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TOURISM SATELLITE  ACCOUNT. 2016(a) 

 

Tourist spending in the Basque Country 

increased by 4.4% in 2016, standing at 6.1% of 

GDP 
 

It reached 7.7% of GDP in Gipuzkoa, el 5.3% in Bizkaia y and 5.2% in 
Álava 
 
Tourist spending in the Basque Country in 2016 was up 4.4% on 2015, according to 
Eustat data. In absolute terms, it went from 4,119 million in 2015 to 4,229 million in 
2016. In relation to GDP, tourist spending accounted for 6.1% in 2016, one tenth more 
than in 2015. 
 
This increase in tourist spending occurred in both inbound tourism (+5.5%), i.e. 
spending in the Basque Country by tourists and day-trippers who come from abroad or 
the rest of Spain, and in other components of tourist spending (+3.2%). This has 
meant that, for another year, there was an increase in the proportion of inbound 
tourism in overall spending, reaching 51.5% in 2016, up 0.6 percentage points 
compared to 2015. 
 

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016(a)

Total Tourist Spending 3.618.945 3.706.425 3.799.935 3.803.144 3.921.201 4.119.211 4.299.288

Incoming tourism 1.712.795 1.782.052 1.875.625 1.898.298 1.988.273 2.097.648 2.213.667

Other components of tourism 1.906.150 1.924.373 1.924.310 1.904.846 1.932.928 2.021.563 2.085.621

Total Tourist Spending  (%) 100,0 100,0 100,0 100,0 100,0 100,0 100,0

Incoming tourism 47,3 48,1 49,4 49,9 50,7 50,9 51,5

Other components of tourism 52,7 51,9 50,6 50,1 49,3 49,1 48,5

Porcentaje sobre el PIB p.m.

Total Tourist Spending 5,4 5,5 5,8 5,8 5,9 6,0 6,1

Incoming tourism 2,6 2,7 2,9 2,9 3,0 3,0 3,1

Other components of tourism 2,8 2,8 2,9 2,9 2,9 3,0 3,0

Source: Eustat. Tourism satellite account

Base 2015

(a) Advance

Table 1. Contribution of tourism to the GDP of the Basque Country. Current Prices

(thousands of euros). 2010-2016(a)

 
 
The item "other components of tourist spending" includes spending by tourists and 
day-trippers in the Basque Country, spending on tourism by Basque public 
administrations and the gross capital formation of companies pertaining to the 
characteristic branches of tourism. 
 
Within tourist spending, of particular note is the importance of day-trips, which includes 
all tourist trips in which the traveller does not spend the night away from their usual 
residence, both of residents of the Basque Country and those from the rest of Spain 
and abroad. This characteristic can be explained by the proximity of France, especially 
in the province of Gipuzkoa. 
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The Basque Country continues to stand out due to the importance, in terms of 
spending, of its outbound tourism (journeys and trips by Basque residents outside of 
the Basque Country) compared with inbound tourism (journeys and trips by non-
residents within the Autonomous Region), which created a deficit of 2,325 million 
euros, 3.3% of GDP in 2016. In the period 2010-2014, this balance had been reducing 
as a result of greater dynamism in inbound tourism and restrained spending by Basque 
people outside of the Basque Country. However, in 2015 it retrogressed once again, 
due to the rise in spending on outbound tourism, which increased in 2016. 
 
Specifically, 2016 was characterised by a stronger trend in outbound tourism spending 
(5.7%), as opposed to inbound tourism spending (+5.5%), with which the negative 
tourism balance increased by 5.8%. 
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Tourist spending increased in all three provinces in 2016 
 
In terms of spending, Bizkaia represented 44.3% of the total in 2016, followed very 
closely by Gipuzkoa with 41.9%, and Álava, where spending made up 13.8% of the 
total. All three provinces saw an improvement compared with 2015, although it was 
greater in Gipuzkoa, with an increase of 4.9%, above the average; in Bizkaia the 
growth was 4.4% and in Álava it was 2.8%. 
 
Gipuzkoa remains the province for which tourism acts as a driving force in the 
economy, despite the increased prominence of the other two territories. In 2016 tourist 
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spending in Gipuzkoa represented 7.7% of its GDP, whilst in Bizkaia the same 
indicator rose to 5.3% (a historic high in both) and in Álava it was 5.2%. 
 
Finally, in 2015 tourism provided 46,436 jobs in the Basque Country, which is 4.6% of 
the total volume of employment in the Basque Country. 
 

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016(a)

TOURIST SPENDING

Basque Country 3.618.945 3.706.425 3.799.935 3.803.144 3.921.201 4.119.211 4.299.288

Araba/Álava 507.920 543.392 571.949 551.456 563.089 579.464 595.708

Bizkaia 1.573.132 1.623.525 1.661.834 1.680.990 1.724.166 1.823.481 1.903.694

Gipuzkoa 1.537.893 1.539.508 1.566.152 1.570.698 1.633.946 1.716.266 1.799.886

PERCENTAGE STRUCTURE

Basque Country 100,0 100,0 100,0 100,0 100,0 100,0 100,0

Araba/Álava 14,0 14,7 15,1 14,5 14,3 14,1 13,8

Bizkaia 43,5 43,8 43,7 44,2 44,0 44,2 44,3

Gipuzkoa 42,5 41,5 41,2 41,3 41,7 41,7 41,9

PERCENTAGE ON GDP p.m.

Basque Country 5,4 5,5 5,8 5,8 5,9 6,0 6,1

Araba/Álava 4,8 5,0 5,3 5,2 5,2 5,2 5,2

Bizkaia 4,6 4,8 5,0 5,1 5,1 5,3 5,3

Gipuzkoa 7,0 7,0 7,2 7,3 7,4 7,6 7,7

Source: Eustat. Tourism satellite account

Base 2015

(a) Avance

Table 2: Contribution of tourism to the Basque economy by province and year,

Absolute value and percentage on the GDP p.m. Current prices(thousands of euros).

2005-2016(a)
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