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THE BASQUE COUNTRY IN THE EU-28. 2014 

 

The life expectancy of Basque women, 85.4 
years, is among the highest in the EU-28 

 

However, the birth rate in the Basque Country is far lower than the 
average of the countries in this area 

 
One of the most relevant demographic indicators is that which refers to the life 
expectancy of the population. There has been a significant positive trend in this 
indicator in the Basque Country in recent years, according to the latest data available 
from Eustat and Eurostat, given that the life expectancy of the Basque population in 
2001 stood at 76.4 years for men and 83.7 years for women, and in 2011 it stood at 
78.9 and 85.4 years, respectively. This figure for women is higher than the average for 
the EU-28 countries, which was 83.1 years in 2011. 
 

Life expectancy at birth in the EU-28 (years) 

2001 2011 2001 2011

Basque Country 76,4 78,9 83,7 85,4

EU 28 : 77,4 : 83,1

EU 27 : 77,4 : 83,2

France 75,5 78,7 83,0 85,7

Spain 76,3 79,5 83,2 85,6

Italy 77,2 79,7 83,2 84,8

Austria 75,6 78,3 81,7 83,8

Finland 74,6 77,3 81,7 83,8

Portugal 73,6 77,3 80,7 83,8

Sweden 77,6 79,9 82,2 83,8

Grece 76,0 78,0 81,6 83,6

Luxenburg 75,1 78,5 80,7 83,6

Belgium 74,9 78,0 81,2 83,3

Eslovenia 72,3 76,8 80,4 83,3

Germany 75,6 78,4 81,4 83,2

Cyprus 76,6 79,3 81,4 83,1

Netherlands 75,8 79,4 80,8 83,1

Ireland 74,5 78,6 79,9 83,0

Malta 76,6 78,6 81,2 83,0

United Kingdom 75,8 79,0 80,5 83,0

Denmark 74,7 77,8 79,3 81,9

Estonia 65,2 71,4 76,5 81,3

Poland 70,0 72,6 78,4 81,1

Czech Republic 72,0 74,8 78,5 81,1

Croatia 70,9 73,8 78,1 80,4

Slovakia 69,5 72,3 77,7 79,8

Lithuania 65,9 68,1 77,4 79,3

Latvia : 68,6 : 78,8

Hungary 68,2 71,2 76,7 78,7

Romania 67,5 71,1 74,9 78,2

Bulgary 68,6 70,7 75,4 77,8

WomenMen

 
 Source: Eurostat and Eustat. 
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http://www.eustat.es/estadisticas/tema_198/opt_1/tipo_6/temas.html
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In Spain, the figures were 79.5 for men and 85.6 for women in 2011. 
 
In the rest of the EU-28, France, with 85.7 years, and Spain, with 85.6 years, were the 
only countries that had higher life expectancies for women than the Basque Country. 
Just behind them at the top of the list were Italy (84.4); Austria, Finland, Portugal and 
Sweden (each with 83.8), and Greece and Luxembourg (each with 83.6). 
 
By contrast, the lowest life expectancies for women in the EU-28 were recorded in 
Bulgaria (77.8), Romania (78.2), Hungary (78.7) and Latvia (78.8). 
 
For EU-28 men, Swedes, with 79.9 years, had the longest life expectancy, followed by 
Italians (79.7) and Spaniards (79.5). Males in Lithuania occupied the bottom of the list 
due to having the lowest life expectancy (with 68.1 years), below Latvia (68.6), Bulgaria 
(70.7) and Romania (71.1). 
 
9.3 births per 1,000 inhabitants were recorded, compared to the 10.4 births in the 
EU-28  
 
By contrast, the birth rate in the Basque Country in 2012 was among the lowest of the 
EU-28 countries, according to Eustat and Eurostat data. With 9.3 births per 1,000 
inhabitants, it was far below the EU-28 average for that year, which was 10.4.  
 
It was noteworthy that the rate in the Basque Country was 9.9 in 2008 and 9.2 in 2003, 
meaning that its rate in 2012 had fallen almost back down to the rate from ten years 
before. 
 
The birth rate in the Basque Country in 2012 was only higher than the rates in 
Germany (8.4 births per 1,000 inhabitants), Portugal (8.5), Greece and Italy (9.0 each) 
and Hungary (9.1). By contrast, the highest levels in the EU-28 countries were in 
Ireland (15.7), the United Kingdom (12.8) and France (12.6). The Spanish birth rate 
was also low, with 9.7 births per 1,000 inhabitants. 
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Further press releases on the Basque Country in the EU-28 

 

mailto:servicioprensa@eustat.es

