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SURVEY ON TOURIST ESTABLISHMENTS. APARTMENTS. JANUARY 2018

Overnight stays in tourist apartments in the Basque
Country increased by 15.5% in January 2018

In hotels, rural accommodation and tourist apartments as a whole, there was a 2.2%
increase in overnight stays in January

Overnight stays registered in tourist apartment in the Basque Country in January 2018 reached
13,614, which was an increase of 15.5% on those registered in January of the previous year,
according to Eustat data in relation to tourist apartments. This is the first time Eustat has produced
this data, and it is a further step towards our objective of completing the framework of the tourist
establishments survey for all types of establishments.

There was a year-on-year upward trend in overnight stays in Alava and Bizkaia, where they rose
by 84.1% and 11.4%, respectively, but in Gipuzkoa they were down 27.0%.

On the other hand, there were 2,788 visitors registered in tourist apartments in the Basque
Country in January 2018, which is a fall of 8.3%.

Table 1.- Overnight stays, visitor numbers, average stay and bed
occupancy rates in hotel establishments in the Basque Country.
Januarv 2018

Overnight stays Visitors Average length
m/m-12 m/m-12

01/2018 /(%) 01/2018 /(%) 01/2018 01/2017
BASQUE COUNTRY 13.614 15,5 2.788 -8,3 4,88 3,88
State 10.259 15,4 2.150 -4,8 4,77 3,94
Foreigners 3.355 15,8 638 -18,5 5,26 3,70
ARABA/ALAVA 6.957 84,1 583 37,6 11,93 8,92
State 5.362 63,3 524 30,1 10,23 8,15
Extranjeros 1.595 222,2 59 184,8 27,03 23,90
BIZKAIA 4.310 -27,0 1.385 -21,3 3,11 3,35
State 3.322 -18,3 1.132 -13,1 2,94 3,12
Foreigners 988 -46,3 253 -44,7 3,90 4,02
GIPUZKOA 2.348 11,4 820 -4,2 2,86 2,46
State 1.575 1,9 494 -10,4 3,19 2,80
Foreigners 773 37,3 326 7,1 2,37 1,85

Source: Eustat. Survey on tourist establishments

The number of visitors was up 37.6% in Alava, but was down by 4.2 % in Gipuzkoa and 21.3% in
Bizkaia, which in January 2017 had seen significant increases.

This January the average length of stay was 4.88 days, above the average length of stay of 3.88

days registered in January 2017. In Alava there was an increase from 8.92 days last year to 11.93
days in January of this year; in Gipuzkoa there was a rise from 2.46 days to 2.86 days; and finally
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in Bizkaia, the average length of stay fell from 3.35 days in January 2017 to 3.11 days in January
2018.

Balance for January 2018

In hotels, rural accommodation and apartments as a whole, there were 164,778 visitors in
January 2018, which was a 0.2% increase compared to the previous year. 47.7% of the total
number of visitors to the Basque Country was concentrated in Bizkaia, although total visitor
numbers fell by 6.9%. In Gipuzkoa, which accumulated 37.9% of visitors to the Basque Country,
there was an increase of 7.8% and in Alava, with 14.4% of visitors, there was a rise of 7.7%.

Overnight stays in the total number of tourist establishments were up by 2.2%, with increase in
Alava and Gipuzkoa of 21.3% and 10.5% respectively, whereas in Bizkaia there was a drop of
7.8%.

Table 2.- Overnight stays, visitor numbers, average stay and
occupancy rates in rural accommodation in the Basque Country.
January 2018

Overnight stays Visitors
m/m-12 m/m-12
01/2018 (%) 01/2018 (%)
BASQUE COUNTRY 315.082 2,2 164.778 0,2
Araba/Alava 49.341 21,3 23.775 7,7
Bizkaia 150.921 -7,8 78.579 -6,9
Gipuzkoa 114.821 10,5 62.424 7,8

Source: Eustat. Survey on tourist establishments

Methodological note: Those establishments consisting of accommodation units that are offered as
self-contained accommodation, and managed under the business operating unit principle, which
are professionally and habitually used for providing temporary accommodation without constituting
a change of residence for the person staying there.

Tourist apartments can be operated under the block mode (an entire building or complex
consisting of flats, apartments, villas, chalets or similar, with communal installations and services,
which a single business operating unit assigns to tourist traffic) or the combined mode (aggregate
of two or more tourist accommaodation units, located in the same or adjacent buildings and without
constituting a block, which a single business operating unit assigns to tourist traffic). The
accommodation unit is considered to be the part of a tourist apartment establishment that is self-
contained and for the exclusive and private use of the person staying there.
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