
Page: 1(2) 

Press Release 16/06/2017 
 

PRIVATE EDUCATION EXPENDITURE AND FINANCING STATISTICS 2015 
 

Expenditure on private education centres increased by 
0.8% between 2012 and 2015 in the Basque Country 

 
Public subsidies account for 62% of the income of private centres 
 
Private education in the Basque Country, comprising 453 centres that offer their services to just 
over 210,000 students, had a total expenditure of 1,052 million euros in 2015, 0.8% more than in 
2012, according to Eustat data. 
 
In the 2015 financial year, current expenditure rose to 1,016 million euros, with an increase of 
1.3% during the last three-year period; this expenditure accounted for 96.5% of the total and most 
of it went on personnel (74%). Investment, on the other hand, which stood at 36.5 million euros, fell 
(-11.5%), though not as sharply as during the previous period. 
 
As for current expenditure by type, education and complementary services expenditure rose by 
3.8% and 15% respectively. The increase in expenditure on complementary services (mostly 
school meals and transport) is down to the wide range of services provided by many education 
centres, for instance guardianship services for students outside school hours. 
 
As far as the type of centre was concerned, pre-university levels were the ones that concentrated 
the greatest part of the sector's total expenditure, 87%, while higher education centres accounted 
for 11% of expenditure and those of specialised education, 2%. 
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Graph 1. Changes in expenditure in private education centres in the Basque 
Country (thousands of euros)
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Expenditure on education increased per unit (3.6%), but average education expenditure per 
student fell (-1.6%) 
 
Between 2012 and 2015, expenditure on education per student fell (-1.6%), though less sharply 
than the previous year. Expenditure per unit, on the other hand, rose by 3.5% in 2015, posting 
positive growth rates once again and a figure above that recorded in 2009. 
 
In 2015, education expenditure(1) per school unit or group was €71,143 for Infant Education 
and €85,648 for Primary. In Compulsory Secondary Education (ESO) it was €103,205, €100,168 in 
Vocational Training (FP) and €130,500 in Upper Secondary. Unit costs in Adult Education (EPA) 
amounted to €56,683. 
 
Education expenditure per student came to €3,781 for Infant Education, €3,985 for Primary, 
€4,965 for Compulsory Secondary Education, €5,091 for Upper Secondary and €5,026 for 
Vocational Training. Expenditure per student at university level came to €6,320, whilst for 
Specialised Education it was €1,473. 
 
Total income for private centres amounted to 1,084 million euros, with 99% corresponding to 
current income and the remaining 1% to capital income. Public subsidies were the main source of 
current income, accounting for 62%, maintaining the proportion of previous years; followed by fees 
(34%), tuition fees within those (22%), and complementary services (9.9%). 
 
As a whole, income from fees rose to 370 million euros, where tuition fees accounted for 65.8% 
of the total, transport fees accounted for 5.9%, school meals provided 19% and fees corresponding 
to additional activities came to 5.2% of family expenditure; remaining income came from fees for 
other services. 
 

Table 1: Total expenditure and expenditure per student and per unit. 2001-2015

2001 2003 2005 2007 2009 2012 2015


2015/2012

Total expenditure (thousand €) 650.992 706.695 798.624 889.011 1.062.383 1.043.941 1.052.497 0,82

Expenditure on education per pupil (€) 2.764 3.143 3.539 3.933 4.443 4.345 4.277 -1,57

Expenditure on education per unit (€) 62.565 66.708 71.097 79.425 89.479 86.866 89.966 3,57

Source: Eustat. Private Education Expenditure and Financing Statistics  
 
 
Note: In 2015, this statistical operation has been carried out in collaboration with the National 
Institute of Statistics (INE). 
 
 
 
 
(1) Education costs include estimates of expenditure on teaching staff and non-teaching staff who 
do not have a contract with the education centre and who receive no pay 
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