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The percentage of civil weddings stood at 70% in 
the four quarter of 2009 

 
 
 
The total number of weddings fell, while the age when marrying rose 
 
 
The percentage of civil weddings increased in the fourth quarter of 2009 compared to 
the same period of the previous year, as it went from 64.6% in 2008 to 69.2% in 2009, 
according to Eustat data. On the other hand, there has traditionally been a higher 
percentage of civil weddings in the last quarter of the year than in the summer, when 
they accounted for 51.8%. 
 
In October, November and December, there were 1,637 weddings in the Basque 
Country, which was 12.1% down on the same quarter of 2008. By provinces, there 
were 833 weddings in Bizkaia, followed by 609 in Gipuzkoa and 148 in Álava. The 
number of weddings of people residing outside the Basque Country came to 47. 
 
1,574 men and 1,595 women who were resident in the Basque Country were married. 
This was the first marriage for 1.399 men (88.9%), while 11 widowers and 164 divorcés 
remarried. The percentage of women who married for the first time was slightly higher 
than that for men, as 1,405 single women (88.1%), 12 widows and 178 divorcées 
married. 
 
With regard to the distribution of marriages according to the age of spouses, 83.5% of 
grooms were over 30 in the fourth quarter of 2009, while this percentage stood at 
73.9% in the case of the brides. These figures were higher than those for the same 
quarter of the year before, which were 82.7% and 70.2%, respectively. 
 
In 2009 overall, the general trend to marry later continued, as 81.2% of the grooms and 
67.2% of the brides married at aged 30 or over. These percentages were higher than in 
2008 (78.1% and 62.3%, respectively). 
 
The provisional figures for 2009 show that the number of marriages of residents in the 
Basque Country fell by 8.1% on the previous year. On the other hand, the percentage 
of civil weddings was nearly 4 points higher than the figure for 2008, as they accounted 
for 60.4% of the total in 2009. 
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Nº % Nº % Nº %

MARRIAGES 1.637 100,0 2.831 100,0 1.862 100,0

Canonical 504 30,8 1.364 48,2 660 35,4

Civil 1.133 69,2 1.467 51,8 1.202 64,6

HUSBANDS 1.574 100,0 2.738 100,0 1.783 100,0

Single 1.399 88,9 2.527 92,3 1.585 88,9

Widowers 11 0,7 6 0,2 12 0,7

Divorcés 164 10,4 205 7,5 186 10,4

WIVES 1.595 100,0 2.761 100,0 1.823 100,0

Single 1.405 88,1 2.555 92,5 1.631 89,5

Widows 12 0,8 7 0,3 12 0,7

Divorcées 178 11,2 199 7,2 180 9,9

Source: EUSTAT. Marriage statistics in the Basque Country
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Graph 1: Monthly Marriage Trends (base 100= average)

Source: EUSTAT. Marriage statistics in the Basque Country  
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