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BIRTH STATISTICS OF THE BASQUE COUNTRY (ENAC) 2012

Births in the Basque Country decreased 3.1% in
2012

Births from foreign mothers increased and births from mothers with
Spanish nationality decreased

In 2012 the number of births in the Basque Country stood at 20,533, down 3.1% on the
previous year, according to Eustat data. Among foreign mothers the increase was
1.5%, whilst among Spanish mothers there was a drop of 3.9%.

The strong downward trend in births that began in 1976 slowed down from the late 80s
and reached its lowest level in 1994. From then onwards a slight upturn in births
began, though not without ups and downs.

Graph 1: Live births according to the mother's province of residence.
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Regarding the distribution by provinces, Alava registered the biggest drop (-4.0%),

followed by Bizkaia (-3.2%) and, lastly, Gipuzkoa (-2.3%), with 3,293, 10,342 and 6,898
births, respectively.

The birth rate was 9.3 births per thousand inhabitants, very far from the levels

registered in the 1970s. The highest figures were in Alava (10.1 %o) and Gipuzkoa
(9.8%0), and the lowest in Bizkaia (8.9%o).
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In 80.3% of births, the mothers were aged 30 or over

The largest group of births corresponded to women between 30 and 34 years old, who
accounted for 40% of total births, despite an important drop. In contrast, births from
mothers between 35 and 39 years old (33.6%) and mothers over 40 (6.8%) continued
to increase. Children from mothers 25 to 29 years old (14.1%) and 20 to 24 years old
(4.4%) continued to fall, in line with the last five years. Lastly, the 253 teenage mothers
accounted for 1.2% of live births, and they, too, experienced a slight decrease.

Graph 2: Live births according to the mother's age. 1996-2012

10.000 -
9.000 -
8.000 -
7.000 -
6.000 -
5.000 -
4.000 -
3.000 -
2.000 -

1.000 -

<=19 years 20 - 24 years 25 - 29 years 30 - 34 years 35 - 39 years >= 40 years
W 1996 1997 1998 W 1999 2000 W 2001 2002 M 2003 12004 ' 2005 W 2006 7 2007 WM 2008 I 2009 W 2010 M2011 2012

Source: EUSTAT. Birth Statistics for the Basque Country

17% of mothers were foreign nationals

Regarding nationality, 17% of new mothers were foreign nationals, who gave birth to
3,482 girls and boys. The most common countries were: Morocco with 575 mothers,
Romania (295), Colombia (265), Bolivia (244), Ecuador (156), Algeria (152), Paraguay
(151), Brazil (140) and China (135).

Foreign mothers had their children at an earlier age than Spanish mothers resident in
the Basque Country, in almost half of the cases (48.9%) under the age of 30.

The average age of mothers was 33 years. This average was higher, at 33.7 years, for
Spanish mothers, and 29.6 years for mothers of foreign nationality.

The average age of first time mothers, that is, those who had their first child in 2012,
was 32 years old.
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In 10 years the number of births outside marriage has doubled

In 2012, births outside marriage rose to 7,365, an increase of 1.3% with respect to
2011. These births represent 35.9% of total births. Alava and Gipuzkoa had
percentages that were higher than the average for the Basque country, with 36.7% and
36.2% respectively, whilst Gipuzkoa was the only province with lower relative values
(35%). If we compare the current percentage with that registered in 2002 (18%), we
see that over the last 10 years the proportion of births outside marriage has doubled.

Taking into account the order of birth, in 2012 the first 11,252 births accounted for
54.8% of the total, second births for 36.6%, and third or more births for 8.6% of the
total.

The number of births rose to 20,086, of which 19,561 were single, 512 double and 13
triple. Of the total number of births, 1,230 were premature (6.1%).

The sex ratio among live births in 2012 was 109 boys to every 100 girls. The average
weights were 3,326 grams for boys and 3,202 grams for girls.

Table 1: Live born by province of residence of the mother. 2012

Basque Country| Araba/Alava Bizkaia Gipuzkoa
Total 20.533 3.293 10.342 6.898
Sex
Men 10.732 1.739 5.337 3.656
Females 9.801 1.554 5.005 3.242
Order of birth
First 11.252 1.782 5.905 3.665
Second 7.520 1.153 3.762 2.605
Third or posterior 1.761 358 775 628
According to age of mother
<= 19 years 253 47 151 55
20 - 24 years 896 166 459 271
25 - 29 years 2.893 504 1.348 1.041
30 - 34 years 8.207 1.312 4.019 2.876
35 - 39 years 6.898 1.055 3.634 2.209
>= 40 1.386 209 731 446
According to the marital status
of the mother
Married 13.168 2.083 6.599 4.486
Not married 7.365 1.210 3.743 2.412
Nationality of the mother
Spanish 17.051 2.532 8.674 5.845
Foreign 3.482 761 1.668 1.053

Source: Eustat. Birth Statistics of the Basque Country
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C/ Donostia-San Sebastian, 1 01010 Vitoria-Gasteiz

Press Service: servicioprensa@eustat.es TIf: 945 01 75 62

Further press releases on BIRTH STATISTICS of the Basque Country
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