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Births in the Basque Country rose by 2.2% in the
first quarter of 2014

41.3% of mothers were aged 35 or over and 38.8% of births were outside
marriage

In the first quarter of 2014 the number of births in the Basque Country stood at 4,708,
which was an increase of 2.2% compared to the same quarter of the previous year,
according to Eustat data. The number of births rose in the three provinces but to
different degrees: in Alava the rise was 8.4%, in Gipuzkoa, 1.4% and in Bizkaia, 0.8%.
Specifically, in Alava 803 girls and boys were born, 1,542 were born in Gipuzkoa and
2,363 in Bizkaia.

In the distribution of births according to the age of the mother, there continued to be a
clear preponderance of the 30-34 year-old age group, in which 39.1% of births took
place. This group was followed by the group immediately above it (mothers aged 35-
39), which accounted for 33.3% and was ahead of the 25-29 age group, which
accounted for 13.6%.

With regards to the same quarter of 2013, the number of women who became mothers
aged 40 or over rose, going from 343 in 2013 to 377 in 2014. The births from these
women made up 8% of the total, exceeding the 6% of births produced by mothers
younger than 25.

Births outside marriage accounted for 38.8% of the total, a figure 1.4 percentage
points above that for the first quarter of 2013. Bizkaia, with 40%, was the only province
to post higher figures than the Basque Country as a whole, whereas Gipuzkoa posted
37.6% and Alava 37.7%. The maternity age of this group was below that of the overall
group of women that had children, given that 11.5% of unmarried mothers were under
the age of 25.

According to the order of birth, in the first quarter of 2014 more than half, 2,522
children, were first born; 1,764 (37.5%) arrived in families that already had another son
or daughter, and the percentage of third or subsequent children stood at 9%.

18.6% of mothers were foreign nationals
In 18.6% of births in the Basque Country during the first three months of 2014, the
mother was a foreign national. This figure was significantly higher in Alava where it

stood at 27%, against the 16.2% in Bizkaia and the 17.8% in Gipuzkoa. This was also
a growth of slightly more than one percentage point with respect to the previous year.
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Table 1. Live births in the Basque Country. Comparative table

Same quarter the
previous year

(4th quarter 2013) | (3rd quarter 2013)

1st quarter 2014 Previous quarter

No % No % No %
Basque Country 4.708 100,0 4.599 100,0 4.605 100,0
Araba / Alava 803 17,1 758 16,5 741 16,1
Bizkaia 2.363 50,2 2.324 50,5 2.344 50,9
Gipuzkoa 1.542 32,8 1.517 33,0 1.520 33,0
According to age of mother 4.708 100,0 4.599 100,0 4.605 100,0
< 24 years 282 6,0 259 5,6 241 5,2
25 - 29 years 639 13,6 640 13,9 620 13,5
30 - 34 years 1.840 39,1 1.754 38,1 1.817 39,5
35 -39 years 1.570 33,3 1.600 34,8 1.584 34,4
> 40 377 8,0 346 7,5 343 7,4
According to the marital status 4708 1000 4.599  100,0 4.605  100,0
of the mother
Married 2.879 61,2 2.811 61,1 2.882 62,6
Not married 1.829 38,8 1.788 38,9 1.723 37,4
Nationality of the mother 4.708 100,0 4.599 100,0 4.605 100,0
Spanish 3.833 81,4 3.756 81,7 3.787 82,2
Foreign 875 18,6 843 18,3 818 17,8
Order of birth 4,708 100,0 4.599 100,0 4.605 100,0
First 2.522 53,6 2.537 55,2 2.424 52,6
Second 1.764 37,5 1.675 36,4 1.802 39,1
Third or posterior 422 9,0 387 8,4 379 8,2

Source: Eustat. Birth Statistics of the Basque Country

Live births to mothers residing in the Basque Country and registered in the Basque Country. Monthly data
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For further information:

Eustat - Euskal Estatistika Erakundea / Instituto Vasco de Estadistica
C/ Donostia-San Sebastian, 1 01010 Vitoria-Gasteiz
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