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87.5% of the marriages in the first quarter of 2010 
were civil weddings 

 
 
The number of weddings fell by 5% with respect to the same period of 
2009 
 
 
The number of weddings in the A.C. of the Basque Country for the first quarter of 2010 
came to 1.016, which was 42% lower than those held in the fourth quarter of 2009, 
which totalled 1,751, and 5% down on the same quarter of the previous year (1,070), 
according to Eustat data. The first quarter is traditionally noted for the low number of 
weddings, particularly in January and February. 
 
 
As was the case in the previous year, the largest proportion of civil weddings (87.5%) 
occurred in this quarter and was up 6.9 percentage points on the same period of the 
previous year.  The number increased in the three provinces with respect to the same 
quarter of 2009, with rises of 87.4% in Álava, 87.7% in Bizkaia and 87.8% in Gipuzkoa. 
 
 
977 men and 986 women resident in the Basque Country married in the 1,016 
weddings held in the Basque Country in the first quarter of 2010.This was the first 
marriage for 815 men (83.4%), while 12 widowers and 150 divorcés remarried. The 
percentage of women who married for the first time was slightly higher that for men, as 
857 single women (86.9%), 5 widows and 11 divorcées married. 
 
 
With regard to the distribution of marriages according to the age of spouses, 86.5% of 
grooms were over 30 years old, while this percentage stood at 74.7% in the case of the 
brides. These percentages are higher than those for the same period of 2009 (85.4% 
and 73.3%, respectively), and yet again this quarter, the trend continued for people to 
be older when they married. 
 
 
On the other hand, there were 30 weddings between people of the same sex, 6 more 
than in the same quarter of the previous year, 16 of which were between men and 14 
between women. 
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Nº % Nº % Nº %

MARRIAGES 1.016 100,0 1.751 100,0 1.070 100,0

Canonical 126 12,4 558 31,9 208 19,4

Civil 890 87,6 1.193 68,1 862 80,6

HUSBANDS 977 100,0 1.683 100,0 1.036 100,0

Single 815 83,4 1.495 88,8 909 87,7

Widowers 12 1,2 12 0,7 14 1,4

Divorcés 150 15,4 176 10,5 113 10,9

WIVES 986 100,0 1.704 100,0 1.045 100,0

Single 857 86,9 1.503 88,2 898 85,9

Widows 5 0,5 12 0,7 9 0,9

Divorcées 124 12,6 189 11,1 138 13,2

Source: EUSTAT. Marriage statistics in the Basque Country
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Graph 1: Monthly Marriage Trends (base 100= average)

Source: EUSTAT. Marriage statistics in the Basque Country
 

 
 
 
 
 
For further information: 
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