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94% of the companies engaged in professional and 

business activities in the Basque Country 

possessed fewer than 10 employees and accounted 

for 44% of the total turnover in 2012 
 

Legal and accounting activities took in 20% of the employment within the 
sector and their turnover accounted for 29% of the total 
 
The professional and business sector (professional and scientific activities as well as 
auxiliary services) in the Basque Country is characterised as being a highly fragmented 
sector, wherein 94.3% of the companies had fewer than 10 employees in 2012, according to 
Eustat data. These companies employed 37.2% of the number of people employed in the 
sector as a whole and their turnover represented 43.7% of the total turnover within business 
and professional activities. 
 
For their part, the establishments with 100 or more employees only accounted for 0.5% of 
the total, although they provided work to more than 30% of those employed and represented 
20.2% of the total turnover in 2012. 
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Graph 1. Distribution of the number of establishments, staff employed and turnover 
figure for professional and entrepreneurial activities in the Basque Country by 

employment stratum. 2012%

Source: Eustat.  Statistics for services
 

 
In 2012, the business and professional sector in the Basque Country employed 116,984 
people, spread over 27,879 establishments. 
 
The average number of people employed by these establishments amounted to 4.2, ranging 
from an average of 2.3 employees working within legal and accounting establishments to an 
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average of 31.1 employees involved in employment-related activities, and 17.9 for those 
working in research and development establishments. The other sectors employ 
approximately three people on average (advertising and market research 3.3, rental activities 
3.1, architectural and engineering services 2.9 and travel agencies 2.7). 
 
The turnover stood at 8,514 million euros, that is, 72,782 euros per employed person. 
 

Basque Country Araba / Álava Bizkaia Gipuzkoa

Employed personnel (number) 116.984 15.844 68.567 32.573

Amount of the turnover 8.514.321 1.115.370 5.175.439 2.223.512

Supplyings 2.069.107 286.951 1.253.407 528.749

Exterior services 2.070.163 258.451 1.227.578 584.134

GVA at factor cost 4.952.419 637.840 2.985.308 1.329.271

Expenditures on personnel 3.465.135 456.571 2.072.488 936.076

Source: Eustat.  Statistics for services


Table 1. Main variables of the professional and entrepreneurial

activities sector by province (thousands of euros). 2012

 
 

The disaggregation of the sector into sub-sector activities evidences that professional and 
scientific activities accounted for 66.3% of the total turnover. The remaining 33.7% 
corresponded to auxiliary services. 
 
Within the breakdown of professional and scientific activities, legal and accounting activities 
accounted for 43.4%, and architectural and engineering activities for 33.9%. The remaining 
activities are split between research and development, 8.5%, advertising and market 
research, 7.6% and other professional activities, 6.6%. 
 
In turn, 21.5% of the turnover in auxiliary services was accounted for by travel agencies, 
14.6% by rental activities and 6.7% by work-related activities, with 57.1% accounted for by 
other service activities. 
 
23,389 people were employed in legal activities, 20% of the total for the sector, along with 
10,325 establishments, i.e. 37% of the total number of establishments in the sector. Sales 
per person obtained within this group rose to 104,831 euros. 
 
For their part, architectural and engineering services employed 17,598 people, i.e. 15% of 
the total employment for the sector, and 6,000 establishments, i.e. 21.5% of the total number 
of establishments. The turnover per person obtained in this group rose to 108,599 euros. 
 
7,127 people were employed in research and development activities, i.e. 6.1% of the total, 
distributed between 399 establishments, i.e. 1.4% of the total, with an average income 
totalling 67,312 euros per person. 
 
For their part, 1,345 establishments devoted themselves to advertising activities and market 
research activities, employing 4,408 people, each of whom earning an average income of 
97,140 euros. 
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Value % Value % Value % Value % Value % Value %

TOTAL 116.984 100 8.514.321 100 2.069.107 100 2.070.163 100 4.952.419 100 3.465.135 100

Legal and accounting activities 23.389 20,0 2.451.886 28,8 249.183 12,0 814.887 39,4 1.522.434 30,7 820.671 23,7

Architectural and engineering services 17.598 15,0 1.911.122 22,4 668.543 32,3 433.510 20,9 912.153 18,4 622.015 18,0

Research and development 7.127 6,1 479.730 5,6 74.982 3,6 160.283 7,7 435.467 8,8 332.687 9,6

Advertising and market research 4.408 3,8 428.194 5,0 149.071 7,2 99.666 4,8 187.522 3,8 142.863 4,1

Other professiona activities 5.655 4,8 372.422 4,4 116.897 5,6 81.168 3,9 186.287 3,8 111.897 3,2

Rental and leasing activities 2.808 2,4 419.566 4,9 113.456 5,5 131.493 6,4 176.768 3,6 91.773 2,6

Employment activities 6.694 5,7 192.427 2,3 2.079 0,1 21.153 1,0 171.591 3,5 167.973 4,8

Travel agencies 1.982 1,7 618.546 7,3 502.951 24,3 73.057 3,5 65.938 1,3 63.245 1,8

Other service activities 47.323 40,5 1.640.428 19,3 191.945 9,3 254.946 12,3 1.294.259 26,1 1.112.011 32,1

Source: Eustat.  Statistics for services


Table 2. Main variables of the professional and entrepreneurial activities sector by activity subsector

(thousands of euros). 2012

Employed 

personnel

Amount of the 
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Employment-related activities employed 6,694 people distributed amongst 215 
establishments. In the 905 establishments involved in rental activities, there were 2,808 
employees, and the 742 travel agency establishments employed 1,982 people. The 
remaining 52,978 jobs, corresponding to 7,948 establishments, were within other 
professional activities or services. 
 
Personnel expenditure increased to 3,465 euros, of which legal and accounting activities 
accounted for 23.7%, and architectural and engineering services 18%. 
 

By Province, Bizkaia accounted for 60.8% of the turnover for business and professional 
activities, Gipuzkoa, 26.1%, and Álava, 13.1%. By province, the percentages for each of the 
sub-sectors are very similar. In Bizkaia, 59.7% was accounted for by professional activities 
and 62.9% by auxiliary services; in Gipuzkoa, 26.8% was accounted for by the former sub-
sector and 24.7% by the latter; and for Álava, the figures were 13.5% and 12.4%, 
respectively. 
 
With regards to employment, 58.6% of staff employed in the sector worked in Bizkaia, with 
27.8% working in Gipuzkoa and the remaining 13.5% in Álava. 
 
Provincial distribution of employment within professional and scientific activities stood at 
13.6% for Álava, 55.4% for Bizkaia and 31% for Gipuzkoa. Amongst the data for the 
auxiliary services sub-sector, 13.5% of employment was provided in Álava, 61.8% in Bizkaia 
and 24.7% in Gipuzkoa. 
 
 
 
For further information: 
Eustat - Euskal Estatistika Erakundea / Basque Statistics Institute  
C/ Donostia-San Sebastián, 1 01010 Vitoria-Gasteiz 
Press Service: servicioprensa@eustat.es Tel: 945 01 75 62  
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