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SOCIAL ACTION AND SOCIAL SERVICES STATISTICS IN THE  BASQUE COUNTRY. 2009 
 

Spending on Social Services per inhabitant in the 
Basque Country was up by 14% in 2009 

 
 
Spending on social services in the Basque Country stood at 2,123 million euros, 14.1% up on the 
previous year, according to Eustat data. This expenditure represented 3.3% of Basque GDP and 
average spending per inhabitant was 979 euros, 13.7% up on the previous year, 734 euros of 
which came from public funds. 
 
By province, spending rose by 6.5% in Álava, by 16.2% in Bizkaia and by 14% in Gipuzkoa. In per-
capita terms, Álava, with an average of 1049 euros per inhabitant, remained ahead of the 984 
euros of Bizkaia and 939 of Gipuzkoa.  
 

0

100

200

300

400

500

600

700

800

900

1.000

198
8

198
9

199
0

199
1

199
2

199
3

199
4

199
5

199
6

199
7

199
8

199
9

200
0

200
1

200
2

200
3

200
4

200
5

200
6

200
7

200
8

200
9

E
u

ro
s

Total Public Private

Graph:  Evolution of the expenditure per inhabitant on Social Services

Source: EUSTAT. Social Action and Social Services Statistics

 
 
The contribution from the different public authorities came to 1,347 million euros, which 
represented 75% of expenditure, whilst the remaining 25% came from the private sector. One out 
of every five euros spent was financed by user contributions and other sales. The elderly in 
residential homes contributed 213.5 million euros of this total, which accounted for 50% of the 
current expenditure of these centres. 
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The sector directly employed 4.1% of working women 
 
In 2009, social services overall generated 1207 new jobs and directly employed 25,890 people 
(2.76% of people in employment), of which 70% were women (4.5% of women in employment). 
This figure does not include subcontracted workers, home helpers or direct carers, whose total 
hours worked were the equivalent of over 6,000 full-time jobs. Furthermore, in 2009 there were 
20,417 volunteers, who work free of charge for the social services, and this represented an 
equivalent of 1840 full-time jobs. 
 

Table 1: Evolution of the main variables

2008 2009 Δ% 09/08

Expenditure (thousand Euros) 1.861.067 2.122.914 14,1

- Current expenditure 1.342.916 1.427.917 6,3

- Transfers to families 425.215 576.342 35,5

- Capital expenditure 92.936 118.654 27,7

Expenditure/Inhabitant (Euros) 860,4 978,4 13,7

Expenditure/GDP. (%) 2,72 3,29 -

Finance 

- Public finance 1.346.932 1.591.367 18,1

- Private finance 514.135 531.547 3,4

Human Resources

Total personnel 43.641 46.307 6,1

- Own personnel 24.683 25.890 4,9

- Volunteers 18.958 20.417 7,7

Material Resources

- No of bodies 1.370 1.401 2,3

- No of centres 2.944 3.088 4,9

- No of homes 994 1.082 8,9

- Places in homes 24.081 26.107 8,4

Source: EUSTAT. Social Action and Social Services Statistics  
 
Amongst the diversity of the social services, the services for the population as a whole and for the 
elderly stand out as the areas to which the greatest amount of resources were dedicated, as 
between the two they represented 70% of the expenditure. 
 
Amongst the resources for the population as a whole, transfers to families, particularly Guaranteed 
Basic Income (RGI, which includes the supplementary PAGAMI payment) were the programmes 
that were particularly noteworthy, due to their size and evolution, with 265 million euros (+31%) 
and Social Emergency Aid (AES), with 62 million (+37%). 
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These two benefit payments, related to the fight against poverty, are financed almost completely by 
the autonomous Administration and managed in collaboration with regional and municipal 
administrations. Combined, in 2009 they represented an expenditure of 151 euros per inhabitant of 
the Basque Country, with their incidence noteworthy in Bizkaia, where they stood at 202 euros per 
inhabitant, a figure greatly superior to the 135 euros in Álava and the 74 euros in Gipuzkoa. 
 
With regards to care for the elderly, in 2009 there were 19,533 residential places, which meant a 
coverage of 4.7 places per 100 elderly persons aged 65 and over. The public administration 
offered 35% of these places through publicly-funded centres and agreed a similar percentage 
(30%) with private institutions. 
 
With respect to day-care centres, the number of places offered came to 3884, with 5% more than 
in 2008.  The public administration offered 83% of these places directly or by means of 
agreements with the private sector. 
 

2008 2009 Δ% 09/08

Expenditure (thousand current Euros) 1.861.067 2.122.914 14,1

General population 715.722 856.849 19,7
- Transfers to families 421.093 571.266 35,7

Infancy-Youth 79.189 91.217 15,2
- Homes 58.869 69.192 17,5

The Aged 547.685 632.804 15,5
- Homes 456.165 507.112 11,2

Differently abled 414.423 415.773 0,3
- Homes 80.442 90.327 12,3
- Occupational Centres and C.E.E (1) 258.330 237.014 -8,3

Women 15.625 16.518 5,7
Marginalized 88.423 109.752 24,1

(1) Special Employment Centres
Source: EUSTAT. Social Action and Social Services Statistics

Table 2: Evolution and distribution of the expenditure by type of
population
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