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The industry of Álava and Bizkaia is concentrated 
around their provincial capitals 

 
Industry in Gipuzkoa is more scattered and more balanced throughout the province 
 
A common characteristic of the industry of Álava and Bizkaia is its high concentration around the 
respective provincial capitals, according to Eustat data. Ín Álava, in 2008, the industry of the 
Llanada Alavesa accounted for 60.8% of the total value added generated in the province. In the 
case of Bizkaia, the industrial concentration is even higher and the Gran Bilbao district accounted 
for 62.6% of the total value added generated in this province. The effect is accentuated if the 
Duranguesado district is added, as together they represented 82.2% of the total for Bizkaia. This 
identical to the situation in Álava, where if the industrial value added generated in the Llanada 
Alavesa was added to that of the Cantábirca Alavesa, both districts together represented over 
77.9% of the province's industry. 
 
The district distribution of industry was different in Gipuzkoa, as even though the 30.5% of the total 
value added of the province was in the Donostia-San Sebastián district, both the Goierri and Alto 
Deba districts accounted for 17.6 and 17.1%,respectively, of Gipuzkoa industry. 
 
Given the importance of these districts, the value added growth rates compared to the previous 
year, particularly in Álava and in Bizkaia, were influenced by the performance of their provincial 
capitals. 
 
In the case of Álava, growth of the Llanada Alavesa was 2.9%, identical to the overall figure for the 
province. The greatest year-on-year growth in the province was in the Montaña Alavesa, with a 
positive fluctuation of 22.6% but of little importance in terms of the province over all. It was 
followed by the Valles Alaveses and the Cantábrica Alavesa, with growth of 7.7 and 4.4%, 
respectively. The worst industrial performance in the province was in the Rioja Alavesa, which 
registered a 1% drop in its value added.  
 
The average growth of industrial value added in the province of Bizkaia was 3.6%, while the 
Plentzia-Mungia (11.9%), Encartaciones (7.5%), Markina-Ondarroa (5.3%) and Gran Bilbao (4%) 
districts exceeded that figure. On the other hand, the lowest value added growth rates were 
recorded by Arratia-Nervión (-4.4%) and Duranguesado, even though they latter posted positive 
growth of 1.7%. 
 
The average growth of Gipuzkoa was the smallest of the three provinces with a rate of 0.2%. By 
districts, the best performances were registered in Tolosaldea, with growth of 8.7%, followed by 
Bajo Bidasoa (6.3%) and Donostia-San Sebastián (5.5%). On the other hand, the district with the 
poorest performance in 2008 were the Alto Deba with a drop of 9.2% and el Goierri, where the 
value added fell by 4.2%. 
 
Industrial employment in the Basque Country rose to 250,292 people in 2008.  Forty-seven per 
cent of the industrial employment was concentrated in the regions of Llanada Alavesa, Gran Bilbao 
and Donostialdea. The number of people employed in industry in both Gran Bilbao and 
Donostialdea fell by 2.0% and 1.8%, respectively. The employment figure only increased in the 
Llanada Alavesa (0.3%). 
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In 2008, the general district trend has been for employment to fall compared to the previous year. 
Few districts did not comply with the general rule, including the Valles Alaveses (Álava), where 
employment increased by 5%, together with Llanada Alavesa. In Bizkaia, only Encartaciones 
maintained their employment level (0.2%), but it also has to be remembered that it is the district of 
Bizkaia with the lowest level of industrial employment. In Gipuzkoa, only  Goierri and Tolosaldea 
posted increased job figures with respect to the previous year (1.0%) and (0.4%), respectively. 
 

2007 2008 Δ 08/07 2007 2008 Δ 08/07

Basque Country 255.294 250.292 -2,0 17.615.267 17.997.138 2,2

Álava    49.707 49.453 -0,5 3.594.157 3.696.723 2,9

Arabako Ibarrak/Valles Alaveses   1.980 2.079 5,0 142.378 153.354 7,7

Arabako Lautada/Llanada Alavesa   31.708 31.792 0,3 2.184.633 2.248.621 2,9

Arabako Mendialdea/Montaña Alavesa  421 418 -0,7 19.077 23.383 22,6

Errioxa Arabarra/Rioja Alavesa 4.349 4.100 -5,7 382.435 378.430 -1,0

Gorbeia Inguruak/Estribac. del Gorbea 3.658 3.559 -2,7 259.903 260.487 0,2

Kantauri Arabarra/Cantábrica Alavesa 7.591 7.505 -1,1 605.730 632.449 4,4

Bizkaia 106.378 103.989 -2,2 7.281.370 7.546.849 3,6

Arratia Nerbioi/Arratia-Nervión   5.239 4.849 -7,4 311.577 297.816 -4,4

Bilbo Handia/Gran Bilbao  61.032 59.791 -2,0 4.538.472 4.721.396 4,0

Durangaldea/Duranguesado 23.216 22.953 -1,1 1.454.613 1.479.129 1,7

Enkartazioak/Encartaciones 2.048 2.052 0,2 140.240 150.699 7,5

Gernika-Bermeo  4.517 4.305 -4,7 243.563 250.589 2,9

Markina-Ondarroa 4.257 4.016 -5,7 248.099 261.217 5,3

Plentzia-Mungia 6.069 6.023 -0,8 344.806 386.004 11,9

Gipuzkoa 99.209 96.850 -2,4 6.739.740 6.753.566 0,2

Bidasoa Beherea/Bajo Bidasoa  5.906 5.740 -2,8 304.669 324.012 6,3

Deba Beherea/Bajo Deba  10.888 10.407 -4,4 587.361 591.800 0,8

Deba Garaia/Alto Deba 19.553 18.643 -4,7 1.273.822 1.156.899 -9,2

Donostialdea/Donostia-San Sebastián 26.511 26.026 -1,8 1.951.588 2.059.400 5,5

Goierri 14.553 14.705 1,0 1.238.304 1.186.869 -4,2

Tolosaldea/Tolosa  8.660 8.697 0,4 550.062 597.671 8,7

Urola-Kostaldea/Urola Costa  13.138 12.632 -3,9 833.934 836.915 0,4

Source: Eustat – Industrial Statistics
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