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BIRTH STATISTICS. 111/2019

Births dropped 4.7% in the third quarter of 2019
in the Basque Country

Births outside marriage accounted for 45% of the total

In the third quarter of 2019 the number of births in the Basque Country stood at 4,078,
which was a drop of 4.7% compared to the same quarter of the previous year, according
to Eustat data. The province that experienced the biggest decrease was Gipuzkoa,
where 1,370 boys and girls were born, down 5.7% on the same quarter of the previous
year. In Bizkaia, with 2,008 births, there was a decrease of 5% and finally, in Alava, with
700 births, there was a drop of 1.5%.

Births outside of marriage accounted for 45% of the total, which was half a percentage
point higher than the 44.5% for the same period of the previous year.

According to the order of birth, 2,082 boys and girls (51.1%) were first children, in the
summer months of 2019; 1,482 (36.3%) arrived in families that already had another son
or daughter and 12.6% were third or subsequent children.

8 out of every 10 mothers were over the age of 30

Regarding the distribution of births according to the age of the mother, the 30-34 year-
old age group continued to be in the majority, producing 36.9% of births. They were
immediately followed by the 35-39 age group, with 32.7%. The 25-29 age group
accounted for 13.1% of births, and the under-25s for 7.6%. It is worth noting that those
aged 40 or over accounted for 9.8% of births.

The average age of mothers stood at 33.2, which was similar to the same quarter of the
previous year. However, for married mothers it stood at 33.6; for single mothers it was
32.4, and for divorcees it was 37.3.

The percentage of mothers with foreign nationality increased

Of the women who became mothers in the Basque Country in July, August and
September 2019, 27.3% were foreign nationals, a percentage which is higher than the
25.8% recorded for the same period of the previous year. This percentage was higher in
Alava and Gipuzkoa, reaching 34.1% and 27.5% respectively. In Bizkaia, the proportion
of mothers with foreign nationality stood at 24.7%.

The age at which women became mothers varied according to their nationality. In fact,

the average age of foreign mothers was 30.6, compared to 34.1 for mothers with Spanish
nationality.
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Live births to province, age of the mother, marital status of the mother, nationality of the

mother and order of birth (1).

Same quarter the

Trimestre Actual Previous quarter _
previous vear
III/2019 (II/2019) (III/2018)
No % No % No %
Basque Country 4.078 100,0 3.719 100,0 4.278 100,0
Araba / Alava 700 17,2 609 16,4 711 16,6
Bizkaia 2.008 49,2 1.871 50,3 2.114 49,4
Gipuzkoa 1.370 33,6 1.239 33,3 1.453 34,0
Age of mother 4.078 100,0 3.719 100,0 4.278 100,0
< 24 years 308 7,6 273 7,3 275 6,4
25 - 29 years 536 13,1 465 12,5 571 13,3
30 - 34 years 1.503 36,9 1.330 35,8 1.568 36,7
35 - 39 years 1.333 32,7 1.297 34,9 1.413 33,0
> 40 398 9,8 354 9,5 451 10,5
The marital status of the  ,.,8 1000 3.719 100,0 4.278  100,0
mother
Married 2.241 55,0 2.037 54,8 2.373 55,5
Not married 1.837 45,0 1.682 45,2 1.905 44,5
Nationality of the mother 4.078 100,0 3.719 100,0 4.278 100,0
Spanish 2.965 72,7 2.742 73,7 3.173 74,2
Foreign 1.113 27,3 977 26,3 1.105 25,8
Order of birth 4.078 100,0 3.719 100,0 4.278 100,0
First 2.082 51,1 1.791 48,2 2.199 51,4
Second 1.482 36,3 1.488 40,0 1.566 36,6
Third or posterior 514 12,6 440 11,8 513 12,0

(1) For the current quarter and the previus data are provisional
Source: Eustat. Birth statistics

Live births to mothers residing in the Basque Country
and registered in the Basque Country
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For further information:

Eustat - Euskal Estatistika Erakundea / Basque Statistics Institute
C/ Donostia-San Sebastian, 1 01010 Vitoria-Gasteiz
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