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The fall in sales in industry affected fourteen of the 

twenty Basque regions in 2013 
 

All of the regions displayed negative trends in staff employed  
 
The variation of net sales in the extraction and manufacturing industry in 2013 was negative for 
fourteen of the twenty regions in the Basque Country, according to Eustat data. The decreases 
varied between 1.3% in Rioja Alavesa and 12.9% in Urola Costa. Five regions saw positive 
growth, with Estribaciones del Gorbea showing the highest growth rate, at 10.1%. 
 
Basque extractive and manufacturing industries as a whole registered a 1.9% decline in sales. By 
province, Gipuzkoa showed the worst trend, with a decrease of 4.8%, whilst Álava saw a 2.6% 
drop. Bizkaia, however, bucked the trend with a 0.4% increase in sales. 
 

Distribution of net sales in the extraction and manufacturing industry by regions. 2013. 

Thousands of euros 

 

 
 
Source: EUSTAT. Industrial statistics 

 
Six regions accounted for 74.4% of total sales, which include the three provincial capitals, and the 
variation was uneven. The two located in Bizkaia, together with Donostialdea/Donostia-San 
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Sebastián saw positive variations. Gran Bilbao registered an increase of 1.1% in sales, 
Duranguesado a rise of 0.7% and Donostialdea 0.3%. Alto Deba (-7.6%) and Goierri (-6.8%) stood 
out in the negative sense and Llanada Alavesa also registered a 2.2% drop, two tenths of a 
percentage point on the Basque Country average. 
 
By province, in Gipuzkoa the average fall was 4.8%. Urola Costa was the region with the greatest 
fall in sales, of 12.9%, while Donostialdea-San Sebastián was the only region where values were 
up on the previous year (0.3%). Bajo Deba, in turn, saw the practically identical net figure to the 
year before. 
 
In Álava, only Estribaciones del Gorbea showed a positive rate of growth, at 10.1%. Conversely, 
the decreases in sales in Cantábrica Alavesa, by 9.3%, and Valles Alaveses, 4.1%, stand out. The 
region of Llanada Alavesa, whose sales accounted for 64% of the those of the province in 2013, 
saw a fall just under the average for the province as a whole. 
 

2013 2012 D 13/12 2013 2012 D 13/12

Basque Country 187.460 194.664 -3,7 47.140.936 48.077.044 -1,9

Araba / Álava    39.105 39.953 -2,1 10.405.390 10.683.712 -2,6

Arabako Ibarrak/Valles Alaveses   2.144 2.191 -2,1 453.761 473.090 -4,1

Arabako Lautada/Llanada Alavesa   24.168 24.423 -1,0 6.694.179 6.847.032 -2,2

Arabako Mendialdea/Montaña Alavesa  329 330 -0,3 62.173 63.098 -1,5

Errioxa Arabarra/Rioja Alavesa 3.547 3.570 -0,6 832.571 843.500 -1,3

Gorbeia Inguruak/Estribac. del Gorbea 2.463 2.578 -4,5 757.303 687.780 10,1

Kantauri Arabarra/Cantábrica Alavesa 6.454 6.861 -5,9 1.605.403 1.769.212 -9,3

Bizkaia 74.229 78.093 -4,9 21.998.510 21.910.009 0,4

Arratia Nerbioi/Arratia-Nervión   3.828 3.930 -2,6 790.782 849.166 -6,9

Bilbo Handia/Gran Bilbao  40.574 43.179 -6,0 15.289.154 15.124.083 1,1

Durangaldea/Duranguesado 17.307 17.886 -3,2 3.613.198 3.586.897 0,7

Enkartazioak/Encartaciones 1.457 1.628 -10,5 296.588 317.784 -6,7

Gernika-Bermeo  3.210 3.339 -3,9 630.062 604.848 4,2

Markina-Ondarroa 3.462 3.523 -1,7 550.801 560.657 -1,8

Plentzia-Mungia 4.391 4.608 -4,7 827.925 866.574 -4,5

Gipuzkoa 74.126 76.618 -3,3 14.737.036 15.483.323 -4,8

Bidasoa Beherea/Bajo Bidasoa  4.137 4.315 -4,1 614.665 640.337 -4,0

Deba Beherea/Bajo Deba  8.060 8.202 -1,7 1.290.733 1.291.347 0,0

Debagoiena/Alto Deba 14.642 15.260 -4,0 2.789.362 3.017.354 -7,6

Donostialdea/Donostia-San Sebastián 18.615 19.032 -2,2 3.638.380 3.625.778 0,3

Goierri 12.058 12.337 -2,3 3.058.047 3.281.403 -6,8

Tolosaldea/Tolosa  7.268 7.455 -2,5 1.602.236 1.625.163 -1,4

Urola-Kostaldea/Urola Costa  9.346 10.017 -6,7 1.743.613 2.001.941 -12,9

Source: Eustat. Industrial statistics

Employed personnel and net sales in the extraction and manufacturing industry.

Thousands of euros. 2013

Personnel employed (Number) Net sales

 
 
The province of Bizkaia is the only one that saw a positive variation in sales, by 0.4%. Three of its 
regions showed positive results, in addition to 1.1% in Gran Bilbao, 70% of the total sales in the 
province, and Duranguesado (0.7%), the region of Gernika-Bermeo, with 4.2% growth, the highest 
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in the province. Of the other regions, the negative rates of Arratia-Nervión, -6.9%, and 
Encartaciones, -6.7%, stand out. 
 
The number of people employed was less positive, as nineteen of the twenty regions posted 
negative rates. The Autonomous Region saw an average drop of 3.7%, with a relatively 
homogenous provincial performance, but with a slightly steeper downturn in Bizkaia (-4.9%) than 
in Gipuzkoa (-3.3%) and in Álava (-2.1%). 
 
In Álava, the falls in employment in Cantábrica Alavesa and Estribaciones del Gorbea were 
noteworthy (-5.9% and -4.5%, respectively). In Llanada Alavesa, the region in which 62% of the 
staff employed in these sectors are concentrated, the fall was 1%. 
 
In Bizkaia, the most negative trends for employment was seen in Encartaciones, with a fall of 
10.5%, and Gran Bilbao, with a decrease of 6%, where 55% of employment in the province is 
located. 
 
The situation in Gipuzkoa was the same, with a negative trend in employment in all regions. The 
region of Urola Costa lost the most employment, with a fall of 6.7%, while Bajo Deba lost the least, 
at 1.7%. 
 
 
 

Methodological note: 
The sectorisation used is the National Classification of Economic Activities (CNAE-2009), with the 
B (extractive industries) and C (manufacturing industries) being the only sections included in this 
disaggregation by regions. 
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