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Births fell by 2.1% in the second quarter of 2009  
 
 
54% of the 5,347 children born in the second quarter of 2009 were first 
children 
 
 
The number of births in the Basque Country in the second quarter of 2009 stood at 
5,347, according to Eustat data, down 2.1% on the figure for the same period of the 
previous year.  By provinces, 844 children were born in Álava, which was up 3.3% on 
the number in births for the second quarter of 2008.  In Bizkaia, where 2,650 children 
were born, births fell by 4.4%, while there were 1,853 births in Gipuzkoa, down by 1%.  
 
Births outside marriage accounted for 29.9% of the total, practically the same 
percentage for the same quarter of 2008. Bizkaia (30.8%) was the only province with 
values over those for the Basque Country  overall.   The percentages were slightly 
lower in Álava and Gipuzkoa, 28.4% and 29.1%, respectively.  
 
As refers to birth sequence, over half of the children (2930) were first children in the 
second quarter of 2009; 2,028 children (37.9%) were born into families where there 
was already another child and the percentage of third or later children stood at 8.1%. 
Gipuzkoa (43.7%) was the only province where the proportion of second or later 
children was greater than the average for the Basque Country (46%). On the other 
hand, the percentages for Álava and Gipuzkoa were lower, 48% in both cases.  
 
 
The mothers were over 30 in three out of every four births 
 
 
As refers to the distribution of births according to the age of the mother, there 
continued to be a clear preponderance of the 30-34 year-old age group, in which 
almost half of the births took place. This group is followed by the next oldest group, 
aged between 35-39, which accounted for 29.3% and was ahead of the 25-29 age 
group, with 16% of births.  At either end of the scale, the group of mothers under 25 
accounted for 6.5% of births, whereas mothers over 40 lagged slightly behind, with 
4.2% of the total births. 
 
Single mothers give birth when younger than the rest of women with children as a 
whole, as 15.2.% of unmarried mothers were under 25 and 20.4% between 25 and 29 
years old. 
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Table 1. Children born alive in the the Basque Country. Comparative Table 

Previous quarter Same quarter the previous year

(1st quarter 2009) (2nd quarter 2008)

Nº % Nº % Nº %

Basque Country 5.347 100,0 4.981 100,0 5.459 100,0
   Alava 844 15,8 788 15,8 817 15,0
   Bizkaia 2.650 49,6 2.541 51,0 2.771 50,8
   Gipuzkoa 1.853 34,7 1.652 33,2 1.871 34,3
According to age of mother
   < =24 years 347 6,5 334 6,7 361 6,6
   25 - 29 years 858 16,0 788 15,8 959 17,6
   30 - 34 years 2.349 43,9 2.200 44,2 2.379 43,6
   35 - 39 years 1.568 29,3 1.402 28,1 1.498 27,4
   >= 40 225 4,2 257 5,2 262 4,8
According to the marital status of 
the mother

Married 3.750 70,1 3.489 70,0 3.859 70,7
Not married 1.597 29,9 1.492 30,0 1.600 29,3

Order of birth
   First 2.887 54,0 2.792 56,1 2.959 54,2
   Second 2.028 37,9 1.784 35,8 2.076 38,0
   Third or posterior 432 8,1 405 8,1 424 7,8

Source: EUSTAT

2nd quarter 2009

 

Graph 1: Monthly birth movement
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For further information: 
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