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SERVICE SECTOR INDEX. TRADE. IV/2019 

 

Trade sector sales were up 0.5% in the fourth 
quarter of 2019 in the Basque Country 

 

Sales in the trade sector rose by 1.0% in 2019 in real terms 
 
 
The Trade sector, which comprises Wholesale Trade, Retail Trade, and the Sale & 
Repair of Vehicles, saw a 0.5% increase in sales in real terms, in the fourth quarter of 
2019, compared to the same quarter of the previous year, according to Eustat data. 
 
Trade sector sales rose by 0.2% compared with the previous quarter, at constant prices 
and once any seasonal effects had been eliminated. 
 

 
Within the Trade sector, the year-on-year trends were positive for the Sale & Repair of 
Motor Vehicles, with an increase of 6.0%, as well as for Retail Trade sales, which rose 
by 0.2%, while Wholesale Trade sales fell by 0.3%. 
By province, Álava saw Trade sector sales rise by 3.0%, in Gipuzkoa they were up 1.5%, 
but in Bizkaia there was a drop of 0.9%; all compared to the fourth quarter of 2018 and 
once the price effect had been discounted. 
 
The index of people employed in the Trade sector in the Basque Country remained 
unchanged (0.0%) in the year-on-year period. 
 
 

EUSKAL ESTATISTIKA ERAKUNDEA 

BASQUE STATISTICS INSTITUTE 



 

 

 
ICS-C IV/2019 

 

Page: 2(2) 

EUSKAL ESTATISTIKA ERAKUNDEA 
BASQUE STATISTICS INSTITUTE 

 
 
 

ANNUAL BALANCE 2019 
 
There was an accumulated increase of 1.0% in Trade sector sales for the year overall. 
Wholesale trade increased by 1.6% and Retail trade by 0.9%, whereas Sale & Repair of 
Motor Vehicles was down 1.1%. 
 
In Álava, Trade sector sales rose by 2.2%; in Bizkaia there was an increase of 0.4%, and 
in Gipuzkoa they were up 1.5%, all at constant prices. 
 
In 2019 the number of people employed in the Trade sector registered an increase of 
0.8% on the average for the previous year. 
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t / t-4 t / t-1 A (t) / A (t-4)

GENERAL INDEX 0,5 0,2 1,0

      Sale and repair of motor vehicles 6,0 2,6 -1,1

      Wholesale trade -0,3 0,6 1,6

      Retail trade 0,2 0,0 0,9

PROVINCES

      Araba/Álava 3,0 0,8 2,2

      Bizkaia -0,9 -0,1 0,4

      Gipuzkoa 1,5 0,3 1,5

EMPLOYMENT 0,0 -0,3 0,8

q / q-4 Year-on-year growth. Data corrected for calendar effects

q / q-1 Quarter-on-quarter growth. Seasonally adjusted data

Aq / A(q-4) Year-on-year variation up to current quarter. Data corrected for calendar effects

Source: Eustat. Service Index

Service Index of the Basque Country. Trade. Constant prices. 
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