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Deaths fell by 15% in the first quarter of 2013 
 
 
For women the decrease was 17% and for men it was 13% 
 
In the first quarter of 2013 the number of deaths in the Basque Country stood at 5,028, 
15% up on the same period of the previous year, according to Eustat data. By 
province, in Álava 625 individuals died, a decrease of 12.7%; 2,694 in Bizkaia (-18.8%) 
and 1,709 en Gipuzkoa (-9.1%). By sex, 2,552 men and 2,476 women died, which 
translate as decreases of 13.2% and 16.7%, respectively. 
 
The main causes of death were tumours and circulatory system diseases, which 
caused the deaths of 1,440 and 1,431 individuals, respectively, which together as a 
whole accounted for 57.1% of deaths. 
 
As a third cause of death were respiratory diseases, which caused 569 deaths, 
(11.3%), and fourth place was occupied by diseases of the digestive system, which in 
the months of January, February and March caused 216 deaths (4.3%). 
 
Deaths by diseases of the respiratory system were down by 14.7% 
 
The winter months are traditionally characterised for being those that account for the 
greatest number of deaths, with respiratory diseases normally registering the greatest 
increases compared to the other quarters. During the first quarter of 2013 569 
individuals died from these illnesses, 14.7% down on the same quarter of the previous 
year (667 deaths) but 23.7% up on the fourth quarter of 2012 (460 deaths).  
 
The cause of death continued to vary according to sex: amongst men, tumours caused 
more deaths than diseases of the circulatory system, whilst amongst women, the main 
cause of death was cardiovascular disease, followed by tumours in second place. 
Diseases of the respiratory system remained the third cause of death for both sexes. 
 
Amongst the deaths that occurred in this first quarter, 9 corresponded to children under 
the age of 1, 4 girls and 5 boys. 
 
Population growth in the Basque Country in the first quarter of 2013 was negative, with 
a population decrease of 498. Álava was the only province to experience an increase, 
its population growing by 115 inhabitants. In Bizkaia and Gipuzkoa the population was 
down given that the number of deaths exceeded the number of births by 359 and 254, 
respectively.  
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Previous quarter
Same quarter of the 

previous year

(4th quarter 2012) (1st quarter 2012)
N. % N. % N. %

DEATHS 5.028 100,0 4.855 100,0 5.913 100,0
Males 2.552 50,8 2.514 51,8 2.939 49,7
Females 2.476 49,2 2.341 48,2 2.974 50,3

CAUSE OF DEATH

TOTAL 5.028 100 4.855 100 5.913 100
Tumours 1.440 28,6 1.502 30,9 1.602 27,1
Circulatory system 1.431 28,5 1.370 28,2 1.733 29,3
Respiratory system 569 11,3 460 9,5 667 11,3
Digestive system 216 4,3 245 5,0 253 4,3
External causes 155 3,1 158 3,3 172 2,9
Other diseases 1.217 24,2 1.120 23,1 1.486 25,1

MALES 2.552 100 2.514 100 2.939 100
Tumours 883 34,6 944 37,5 1.016 34,6
Circulatory system 693 27,2 639 25,4 786 26,7
Respiratory system 288 11,3 258 10,3 326 11,1
Digestive system 124 4,9 122 4,9 135 4,6
External causes 85 3,3 95 3,8 113 3,8
Other diseases 479 18,8 456 18,1 563 19,2

FEMALES 2.476 100 2.341 100 2.974 100
Tumours 557 22,5 558 23,8 586 19,7
Circulatory system 738 29,8 731 31,2 947 31,8
Respiratory system 281 11,3 202 8,6 341 11,5
Digestive system 92 3,7 123 5,3 118 4,0
External causes 70 2,8 63 2,7 59 2,0
Other diseases 738 29,8 664 28,4 923 31,0

Source: EUSTAT. Mortality Statistics of the Basque Country

1st quarter 2013

Table 1: Deaths in the Basque Country by sex, by cause of death. Quarterly
comparison
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