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MORTALITY STATISTICS (EDEF) 1st Quarter 2009 

 
 

The number of deaths fell by 2.2% in the first quarter 
of 2009  

 
 
The circulatory diseases were the main cause of death, followed by tumours 
 
 
 
In the first quarter of 2009, 5,277 people died in the Basque Country, 2.2% down on the 
same period of the previous year, according to Eustat data. By provinces, 664 people died in 
Álava, which was a drop of 1.5%, 2,888 in Bizkaia (-2.6%) and 1725 in Gipuzkoa (-1.6%). 
 
Men accounted for 2702 and women for 2575 of the 5277 people who died, which was down 
by 1.8% and 2.5%, respectively, on the same quarter of the previous year.  
 
The first quarter of the year is traditionally the time of the greatest number of deaths, where 
the greatest increases are usually due to respiratory diseases.  This year, there was a 27.3% 
increase for that cause compared to the last quarter of 2008. 
 
However, circulatory diseases were the main cause of death and they accounted for the 
deaths of 1,535 people, nearly a third of the deaths. 
 
Tumours were the second cause of death and accounted for the deaths of 1,428 people 
(27.1%).  Respiratory diseases were in third place and caused 621 deaths during the winter 
months. 
 
The cause of death differed according to sex, as  tumours outnumbered circulatory system 
diseases among men, whereas the main cause was cardiovascular diseases  among 
women, followed by tumours. Respiratory diseases remained as the third cause of death for 
both sexes. 
 
Nineteen of all deaths in the first quarter of 2009 were infants under one, 10 of whom were 
boys and 9 girls.  
 
The population growth rate in the first quarter of 2009 was negative, with a population loss of 
316 people.  By provinces, negative balances occurred in Bizkaia and Gipuzkoa, whose 
population fell by 350 and 89 inhabitants, respectively. On the other hand, the number of 
births in Álava exceeded the deaths (+123). 
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Table 1. Deaths in the Basque Country by sex, according to cause of death. Table 1. Deaths in the Basque Country by sex, according to cause of death. Quarterly 

comparison.

Previous quarter
Same quarter of the previous 

year

(4th quarter 2008) (1st quarter 2008)

N. % N. % N. %

DEATHS 5.277 100,0 4.903 100,0 5.393 100,0

Men 2.702 51,2 2.479 50,6 2.751 51,0
Women 2.575 48,8 2.424 49,4 2.642 49,0

CAUSE OF DEATH

TOTAL 5.277 100 4.903 100 5.393 100

Tumours 1.428 27,1 1.427 29,1 1.442 26,7
Circulatory system 1.535 29,1 1.501 30,6 1.596 29,6
Respiratory system 621 11,8 488 10,0 675 12,5
Digestive system 236 4,5 243 5,0 268 5,0
Accidents 104 2,0 157 3,2 172 3,2
Other diseases 1.353 25,6 1.087 22,2 1.240 23,0

MEN 2.702 100 2.479 100 2.751 100

Tumours 892 33,0 885 35,7 918 33,4
Circulatory system 703 26,0 671 27,1 743 27,0
Respiratory system 339 12,5 270 10,9 351 12,8
Digestive system 128 4,7 121 4,9 134 4,9
Accidents 65 2,4 100 4,0 106 3,9
Other diseases 575 21,3 432 17,4 499 18,1

WOMEN 2.575 100 2.424 100 2.642 100

Tumours 536 20,8 542 22,4 524 19,8
Circulatory system 832 32,3 830 34,2 853 32,3
Respiratory system 282 11,0 218 9,0 324 12,3
Digestive system 108 4,2 122 5,0 134 5,1
Accidents 39 1,5 57 2,4 66 2,5
Other diseases 778 30,2 655 27,0 741 28,0

Source: EUSTAT

1st quarter 2009
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