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In 2012, 4,532 people died, of which 43 were over 
100 years old. 

 
 
Deaths increased by 3.8% in Álava, while in Bizkaia and Gipuzkoa they 
decreased slightly 
 
 
In the second quarter of 2012 the figure for deaths in the Basque Country stood at 
4,532, which was a rise of 0.3% compared to the same quarter of the previous year, 
according to Eustat data. By provinces, 571 people died in Álava, which was a rise of 
3.8%. However, the number dropped slightly in Bizkaia, with 2,509 deaths, and in 
Gipuzkoa, with 1,452 deaths (-0.1% and -0.3%, respectively).  
 
 
By sex, 50.5% of those who died were men and 49.5% were women. In all, more than 
half of the deaths (60.3%) corresponded to people over 80 years old, but the 
percentage rose to 72.7% with regards to women, and dropped 48.2% for men. 
 
 
Amongst the deaths that occurred in the second quarter of 2012, 14 corresponded to 
children under the age of one, 7 boys and 7 girls. In relation to the 43 people who died 
at age 100 or more, 36 were women and only 7 were men. 
 
 
The main cause of death was due to tumours: 1,412 people died for this reason 
(31.2%). Following this, as the second cause of death, were diseases of the circulatory 
system, which accounted for 1,257 deaths (27.7%). The third main cause of death was 
respiratory disease, which caused 393 mortalities over the last few months (8.7%). 
 
 
As in previous quarters, the cause of deaths differed according to sex: amongst men, 
tumours caused more deaths than diseases of the circulatory system, whilst amongst 
women the main cause of death was cardiovascular disease, followed by tumours. 
Diseases of the respiratory system remained the third cause of death for both sexes. 
 
 
Population growth was positive in the spring of 2012, with a rise in the population of 
718 people in the Basque Country. The balance in the three territories was positive: 
284 inhabitants in Álava,172 in Bizkaia and 262 in Gipuzkoa. 
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Previous quarter
Same quarter of the 

previous year

(1st quarter 2012) (2nd quarter 2011)

N. % N. % N. %

DEATHS 4.532 100,0 5.916 100,0 4.519 100,0

Males 2.289 50,5 2.940 49,7 2.412 53,4

Females 2.243 49,5 2.976 50,3 2.107 46,6

CAUSE OF DEATH

TOTAL 4.532 100 5.916 100 4.519 100

Tumours 1.412 31,2 1.580 26,7 1.534 33,9

Circulatory system 1.257 27,7 1.732 29,3 1.241 27,5

Respiratory system 393 8,7 651 11,0 376 8,3

Digestive system 214 4,7 246 4,2 212 4,7

External causes 126 2,8 167 2,8 156 3,5

Other diseases 1.130 24,9 1.540 26,0 1.000 22,1

MALES 2.289 100 2.940 100 2.412 100

Tumours 888 38,8 1.002 34,1 964 40,0

Circulatory system 581 25,4 780 26,5 605 25,1

Respiratory system 230 10,0 321 10,9 227 9,4

Digestive system 108 4,7 133 4,5 110 4,6

External causes 78 3,4 109 3,7 96 4,0

Other diseases 404 17,6 595 20,2 410 17,0

FEMALES 2.243 100 2.976 100 2.107 100

Tumours 524 23,4 578 19,4 570 27,1

Circulatory system 676 30,1 952 32,0 636 30,2

Respiratory system 163 7,3 330 11,1 149 7,1

Digestive system 106 4,7 113 3,8 102 4,8

External causes 48 2,1 58 1,9 60 2,8

Other diseases 726 32,4 945 31,8 590 28,0

Source: EUSTAT. Mortality Statistics of the Basque Country

2nd quarter 2012

Table 1: Deaths in the Basque Country by sex, by cause of death. Quarterly
comparison
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