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MARRIAGE STATISTICS, IV/2018 

 

There were 1,629 marriages registered in the 

fourth quarter of 2018 in the Basque Country, up 

1.9% on the previous year 
 

In contrast, in the balance for 2018, the number of marriages in the 

Basque Country fell by 4.3% in 2018 
 
 
In the fourth quarter of 2018, 1,629 marriages were registered in the Basque Country, 
which was an increase of 1.9% compared to the same quarter in 2017, according to 
Eustat data. Of the total number of marriages, 52 were between people of the same 
sex (29 between men and 23 between women) and the remaining 1,577 were 
heterosexual marriages. 
 
The percentage of civil weddings stood at 85.1%, up 0.9 points on the same quarter of 
2017, and 7.7 points up on the third quarter of 2018. This percentage refers only to 
heterosexual marriages, to which a further 3.2 points should be added for marriages 
between people of the same sex, all of which were civil. 
 
1,550 men and 1,530 women resident in the Basque Country entered into marriage. 
For 1,283 spouses (82.8%) this was their first marriage, whilst 21 widowers and 246 
divorcees remarried. The percentage of women entering into marriage for the first time 
was slightly lower than that of men, with single women who married representing 
81.8% of the total (1,251 women); 11 widows and 268 divorcees also remarried. 
 

 
The percentage of married women of foreign nationality rose by almost 2 
percentage points 
 
In the fourth quarter of 2018, 12.3% of new husbands and 18.1% of new wives were 
foreign nationals. The percentage of foreign wives was 1.7 percentage points higher 
than the same quarter of the previous year (16.4%), whereas the percentage of foreign 
husbands was down slightly (-0.3 percentage points).  
 
Taking the province into account, 227 couples fixed their residence in Álava, 527 in 
Gipuzkoa and 779 in Bizkaia. The number of couples who fixed their residence outside 
of the Basque Country stood at 96. 
 
Regarding the distribution of married couples according to the age of the spouses, in 
the fourth quarter of 2018, 90.2% of recently married men were over 30 years of age, 
whereas amongst recently married women this percentage stood at 82.6%. In men this 
proportion was identical to that of the same quarter of the previous year, while it 
decreased by 1.4 points among women (84.0%). 
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http://en.eustat.es/ci_ci/estadisticas/clave_2/ti_Marriages/coyunturas.html
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In the provisional data for 2018, the number of marriages for individuals resident in the 
Basque Country fell by 4.3% with regards to the previous year. The proportion of civil 
marriages exceeded the figure for 2017 by 2.2 percentage points, reaching 85.6% of 
the total, which included homosexual marriages. 
 
For 2018 as a whole, 89.8% of husbands and 81.2% of wives entered into marriage at 
the age of 30 or over, a slightly lower percentage than in 2017 for men and a similar 
one for women (90.3% and 81.1%, respectively). 
 
 
 
Marriages of the Basque Country by territory of residence, sex, previus marital status and type of ceremony (1)

Nº % Nº % Nº %

MARRIAGES 1.629 100,0 2.715 100,0 1.599 100,0

   Araba / Álava 227 13,9 426 15,7 225 14,1

   Bizkaia 779 47,8 1.239 45,6 760 47,5

   Gipuzkoa 527 32,4 894 32,9 532 33,3

    Outside of the Basque Country 96 5,9 156 5,7 82 5,1

   Homosexuals 52 3,2 70 2,6 56 3,5

      Between men 29 1,8 22 0,8 24 1,5

      Between women 23 1,4 48 1,8 32 2,0

   Heterosexuales 1.577 96,8 2.645 97,4 1.543 96,5

  Canonical 190 11,7 544 20,0 196 12,3

  Civil 1.387 85,1 2.101 77,4 1.347 84,2

HUSBANDS 1.550 100,0 2.550 100,0 1.502 100,0

  Single 1.283 82,8 2.245 88,0 1.253 83,4

  Widower 21 1,4 15 0,6 15 1,0

  Divorced 246 15,9 290 11,4 234 15,6

   < 30 years 151 9,7 301 11,8 147 9,8

  30 - 39 years 740 47,7 1.405 55,1 734 48,9

   ≥ 40 years 659 42,5 844 33,1 621 41,3

   Spanish nationality 1.360 87,7 2.375 93,1 1.313 87,4

   Foreign nationality 190 12,3 175 6,9 189 12,6

WIVES 1.530 100,0 2.605 100,0 1.526 100,0

  Single 1.251 81,8 2.282 87,6 1.276 83,6

  Widower 11 0,7 8 0,3 12 0,8

  Divorced 268 17,5 315 12,1 238 15,6

   < 30 years 266 17,4 584 22,9 264 17,6

  30 - 39 years 733 47,9 1.346 52,8 756 50,3

   ≥ 40 years 531 34,7 675 26,5 506 33,7

  Spanish nationality 1.253 81,9 2.354 92,3 1.279 85,2

  Foreign nationality 277 18,1 251 9,8 247 16,4

(1) For the current quarter and the previous data are provisional

Source: Eustat. Marriage statistics

IV/2018
Previous quarter Same quarter the previous year

(III/2018) (IV/2017)
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For further information: 
Eustat - Euskal Estatistika Erakundea / Basque Statistics Institute  
C/ Donostia-San Sebastián, 1 01010 Vitoria-Gasteiz 
Press Service: servicioprensa@eustat.es Tel: 945 01 75 62  


