3.770
234
533
1.292
1.305
406

3.770

2.085
1.685
3.770
2.684
1.086
3.770
1.851
1.423
496

Live births to mothers residing in the Basque Country
and registered in the Basque Country
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%
100,0
15,9
50,1
34,0
100,0
6,2
14,1
34,3
34,6
10,8

100,0

55,3
44,7
100,0
71,2
28,8
100,0
49,1
37,7
13,2
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