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POPULATION AND HOUSING CENSUS 2006. Level of Education

University graduates accounted for one in five people in
the Basque Country in 2006

Half of the students on vocational training courses and one in three undergraduates
studying technical degrees were women

One in five people had graduated or were studying at university in 2006, up from the 395,879
individuals that had completed further or higher education in 2001 to 418,420 in 2006, according to
Eustat data.

Among the population aged 10 and over, the number of university graduates increased by one
percentage points over those five years, from 20.5% in 2001 to 21.5% in 2006. 59% of those
graduates were also under 40 years old.

Evolution of the population aged 10 and over by level of education. Basque
Country. 1986-2006.%%0
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One the other hand, the illiteracy rate of the population aged 10 and over fell by 0.6%. In the case
of the population aged 60 and over, it fell from 2% in 2001 to 1.7% in 2006 and was considerably
higher among women (2.3%) than among men (0.9%).

By districts, special mention should be made of Plentzia-Mungia, where nearly 30% of its
population had completed university studies. Montafia Alavesa, Rioja Alavesa, Valles Alaveses
and Encartaciones, where less than 15% of the population had studied at university, were at the
other end of the scale.
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Population aged 10 and over by level of university education by districts. Basque Country.
2006. %
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The percentage of female students in further and higher education was 5.6 points than in
the case of male students

In 2006, there were 423,452 students in the Basque Country, 20% of the total of the population,
while the figure stood at 416,323, which meant that the student population percentage remained
unchanged. Even though the student population percentage remained steady, the level of
education changed considerably over the five years. While pre-school and primary students
accounted for 40% in 2001, the figure rose to 44% in 2006. Secondary and vocational training
students fell from 39% to 35% and those at university rose from 22% to 21% of the total students.
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Student population by current studies, by sex. Basque Country. 2006. %

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
Total 44,2 6,5 28,1 8,7 12,5
Male 45,8 7,1 28,8 7,9 10,4
Females 42,7 5,9 27,4 9,4 14,5
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Source: EUSTAT. EPVO6

At municipal level, among municipalities of over 40,000 inhabitants, special mention should be
made of Getxo with a 23.6% student population, followed by Irtin, with 21.1% and the three
provincial capitals: Donostia-San Sebastian (20.9%), Vitoria-Gasteiz (20.6%) and Bilbao (19.4%),
with the latter being the only one with a lower student population than the average for the Basque
Language.

Among municipalities with over 10,000 inhabitants, Arrasate/Mondragén and Bermeo stood out for
having the highest proportion of students on vocational training courses (9.1% and 8.7%,
respectively). Basauri and Eibar were noted for having the highest proportion of students on three-
year degrees (11.1% and 10.6%, respectively); while, in Getxo, one in four students were taking a
five-year degree.

Technical careers continued to attract women

Technical degrees continued to experience the greatest increase in the number of students,
particularly in the case of medium technical degrees, whose number of students doubled over the
ten year period, rising from just over 5,500 in 1996 to nearly 14,000 in 2006. There was also a
significant increase in the number of women on these degrees, as the number of women taking
medium and higher technical degrees rose from 4,166 in 1996 to 8,151 in 2008. However, there
was still a greater proportion of male students, two out of every three, who opted for these studies.
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