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DEATH  STATISTICS I/2016 

 
 
 

Deaths fell by 12.9% in the first quarter of 2016 
 
 

Deaths dropped in all three provinces 
 
In the first quarter of 2016 the number of deaths in the Basque Country stood at 5,674, 
12.9% down on the same period of the previous year, according to Eustat data. This 
decrease brings the death figures back to the 2014 level, following the significant 
increase seen in winter last year. 
 
By province, in Álava there were 707 deaths, in Bizkaia there were 3,101 and in 
Gipuzkoa 1,866 people died. By sex, 2,851 men and 2,823 women died, which 
translate as decreases of 10.6% and 15.1%, respectively. 
 
The main causes of death were tumours and circulatory system diseases, which 
caused the deaths of 1,558 and 1,624 individuals, respectively, which mean that 
together they accounted for 56.1% of the total. The third cause was respiratory 
disease, which resulted in 640 deaths (11.3%). 
 

Deaths by diseases of the respiratory system were down by 25.3% 
 
The winter months are traditionally characterised for being those that account for the 
greatest number of deaths, with respiratory diseases normally registering the greatest 
increases compared to the other quarters. However, during the first quarter of 2016, 
640 individuals died from these illnesses, 25.3% down on the same quarter of the 
previous year (857 deaths), and going back to the 2014 level. 
 
Diseases affecting the nervous system, including Alheimer's and Parkinson's, caused 
196 deaths in the months of January, February and March, 7.7% more than in the 
same quarter of the previous year. 
 
The cause of death continued to vary according to sex. Amongst men, tumours caused 
more deaths than diseases of the circulatory system, whilst amongst women the order 
was inversed: the main cause of death was cardiovascular disease, followed by 
tumours in second place. Diseases of the respiratory system remained the third cause 
of death for both sexes. 
 
Amongst the deaths that occurred in this first quarter, 4 corresponded to children 
under 1 year of age – 2 girls and 2 boys. 
 
Population growth in the Basque Country in the first quarter of 2016 was negative, with 
a population decrease of 1,148. The population declined in two of the three provinces: 
by 777 people in Bizkaia and 444 in Gipuzkoa. Álava, on the other hand, saw a net 
increase of 73 people. 
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Previous quarter

Same quarter of the 

previous year

(IV/2015) (I/2015)

N. % N. % N. %

DEATHS 5.674 100,0 5.144 100,0 6.517 100,0

Males 2.851 50,2 2.542 49,4 3.190 48,9

Females 2.823 49,8 2.602 50,6 3.327 51,1

CAUSE OF DEATH

TOTAL 5.674 100 5.144 100 6.517 100

Tumours 1.558 27,5 1.580 30,7 1.694 26,0

Circulatory system 1.624 28,6 1.405 27,3 1.753 26,9

Respiratory system 640 11,3 480 9,3 857 13,2

Nervous system 196 3,5 145 2,8 182 2,8

Digestive system 222 3,9 245 4,8 271 4,2

Other causes 1.434 25,3 1.289 25,1 1.760 27,0

MALES 2.851 100 2.542 100 3.190 100

Tumours 938 32,9 932 36,7 1.042 32,7

Circulatory system 760 26,7 660 26,0 827 25,9

Respiratory system 339 11,9 244 9,6 446 14,0

Nervous system 125 4,4 94 3,7 105 3,3

Digestive system 112 3,9 120 4,7 130 4,1

Other causes 577 20,2 492 19,4 640 20,1

FEMALES 2.823 100 2.602 100 3.327 100

Tumours 620 22,0 648 24,9 652 19,6

Circulatory system 864 30,6 745 28,6 926 27,8

Respiratory system 301 10,7 236 9,1 411 12,4

Nervous system 71 2,5 51 2,0 77 2,3

Digestive system 110 3,9 125 4,8 141 4,2

Other causes 857 30,4 797 30,6 1.120 33,7

Source: Eustat. Death statistics

Table 1: Deaths in the Basque Country by sex, according to the cause

of death. Quarterly comparison

I/2016
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For further information: 
Eustat - Euskal  Estatistika Erakundea / Instituto  Vasco de Estadística  
C/ Donostia-San Sebastián, 1  01010 Vitoria-Gasteiz 
Press Service: servicioprensa@eustat.eus Tlf: 945 01 75 62 
Further press releases on death statistics of the Basque Country  
Databank on the death statistics of the Basque Country 
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