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Zamudio, Olaberria and Zierbena were the 
municipalities with the highest GDP per capita in the 

Basque Country 
 
However, three regions of Alava- the Rioja Alavesa, Estribaciones del Gorbea and 
Valles Alaveses- were the ones with the highest GDP per inhabitant 
 
The Zamudio municipality (Bizkaia) had the highest Gross Domestic Product (GDP) per capita of 
the Basque Country, with an index of 975 out of the benchmark value of 100 for the Basque 
Country, according to EUSTAT data. The municipalities of Olaberria (906) and Zierbena (876), in 
Gipuzkoa and Bizkaia respectively, were in second and third place. 
 
Legutiano was the municipality in Álava with the highest GDP per capita and was fourth in terms of 
the Autonomous Community overall. 
 
In terms of the sector distribution of that GDP in each municipality, the GDP of Zamudio was 
mainly in the service sector (49.2%), followed by the industrial sector (47.1%), both of which were 
associated to the business activity of the Technological Park. A common characteristic to the three 
municipalities with the highest GDP per capita was the meagre role of the primary sector. In 
contrast to the Zamudio structure, the weight of the industrial sector in Olaberria and Zierbena is 
noteworthy (around 85%), with the service sector accounting for 15.6% in Olaberria and 9.1% in 
Zierbena. 
 

TERRITORIAL 
AREA

GDP per 
cápita

INDEX
(1)

 PRIMARY INDUSTRY CONSTRUCTION  SERVICES

Basque Country 31.514 100 0,7 27,9 9,2 62,2

Álava 36.223 115 1,3 34,5 8,1 56,0

Bizkaia 29.971 95 0,6 23,0 10,6 65,8

Gipuzkoa 31.951 101 0,6 32,0 7,6 59,8

1 Zamudio 307.333 975 0,1 47,1 3,6 49,2

2 Olaberria 285.377 906 0,2 82,6 1,6 15,6

3 Zierbena 276.186 876 0,3 85,4 5,2 9,1

4 Legutio 180.423 573 0,6 72,3 2,5 24,6

5 Loiu 179.325 569 0,2 24,1 7,7 67,9

6 Aduna 172.292 547 0,5 54,5 4,7 40,2

7 Izurtza 151.681 481 0,3 72,3 2,6 24,8

8 Ajangiz 126.176 400 1,1 86,7 1,1 11,0

9 Berantevilla 113.476 360 3,9 80,0 3,0 13,1

10 Laguardia 111.055 352 11,4 53,7 3,2 31,7

(1) Relative position with respect to the value of the Basque Country (=100)

Source: EUSTAT. Economic Accounts. Municipal GDP

Table 1. Municipalities with higher GDP per capita (euros) and their distribution in 4
sectors (%). 2008

GDP PER CÁPITA SECTORIAL DISTRIBUTION (%)

 

Page: 1(3) 



 
 
 

ECONOMIC ACCOUNTS – MUNICIPAL GDP 
 

  

EUSKAL  ESTATISTIKA  ERAKUNDEA 
INSTITUTO VASCO DE ESTADÍSTICA 

 
By regions, the three regions with the highest GDP per capita were in the province of Álava, with 
first place going to the Rioja Alavesa, with an index of 188, which was based on the strength of the 
wine industry and its low population density. Within this district, Laguardia (352) and Villabuena de 
Álava/Eskuernaga (231) are the standard bearers of these good results. 
 
The regions of Estribaciones del Gorbea (181) and Valles Alaveses  (162) were in second and 
third place. The Alto Deba region in Gipuzkoa (132) and the Duranguesado (122) in Bizkaia were 
in fourth and fifth place respectively. 
 
Particularly noteworthy in the case of all these district is the high percentage of the total value 
added from industry, around 55% on average compared to 27.9% for the total for the Basque 
Country. On the other hand, the service sector has less weight (around 35%) compared to 62.2% 
for the Basque Country overall. 
 
With regard to the evolution of the GDP per capita between 1996 and 2008, the municipalities of 
Zierbena in Bizkaia and Arama in Gipuzkoa were the ones that registered greatest growth in its 
GDP per capita, with accumulative annual average increases of 32.1% and 22.2% respectively. 
 
Other significant increases were recorded by Derio (14.6%) in Bizkaia, Bernedo (14.2%) in Álava, 
and Olaberria (14.2%) in Gipuzkoa. 
 

1996 2008

Basque Country 14.573 31.514 116,3 6,6

Álava 17.592 36.223 105,9 6,2

Bizkaia 13.456 29.971 122,7 6,9

Gipuzkoa 15.195 31.951 110,3 6,4

1 Zierbena 9.766 276.186 2.728,0 32,1

2 Arama 6.067 67.087 1.005,9 22,2

3 Derio 18.953 96.755 410,5 14,6

4 Bernedo 15.432 76.052 392,8 14,2

5 Olaberria 58.030 285.377 391,8 14,2

6 Zestoa 12.732 59.527 367,5 13,7

7 Mañaria 21.805 95.369 337,4 13,1

8 Berantevilla 26.120 113.476 334,4 13,0

9 Fruiz 6.501 25.179 287,3 11,9

10 Asteasu 21.126 80.876 282,8 11,8

Source: EUSTAT. Economic Accounts. Municipal GDP

Table 2. Municipalities with highest growth in GDP per capita (euros). 1996-
2008

TERRITORIAL AREA
GDP per cápita

∆% 08/96
Accumulative annual 
average growth (%)

 
 
From the perspective of productivity, based on the GDP of the Basque Country per employed 
person ratio, in other words, the number of people employed in the companies located in each 
municipality instead of its population, the municipalities in first place were Zierbena (581) in Bizkaia 
and Olaberria (251) in Gipuzkoa, followed in third and fourth place by the municipalities of 
Zambrana (245) in Álava and Fruiz (210) in Bizkaia, respectively. 
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TERRITORIAL AREA GDP PER EMPLOYED INDEXTERRITORIAL AREA GDP PER EMPLOYED INDEX
(1)

Basque Country 66.713 100

Álava 69.269 104

Bizkaia 66.006 99

Gipuzkoa 66.571 100

1 Zierbena 387.866 581

2 Olaberria 167.527 251

3 Zambrana 163.397 245

4 Fruiz 140.185 210

5 Mañaria 140.020 210

6 Bakio 124.271 186

7 Areatza 115.009 172

8 Irura 113.293 170

9 Arantzazu 112.141 168

10 Lemoiz 110.977 166

(1) Relative position with respect to the value of the Basque Country (=100)

Source: EUSTAT. Economic Accounts. Municipal GDP

Table 3. Municipalities with highest GDP per employed
person (euros). 2008

 
 
As far as the provincial districts were concerned, Goierri in Gipuzkoa and Cantábrica Alavesa were 
the districts with the highest GDP per employed person, with an index of 119, followed by the Rioja 
Alavesa, in third position with an index of 116. The region with the highest GDP per employed 
person in Bizkaia was the Duranguesado (107). 
 
 
With regard to the three provincial capitals, it should be pointed out that over 85% of the GDP of 
Bilbo and Donostia-San Sebastián was generated by the service sector, unlike Vitoria-Gasteiz 
where that percentage was around 64%. The contribution of the industrial sector was likewise 
higher in Vitoria-Gasteiz (26.7%) than in Bilbao (6.5%) and Donostia-San Sebastián (6.8%). 
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