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MUNICIPAL INHABITANTS STATISTICS 2016

The population of the Basque Country fell by
1,324 in 2016

Population loss was concentrated in Bizkaia

The population of the Basque Country in 2016 totalled 2,171,886, with women making
up 51.4% of the total population. The population of the Basque Country fell by 1.324
compared with 2015, and it had fallen by 9,704 people since 2012 - the year the
population reached its historic high - according to Eustat data.

Bizkaia was the only province where the population fell between 2015 and 2016, with
2,590 fewer inhabitants, in addition to the decreases in 2012 and 2015 (12,692
people). The population in Alava rose by 558, putting its population higher than the
figure for 2012, after the decreases in 2013 and 2014. Gipuzkoa has seen its
population continue to grow since 2012, rising by 5,105 during these five years, with
last year accounting for 708 people.

The only Basque capital that saw its population rise between 2015 and 2016 was
Vitoria-Gasteiz, where it rose by 752, which is almost the population loss figure for
Bilbao. Bilbao and Donostia/San Sebastian began to see their populations decrease in
2009, a historic high for both cities. Bilbao saw its population decrease more
dramatically, though, having seen its population decrease by 12,575 over these last
eight years, whilst Donostia/San Sebastidn saw its population fall by 2,395. Excluding
2013 and 2014, the population of Vitoria-Gasteiz solely increased, reaching its highest
ever population in 2016.

Barakaldo, Getxo, Portugalete, Basauri and Sestao — all part of Greater Bilbao — are
the municipalities that underwent the greatest population decreases between 2015 and
2016, having recorded 1,844 fewer people. Between 2012 and 2016, the population
losses in these municipalities came to 6,885 people. The municipalities with a higher
population density in the Basque Country, above 6,000 inhabitants per km? are
concentrated in this region, with the highest density occurring in Portugalete, with
14,640 inhabitants per km? in 2016.

On the other hand, municipalities such as Bernedo, Harqna/VaIIe de Arana,
Pefiacerrada-Urizaharra and Valdegovia/Gaubea, belonging to Alava and with fewer
than 7 inhabitants per km?, also saw their population fall last year.

In 24 municipalities in the Basque Country, people aged 65 or more
accounted for over a quarter of the total population

At 21.4%, the Basque Country in 2016 has a greater proportion of the population over
the age of 65 than Spain (18.6%). Castilla y Ledn, Principado de Asturias and Galicia,
where the figure is over 24%, are the Autonomous Communities that have higher
proportions. If compared with Europe, only Italy exceeds the Basque figures. The
proportion has gone up by 3 percentage points compared with 10 years ago.

88 municipalities exceed the average percentage of the Basque Country, whilst 163
presented the same or a lower percentage. Amongst those that exceed it are Bilbao,
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Donostia-San Sebastian and Barakaldo, which account for almost 29% of the
population of the Basque Country. In 2006, 147 municipalities had a percentage higher
than the average. Moreover, between the two dates the proportion of people over 65
years of age dropped in 89 municipalities, although they only make up 3.9% of the total

population.

Table 1. Population of the Basque Country by province, according

to main age groups

Total 0-19 20 -64 >= 65

Total 2.171.886| 396.0281.310.684| 465.174
Historic territories

Araba/Alava 322.335 61.554 196.895 63.886
Bizkaia 1.138.852 198.073 690.853 249.926
Gipuzkoa 710.699 136.401 422.936 151.362
Capitals

Bilbao 342.481 55.213 206.416 80.852
Donostia / San Sebastian 180.179 30.906 108.029 41.244
Vitoria- Gasteiz 241.451 45.850 147.528 48.073
Districts

