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Births fell by 0.7% in the first quarter of 2010 
 
 
The number of women over 40 having children increased 
 
 
In the first quarter of 2010, 4,985 babies were born in the Basque Country, which was 
down 0.7% on the same period of the previous year, according to Eustat data. By 
provinces, the number of births fell in Bizkaia and in Gipuzkoa, by 1.8% and 0.3% 
respectively, but increased by 2.2% in Álava. Specifically, 805 children were born in 
Álava, 2,496 in Bizkaia and 1,684 in Gipuzkoa. 
 
With regard to the distribution of births according to the age of the mother, there 
continued to be a clear preponderance of the 30-34 year age group, in which 42.8% of 
the births took place. This group is followed by the next oldest group, aged between 
35-39, which accounted for 28.9% of the births and was ahead of the 25-29 age group, 
with 15.9% of births. 
 
The number of women over 40 having children has increased by 19.5% with respect to 
the same quarter of 2009, rising from 260 births to 323 in 2010. The number of births to 
women in this age group (6.5% of the total) exceeded those to women under 25, which 
accounted for 6.0%. 
 
In terms of the birth order, over half (2,760) were first children in the first quarter of 
2010; 1,834 (36.8%) were born to families that already had another child and 7.8% 
were the third or subsequent child. 
 
Births outside marriage accounted for 30.9% of the total, practically the same 
percentage for the same quarter of 2009. Gipuzkoa (30.2%) was the only province with 
values over those for the Basque Country overall. Single mothers give birth when 
younger than the rest of women with children as a whole, as 13.4% of unmarried 
mothers were under 25. 
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Table 1. Live births in the Basque Country.  Comparative table.

Previous quarter Same quarter the previous year
(4th quarter 2009) (1st quarter 2009)

Nº % Nº % Nº %

Basque Country 4.985 100,0 5.166 100,0 5.020 100,0

   Alava 805 16,1 794 15,4 788 15,7

   Bizkaia 2.496 50,1 2.609 50,5 2.543 50,7

   Gipuzkoa 1.684 33,8 1.763 34,1 1.689 33,6

According to age of mother 4.985 100,0 5.166 100,0 5.020 100,0

   < =24 years 300 6,0 325 6,3 335 6,7

   25 - 29 years 791 15,9 817 15,8 794 15,8

   30 - 34 years 2.132 42,8 2.252 43,6 2.214 44,1

   35 - 39 years 1.439 28,9 1.524 29,5 1.417 28,2

   >= 40 323 6,5 248 4,8 260 5,2

According to the marital status of the
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   35 - 39 years 1.439 28,9 1.524 29,5 1.417 28,2

   >= 40 323 6,5 248 4,8 260 5,2

According to the marital status of the 4.985 100,0 5.166 100,0 5.020 100,0

Married 3.444 69,1 3.502 67,8 3.521 70,1

Not married 1.541 30,9 1.664 32,2 1.499 29,9

Order of birth 4.985 100,0 5.166 100,0 5.020 100,0

   First 2.760 55,4 2.956 57,2 2.810 56,0

   Second 1.834 36,8 1.808 35,0 1.801 35,9

   Third or posterior 391 7,8 402 7,8 409 8,1

Source: EUSTAT. Birth Statistics of the  Basque Country
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Graph 1: Monthly Birth Trends (base 100 = average)

Source: EUSTAT. Birth Statistics of the Basque Country  
 
 
 
For further information: 
Basque Statistics Office  
C/ Donostia-San Sebastián, 1 01010 Vitoria-Gasteiz 
Tlf:+34-945-01 75 00 Fax:+34-945-01 75 01 E-mail: eustat@eustat.es 
Contact: Martín González Hernández 
Tlf:+34-945-01 75 49 Fax:+34-945-01 75 01  
Further press releases on BIRTH STATISTICS of the Basque Country  
Database on BIRTH STATISTICS of the Basque Country  
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