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The Goierri, Markina-Ondarroa and Cantábrica Alavesa 
districts headed industrial growth in the Basque 

Country in 2007  
 
Half the industrial wealth and 46.7% of jobs were concentrated in the districts that 
are home to the three provincial capitals  
 
Three  districts, one in each province,  headed industrial growth in the Basque Country in 2007: 
Goierri (25.9%), Markina-Ondarroa (23.7%) and Cantábrica-Alavesa (19.9%), according to Eustat 
data. Furthermore, the three accounted for 25% of the contribution to  increasing  industrial added 
value. Encartaciones (-23%) and Rioja Alavesa (-4.2%) were at the other end of the scale and 
werethe only two to register negative growth of their added value.  
 
The provincial capitals and their catchment areas continue to generate practically half the industrial 
wealth, even though it was slightly down on 2006.  Specifically, the Gran Bilbao district, the 
Llanada Alavesa (which includes Vitoria-Gasteiz) and Donostialdea together generated 49.2% of 
the 2007 industrial added value.  25.7% was generated in the Gran Bilbao district, 12.4% in the 
Llanada Alavesa and 11.1% in Donostialdea.  Overall, the industrial employment rate stood at 
119,251 people, i.e., 46.7% of the workforce employed in the industrial sector of the three  
provinces.  
 
By provinces, Gipuzkoa posted the greatest growth (7.6%) and was also the only province where 
all the districts recorded positive growth. In addition to the  Goierrri, Tolosa (9.6%), Bajo Deba 
(6.7%) and Alto Deba (6%) posted growth over the average for the Basque Country and accounted 
for 54% of the province’s added value and 20.7% for the Autonomous Community as a whole. 
Donostialdea registered the lowest growth in the province (0.6%), even though its contribution to 
the total (29%) is less than that of the other districts that include the capitals.   
 
Bizkaia was the second province in terms of growth, 5.4%, and generated 41.6% of the industrial 
added value of the Basque Country and provided jobs in this sector for 103,715 people (41.3%).  
In this province, Markina-Ondarroa was the district with greatest growth (23.7%), followed by 
Arratia-Nervión (11.4%) and Duranguesado (11.1%).  The Gran Bilbao district, which accounted 
for 62% of the industrial wealth of the province, grew under the average (3.6%). The only district to 
posted negative added value growth was Encartaciones (-23%), which was also the district with 
the worst results in the Autonomous Community. 
 
Álava, up 4.3% on 2006, accounted for 20.4% of the wealth generated by the industry of the  
Basque Country. By districts, the greatest growth was registered in Cantábrica Alavesa (19.9%) 
and Montaña Alavesa (14.6%). At the other end of the scale, the Rioja Alavesa district posted 
negative growth of -4.2% and Estribaciones del Gorbea with 0.3%. The Llanada Alavesa, where 
the Basque capital is located and which contributed 61% of the industrial added value of the 
province, was up by 2.3%. 
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Industrial employment in the Basque Country rose to 255,294 people in 2007. 46.7% of this 
industrial employment was concentrated in the Llanada Alavesa, Gran Bilbao and Donostialdea 
districts, even though the district where there was the greatest increase in the number of workers 
was the  Duranguesado (Bizkaia) with 1,164 jobs more than in 2006. 
 
The districts posting the greatest percentage increases in employment were Montaña Alavesa 
(14.4%), Markina Ondarroa (7.4%) and Tolosa (5.9%), yet again one from each territory.  At the 
opposite end of the scale, five districts posted negative growth with losses of industrial jobs 
compared to 2006.  These five districts were: Alto Deba, Estribaciones del Gorbea, Bajo Bidasoa, 
Encartaciones and Donostialdea. 
 
Personnel employed and Added Value at industrial factor cost by regions. 2007. Thousands 
of euros. 

2006 2007 Δ 07/06 2006 2007 Δ 07/06

Basque Country 250.862 255.294 1,8 16.624.164 17.615.267 6,0

Araba/Álava    49.443 49.707 0,5 3.446.405 3.594.157 4,3
Arabako Ibarrak/Valles Alaveses   1.961 1.980 1,0 130.203 142.378 9,4
Arabako Lautada/Llanada Alavesa   31.620 31.708 0,3 2.135.805 2.184.633 2,3
Arabako Mendialdea/Montaña Alavesa  368 421 14,4 16.642 19.077 14,6
Errioxa Arabarra/Rioja Alavesa 4.337 4.349 0,3 399.311 382.435 -4,2
Gorbeia Inguruak/Estribac. del Gorbea 3.852 3.658 -5,0 259.191 259.903 0,3
Kantauri Arabarra/Cantábrica Alavesa 7.305 7.591 3,9 505.252 605.730 19,9
Bizkaia 103.715 106.378 2,6 6.911.272 7.281.370 5,4
Arratia Nerbioi/Arratia-Nervión   5.141 5.239 1,9 279.814 311.577 11,4
Bilbo Handia/Gran Bilbao  60.091 61.032 1,6 4.379.899 4.538.472 3,6
Durangaldea/Duranguesado 22.052 23.216 5,3 1.309.050 1.454.613 11,1
Enkartazioak/Encartaciones 2.139 2.048 -4,3 182.071 140.240 -23,0
Gernika-Bermeo  4.402 4.517 2,6 232.944 243.563 4,6
Markina-Ondarroa 3.964 4.257 7,4 200.550 248.099 23,7
Plentzia-Mungia 5.926 6.069 2,4 326.942 344.806 5,5
Gipuzkoa 97.704 99.209 1,5 6.266.487 6.739.740 7,6
Bidasoa Beherea/Bajo Bidasoa  6.069 5.906 -2,7 298.103 304.669 2,2
Deba Beherea/Bajo Deba  10.615 10.888 2,6 550.285 587.361 6,7
Deba Garaia/Alto Deba 19.954 19.553 -2,0 1.202.213 1.273.822 6,0
Donostialdea/Donostia-San Sebastián 26.580 26.511 -0,3 1.940.767 1.951.588 0,6
Goierri 13.824 14.553 5,3 983.691 1.238.304 25,9
Tolosaldea/Tolosa  8.178 8.660 5,9 501.893 550.062 9,6
Urola-Kostaldea/Urola Costa  12.484 13.138 5,2 789.535 833.934 5,6

Personnel employed
(Number)

Gross added value at factor cost

 
Source: EUSTAT 
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