Arabako Ibarrak / Valles Alaveses 5.930 1.028 3.674 1.228
Arabako Lautada / Llanada Alavesa 258.641 49.745 158.351 50.545
Arabako Mendialdea / Montafia Alavesa 2.981 418 1.745 818
Arratia Nerbioi / Arratia-Nervién 23.686 4,597 14.401 4.688
Bidasoa Beherea / Bajo Bidasoa 76.765 14.841 46.046 15.878
Bilbo Handia / Gran Bilbao 857.044 144.321 518.933 193.790
Deba Beherea / Bajo Deba 55.307 10.393 32.340 12.574
Debagoiena / Alto Deba 62.734 11.823 36.892 14.019
Donostialdea / Donostia-San Sebastian 324.511 58.953 194.464 71.094
Durangaldea / Duranguesado 98.229 18.876 59.998 19.355
Enkartazioak / Encartaciones 31.984 5.567 19.632 6.785
Errioxa Arabarra / Rioja Alavesa 11.484 2.329 6.851 2.304
Gernika-Bermeo 45.688 8.190 27.155 10.343
Goierri 67.537 13.818 39.549 14.170
Gorbeia Inguruak / Estribac. del Gorbea 8.777 1.868 5.447 1.462
Kantauri Arabarra / Cantabrica Alavesa 34.522 6.166 20.827 7.529
Markina-Ondarroa 26.014 4.533 15.516 5.965
Plentzia-Mungia 56.207 11.989 35.218 9.000
Tolosaldea / Tolosa 48.454 10.356 28.573 9.525
Urola-Kostaldea / Urola Costa 75.391 16.217 45.072 14.102

Source: Eustat. Municipal inhabitants statistics. 1/1/2016

There is quite a lot of disparity between the municipalities regarding the percentage of
people 65 and over, where it goes from 9.9% in Irura to 40.3% in Harana/Valle de
Arana. There are three municipalities with a percentage equal to or lower than 10%.
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These are, along with the municipality mentioned, Alegria-Dulantzi and Larraul. The
total population of these municipalities has increased to 4,985. On the other hand, four
municipalities had a percentage over 30%: Harana/Valle de Arana, Lagran, Elantxobe
and Afiana, which have a combined total of 960 residents.

The high proportion of elderly people in all of the municipalities in the region of
Montafia Alavesa caused its figure to reach almost 27.4%, whilst the region with the
next-highest percentage, Markina-Ondarroa, has 22.9% of people 65 and over, with
Plentzia-Mungia falling to 16%.

If we look at older age groups, people aged 85 and above went from constituting 2% of
the total population in 2006 to 3.4% of the total population in 2016, which is an increase
of 1.4 percentage points over those 10 years. This increase has varied significantly
across the regions. In Cantabrica Alavesa, the increase was 94%, whilst in
Estribaciones del Gorbea, the increase was 24%. This process has been very dramatic
for the centenarian population, with a rise in the number of centenarians from 308 in
2006 to 576 ten years later, which is an increase of 87%.

In the Autonomous Community of the Basque Country, there was a ratio of 1.4 people
aged 65 or more to every person under 16, exceeding the ratio for Spain as a whole,
which is 1.2, but still far from the ratio in Asturias, which is 2.1.

81 municipalities exceeded this ratio, with extreme cases such as that of Lagran, with a
ratio of nearly 9.7 to 1. Harana/Valle de Arana has a ratio of 6.1 to 1, and Moreda de
Alava/Moreda Araba and Afiana have over 5 elderly people for every person under 16.
On the other hand, municipalities such as Irura, Alegria-Dulantzi, Larraul and Baliarrain
had more than 2 young people up to the age of 15 for each person aged 65 and over.

Population distribution by age is most extreme in the municipalities of Alava where, due
above all to its small size and the fact that any demographic phenomena, particularly
migration, modifies this distribution.

For further information:

Eustat - Euskal Estatistika Erakundea / Instituto Vasco de Estadistica

C/ Donostia-San Sebastian, 1 01010 Vitoria-Gasteiz

Press Service: servicioprensa@eustat.eus Tel: 945 01 75 62

Further press releases on municipal inhabitants statistics of the Basque Country
Municipal inhabitants statistics of the Basque Country databank
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