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SURVEY ON TOURIST ESTABLISHMENTS (EETR ) SEPTEMBER 2008 
 
 

Number of visitors fell by 4% in September 2008  
 
 
Visitors from within Spain was up by 1% and broke the downward trend of the previous 
six consecutive months 
 
 
There were 186,950 visitors registered in the hotel establishments of the A.C. of the Basque Country in 
September 2008; more than 7,000 fewer visitors than in the same month of the previous year resulting in 
a 4% decrease, according to Eustat data.  The number of visitors decreased by 7% in Álava, 3% in 
Gipuzkoa and in Bizkaia, compared with the same month of 2007. 
 
The number of visitors from within Spain was up by 1%  with respect to September 2007.  This number 
was down in Bizkaia (-3%), remained steady in Gipuzkoa (0%) and increased in Álava (15%). The 
number of overseas visitors decreased in the three provinces: Álava (-42%), Gipuzkoa (-7%) and Bizkaia 
(-3%), which resulted in an overall decrease of 11% for the A.C. of the Basque Country. 
 
There was an increase in the number of visitors from Asturias, Castilla y León, Aragón and Navarra, while 
there was a decrease in visitors from the Canary Islands, Madrid and Catalonia, primarily.  As regards the 
number of overseas visitors, special mention should be made in the increase in the number from Holland, 
Greece, Luxembourg and Portugal, while there were fewer visitors from Germany, Belgium, Ireland and  
the United Kingdom, among others.  
 
Registered overnight stays in September 2008 totalled356,133, which was 5% down on September of the 
previous year, in other words, there were 18,000 fewer overnight stays. The year-on-year performance of 
overnight stays was negative in the three territories:  they fell by 4% in Bizkaia, by 5% in Gipuzkoa and 
8% in Álava. 
 
The average length of stay was down from 1.93 days in September of the previous year to 1.90 in 
September 2008 for the A.C. of the Basque Country as a whole.   It decreased in Álava from 1.75 to 1.74 
days, in Bizkaia from 1.83 to 1.82 and in the case of Gipuzkoa, it fell from the 2.12 days average stay in 
September 2007 to 2.07 days last September.  
  
The occupancy rate by bed fell by 8%, and dropped from 51.72% in September of last year to 47.76% this 
September. The occupancy rate by room fell by 9%. Both occupancy rates decreased in the three 
provinces to different degrees.  
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Rural tourism: The number of visitors and overnight stays rose by 6% and 7% respectively. 
 
There were 10,676 visitors registered in September in rural tourism establishments in the A.  C. of the 
Basque Country; 6% more than the same month of last year, increasing by 28% in Álava, 2% in Bizkaia 
and in Gipuzkoa. The increase in the number of visitors from within Spain was 2% in the A.C. of the 
Basque Country: they increased in Álava (23%) and fell  by 5% in Bizkaia and by 1% in Gipuzkoa.  The 
number of overseas visitors increased by 38% throughout the A.C of the Basque Country, with the 
number up in the three provinces: Álava (136%), Bizkaia (38%) and Gipuzkoa (24%). 
 
Overnight stays in rural tourism establishments of the A.C. of the Basque Country totalled 30,032 in 
September, which was up by 7% compared to the same month of previous year. The year-on-year growth 
rate was positive in Álava (16%) and in Gipuzkoa (9%) and negative in Bizkaia (-2%).  
 
The average length of stay per visitor in the A.C. of the Basque Country overall increased with respect to 
September 2007, going from 2.79 days a year ago to 2.81 days in September 2008. 
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Table 1: Monthly Results 
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OVERNIGHT 
STAYS

356.133 100 374.177 100 -5 47.305 100 51.446 100 -8 157.754 100 163.622 100 -4 151.074 100 159.109 100 -5

National 234.217 66 239.747 64 -2 36.165 76 33.900 66 7 97.092 62 103.507 63 -6 100.960 67 102.340 64 -1

Foreigners 121.916 34 134.430 36 -9 11.140 24 17.546 34 -37 60.662 38 60.115 37 1 50.114 33 56.769 36 -12

