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BIRTH STATISTICS 2014 

 
 

Births in the Basque Country rose by 1.4% in 

2014 
 
 

The birth rate stood at 8.9 births per thousand inhabitants 
 
In 2014 the number of births in the Basque Country stood at 19,378, up 1.4% on the 
previous year, according to Eustat data. Among foreign mothers the increase was 
4.8% and among Spanish mothers it was 0.6%.  
 
Regarding the distribution by province, Álava saw the greatest increase (5.7%), 
followed by Gipuzkoa (1.2%) and Bizkaia (0.1%), such that the number of births stood 
at 3,277, 6,361 and 9,740, respectively. 
 
The birth rate was 8.9 births per thousand inhabitants, below the levels recorded in the 
mid-70s. The highest rate was in Álava (10.3‰), followed by Gipuzkoa (9‰) and 
Bizkaia (8.5‰). 
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Graph 1: Live births according to the mother's province of residence. 1975-2014

Source: Eustat. Birth Statistics 
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In 80.5% of births the mothers were aged 30 or over 
 
The largest group was women between 30 and 34 years old, who accounted for 38.3% 
of total births, even though the rate had fallen by slightly more than half a percentage 
point with respect to 2013. On the other hand, births continued to rise among mothers 
aged 35 to 39 (34.5%) and over 40 (7.8%). The number of babies to mothers aged 25 
to 29 (13.6%) and 20 to 24 (4.6%) also increased, contrary to the trends over the last 5 
years. Finally, teenage mothers made up 1.3% of the total and also saw a slight rise. 
 
 

 
 

18.3% of mothers were foreign nationals 
 
Regarding nationality, 18.3% of new mothers were foreign nationals, who gave birth to 
3,551 girls and boys. The most common countries were: Morocco with 594 mothers, 
Romania (348), Colombia (247), Bolivia (243), Algeria (169), Ecuador (158) and 
Nigeria (151). 
 
Foreign mothers had children at a younger age than those of Spanish nationality 
resident in the Basque Country: in 43.7% of cases they were under 30 years of age, 
compared to 14% of mothers of Spanish nationality. 
 
The average age of mothers was 33.2 years. This average was higher, at 33.9 years, 
for Spanish mothers, and 30.3 years for mothers of foreign nationality. 
 
The average age for first-time mothers – those who had their first child in 2014 – was 
32.3. 
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In 10 years the number of births outside marriage has doubled 
 
In 2014, births outside marriage rose to 7,732, an increase of 6.6% with respect to 
2013. These births represent 39.9% of the total. Bizkaia was the only province with a 
percentage higher than the Basque Country average, with 41.2%, whereas Álava and 
Gipuzkoa had lower relative values (39.7% and 38%, respectively). If we compare the 
current percentage with that registered in 2004 (22%), we see that over the last 10 
years the proportion of births outside marriage has almost doubled. 
 
Regarding the order of birth, the 10,334 first-born children in 2014 made up 53.3% of 
the total; second-borns, 37.5%; and third-borns and subsequent children, 9.2% of the 
total. 
 
The number of births rose to 18,908, of which 18,385 were single, 510 double and 13 
triple. Out of all births, 1,091 were premature (5.8%). 
 
The sex ratio among live births in 2014 was 104 boys to every 100 girls. The average 
weights were 3,321.3 grams for boys and 3,191.7 grams for girls. 
 
 

Basque Country Araba/Álava Bizkaia Gipuzkoa

Total 19.378 3.277 9.740 6.361

Sex

   Boys 9.872 1.676 4.960 3.236

   Girls 9.506 1.601 4.780 3.125

Order of birth

   First 10.334 1.624 5.397 3.313

   Second 7.258 1.257 3.576 2.425

   Third or posterior 1.786 396 767 623

According to age of mother

   <= 19 years 244 42 145 57

   20 - 24 years 886 185 439 262

   25 - 29 years 2.641 480 1.218 943

   30 - 34 years 7.419 1.216 3.653 2.550

   35 - 39 years 6.686 1.111 3.483 2.092

   >= 40 1.502 243 802 457

According to the marital status of the 

mother

Married 11.646 1.975 5.726 3.945

Not married 7.732 1.302 4.014 2.416

Nationality of the mother

   Spanish 15.827 2.454 8.136 5.237

   Foreign 3.551 823 1.604 1.124

Source: Eustat. Birth Statistics

Table 1: Live born by province of residence of the mother. 2014
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