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MARRIAGE STATISTICS (EMAT), 2nd quarter 2008 

 
 

The percentage of civil weddings increased in the 
second quarter of 2008 with respect to the same 

quarter of the previous year 
 
 
2,835 weddings were held in April, May and June 2008, 1.5% down on the 
previous year. 
 
 
In the second quarter of 2008, 55.1% of weddings were civil weddings, 6.5 percentage points 
more than in the same quarter of 2007, according to Eustat data.  This figure is down on the 
first quarter of 2008, where nearly 82% of the marriages were civil. In this second quarter, 
the number of weddings in May and June increased considerably, in contrast to the previous 
quarter, which was noted for the low number of weddings held. 
 
In April, May and June 2008, there were 2,835 weddings in the A.C. of the Basque Country, 
which was 1.5% down on the same quarter of the previous year.  By provinces, 1,519 
weddings were held in Bizkaia, followed by Gipuzkoa with 828 and Álava with 304.  On the 
other hand, 80 couples set up home outside the A.C. of the Basque Country. 
 
2,760 men and 2,768 women resident in the A.C. of the Basque Country married in the 2,835 
weddings in the second quarter of 2008.  This was the first marriage for 2,541 men (92.1%), 
while 15 widowers and 204 divorcés remarried. The percentage of first marriages for women 
was similar to that of the men:  the number of single brides came to 2,569 (92.8%), there 
were 13 widows and 186 divorcées. 
 
The trend continues for people to be older when they marry 
 
With regard to the distribution of marriages according to the age of spouses, 75.4% of 
grooms were over 30 years old, while this percentage stood at 61.7% in the case of the 
brides. These percentages are higher than those for the same period of 2007 (73.9% and 
58.1%, respectively), and yet again this quarter, the trend continued for people to be older 
when they marry.  
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Nº % Nº % Nº %

MARRIAGES 2.835 100,0 960 100,0 2.877 100,0

Canonical 1.273 44,9 174 18,1 1.480 51,4

Civil 1.562 55,1 786 81,9 1.397 48,6

HUSBANDS 2.760 100,0 929 100,0 2.797 100,0

Single 2.541 92,1 815 87,7 2.588 92,5

Widowers 15 0,5 8 0,9 18 0,6

Divorcés 204 7,4 106 11,4 191 6,8

WIVES 2.768 100,0 931 100,0 2.836 100,0

Single 2.569 92,8 817 87,8 2.618 92,3

Widows 13 0,5 5 0,5 8 0,3

Divorcées 186 6,7 109 11,7 210 7,4
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Graph 1: Monthly movement in marriages 

0

50

100

150

200

250

300

Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun

Canonical Civil

 
Base 100 = average 
Source: EUSTAT 
 
 
For further information: 
Basque Statistics Office 
C/ Donostia-San Sebastián, 1 01010 Vitoria-Gasteiz 
Tlf:+34-945-01 75 00 Fax:+34-945-01 75 01 E-mail: eustat@eustat.es 
Contact: Martín González Hernández 
Tlf:+34-945-01 75 49 Fax:+34-945-01 75 01  
Online press releases: www.eustat.es 
 


