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Deaths increased by 11.3% in the first quarter of 
2012 in the Basque Country 

 
 
The number of women who died exceeded the number of men for the first 
time  
 
 
In the first quarter of 2012 the number of deaths in the Basque Country stood at 5,831, 
11.3% up on the same period of the previous year, according to Eustat data. By 
province, in Álava 703 individuals died, an increase of 4.5%; 3281 in Bizkaia (14.4%) 
and 1847 en Gipuzkoa (8.8%). By sex, 2880 men and 2951 women died, which 
translates as increases of 7.1% and 15.7%. 
 
The main causes of death were circulatory system diseases and tumours, which 
caused the deaths of 1704 and 1577 individuals, respectively, which together as a 
whole accounted for 56% of deaths. 
 
As a third cause of death were respiratory diseases, which caused 646 deaths, (11%), 
and fourth place was occupied by diseases of the digestive system, which in the 
months of January, February and March caused 242 deaths (4%). 
 
Deaths by diseases of the respiratory system increased by 20% 
 
The winter months are traditionally characterised for being those that account for the 
greatest number of deaths, with respiratory diseases normally registering the greatest 
increases compared to the other quarters. Following in this vein, during the first quarter 
of 2012 646 individuals lost their lives due to these illnesses, 19.9% up on the same 
quarter of the previous year (539 deaths) and 46.5% more than the preceding quarter 
(441 deaths).  
 
The cause of death continues to vary according to sex: amongst men, tumours caused 
more deaths than diseases of the circulatory system, whilst amongst women the main 
cause of death was cardiovascular disease, followed by tumours. Diseases of the 
respiratory system remained the third cause of death for both sexes. 
 
Amongst the deaths that occurred in this first quarter, 11 corresponded to children 
under the age of 1, 6 girls and 5 boys. 
 
Population growth in the Basque Country in the first quarter of 2012 was negative, with 
a population decrease of 912. Álava was the only province to experience an increase; 
its population grew by 85 inhabitants. In Bizkaia and Gipuzkoa the population was 
down given that the number of deaths exceeded the number of births by 827 and 170, 
respectively.  
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Previous quarter
Same quarter of the 

previous year

(4th quarter 2011) (1st quarter 2011)

N. % N. % N. %

DEATHS 5.831 100,0 5.059 100,0 5.239 100,0

Males 2.880 49,4 2.596 51,3 2.688 51,3

Females 2.951 50,6 2.463 48,7 2.551 48,7

CAUSE OF DEATH

TOTAL 5.831 100 5.059 100 5.239 100

Tumours 1.577 27,0 1.532 30,3 1.569 29,9

Circulatory system 1.704 29,2 1.430 28,3 1.551 29,6

Respiratory system 646 11,1 441 8,7 539 10,3

Digestive system 242 4,2 260 5,1 240 4,6

External causes 132 2,3 171 3,4 145 2,8

Other diseases 1.530 26,2 1.225 24,2 1.195 22,8

MALES 2.880 100 2.596 100 2.688 100

Tumours 1.001 34,8 927 35,7 980 36,5

Circulatory system 763 26,5 678 26,1 735 27,3

Respiratory system 318 11,0 245 9,4 292 10,9

Digestive system 129 4,5 150 5,8 118 4,4

External causes 81 2,8 115 4,4 93 3,5

Other diseases 588 20,4 481 18,5 470 17,5

FEMALES 2.951 100 2.463 100 2.551 100

Tumours 576 19,5 605 24,6 589 23,1

Circulatory system 941 31,9 752 30,5 816 32,0

Respiratory system 328 11,1 196 8,0 247 9,7

Digestive system 113 3,8 110 4,5 122 4,8

External causes 51 1,7 56 2,3 52 2,0

Other diseases 942 31,9 744 30,2 725 28,4

Source: EUSTAT. Mortality Statistics of the Basque Country

1st quarter 2012

Table 1: Deaths in the Basque Country by sex, by cause of death. Quarterly
comparison
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