Capital 215.300 60 222.547 59 -3 33.737 71 37.127 72 -9 103.404 66 103.311 63 0 78.159 52 82.109 52 -5

Coast                46.274 13 50.161 13 -8 - - - - - 13.852 9 15.880 10 -13 32.422 21 34.281 22 -5

Inland 94.559 27 101.469 27 -7 13.568 29 14.319 28 -5 40.498 26 44.431 27 -9 40.493 27 42.719 27 -5

ENTRY OF
TRAVELLERS

186.950 100 193.779 100 -4 27.215 100 29.354 100 -7 86.601 100 89.330 100 -3 73.134 100 75.095 100 -3

National 123.523 66 122.372 63 1 20.426 75 17.696 60 15 55.666 64 57.356 64 -3 47.431 65 47.320 63 0

Foreigners 63.427 34 71.407 37 -11 6.789 25 11.658 40 -42 30.935 36 31.974 36 -3 25.703 35 27.775 37 -7

Capital 114.066 61 114.561 59 0 18.341 67 21.098 72 -13 57.876 67 57.640 65 0 37.849 52 35.823 48 6

Coast                22.663 12 23.829 12 -5 - - - - - 7.471 9 8.071 9 -7 15.192 21 15.758 21 -4

Inland 50.221 27 55.389 29 -9 8.874 33 8.256 28 7 21.254 25 23.619 26 -10 20.093 27 23.514 31 -15

AVERAGE
STAY

1,90 1,93 -2 1,74 1,75 -1 1,82 1,83 -1 2,07 2,12 -2

OCCUPANCY 
LEVEL
BY PLACES

47,76 51,72 -8 46,39 47,78 -3 46,09 48,92 -6 50,12 56,56 -11

Capital 55,08 56,57 -3 53,60 50,64 6 51,85 54,73 -5 60,81 62,53 -3

Coast                51,18 53,01 -3 - - - 39,50 41,88 -6 58,58 60,46 -3

Inland 35,76 43,10 -17 34,76 41,69 -17 37,57 41,22 -9 34,44 45,79 -25

OCCUPANCY 
LEVEL
BY ROOMS

60,53 66,21 -9 55,14 61,32 -10 58,26 64,64 -10 65,46 70,13 -7

Capital 68,60 73,36 -6 66,00 68,32 -3 66,04 71,56 -8 74,05 79,32 -7

Coast                58,86 63,34 -7 - - - 47,30 53,20 -11 65,90 69,91 -6

Inland 48,11 54,17 -11 39,01 44,27 -12 46,92 54,20 -13 53,52 57,58 -7

OVERNIGHT 
STAYS

30.032 100 28.061 100 7 4.705 100 4.047 100 16 8.037 100 8.173 100 -2 17.290 100 15.841 100 9

National 24.288 81 23.779 85 2 4.255 90 3.672 91 16 6.563 82 6.551 80 0 13.470 78 13.556 86 -1

Foreigners 5.744 19 4.282 15 34 450 10 375 9 20 1.474 18 1.622 20 -9 3.820 22 2.285 14 67

ENTRY OF
TRAVELLERS

10.676 100 10.062 100 6 2.154 100 1.681 100 28 3.272 100 3.223 100 2 5.250 100 5.158 100 2

National 9.084 85 8.905 89 2 1.958 91 1.598 95 23 2.609 80 2.742 85 -5 4.517 86 4.565 89 -1

Foreigners 1.592 15 1.157 11 38 196 9 83 5 136 663 20 481 15 38 733 14 593 11 24

AVERAGE
STAY

2,81 2,79 1 2,18 2,41 -10 2,46 2,54 -3 3,29 3,07 7

OCCUPANCY 
LEVEL
BY PLACES

28,87 26,43 9 23,83 20,69 15 22,82 23,05 -1 35,25 30,97 14

OCCUPANCY 
LEVEL
BY ROOMS

32,46 31,68 2 28,17 25,71 10 25,72 27,49 -6 39,30 37,06 6

HOTEL ESTABLISHMENTS

AGRO-TOURISM

A.C. OF EUSKADI ARABA/ALAVA BIZKAIA GIPUZKOA

 
Source: EUSTAT 
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