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The regions Urola-Costa, Tolosa, Gernika-Bermeo and 
Plentzia-Mungia led industrial growth in 2006.   

 
Regions where the three provincial capitals are located generated 51% of industrial 
wealth.   
 
The Urola-Costa region accounted for the greatest growth in industrial activity in 2006 (13.9%), 
followed by Tolosa (11.8%) with Gernika-Bermeo and Plentzia-Mungia, both at 11.4%, according 
to Eustat data.   On the opposite end of the spectrum was the only region with negative growth, 
Encartaciones (-3.1%).  Valles Alaveses followed at +0.9% and then Estribaciones del Gorbea 
(+1.3%), although these three regions only represent 3% of total industrial employment in the A.C. 
of the Basque Country, some 7,952 people.    
 
Three regions which include the three provincial capitals and their catchment areas, accounted for 
slightly over half (50.8%) of the industrial wealth created in the A.C of the Basque Country in 2006.   
Overall industrial employment rose to 118.291 people or 47.2% of total industrial employment in 
the three provinces.   
 
By province, Gipuzkoa presented the greatest inter-regional balance with above average growth in 
added value in six of its seven regions. Overall growth was 8.6% with the three fasting growing 
regions, Urola-Costa (13.9%), Tolosa (11.8%) and Goiherri (9.6%) representing 36% of the total 
value added for the province. Other heavily industrialised areas such as Alto Deba and 
Donostialdea also showed above average growth at 9.0% and 6.3%, respectively.   
 
At 4.6% Bizkaia was second in terms of growth and generated 41.6% of the industrial added value 
for the A.C of the Basque Country, employing 103,715 people (41.3%) in the sector.    Within this 
province, Plentzia-Mungia and Gernika-Bermeo presented the best results, both with added value 
growth at 11.4%.   The region with the least growth of the province, Encartaciones, was also the 
region with the least growth in the Autonomous Community.   
 
Álava, with 3.8% growth since 2005, contributed 20.1% of total industrial wealth generated in the 
A.C of the Basque Country in 2006.  The regions with the highest growth were Montaña Alavesa 
(9.1%), Cantábrica Alavesa (7.5%) and Rioja Alavesa (5.9%).   The heaviest industrialised region 
of Álava, la Llanada Alavesa, with 62% of the added value of the province, showed below average 
growth for both the province and the A.C. of the Basque Country.   
 
There was a moderate change in the number of personnel employed in 2006 with an increase of 
0.5%. The regions with the greatest increase were Arratia-Nervión (5.0%), Plentzia-Mungia (4.0%) 
and Tolosa at 3.4%.   On the other end of the spectrum, 7 regions went down, notably 
Estirbaciones del Borbea with a decline in industrial employment of 5.1% and Encartaciones with a 
decline of 3.3%.   
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Personnel employed and Added Value at industrial factor cost by region. 2006. Thousands 
of euros. 
 

2005 2006 Δ 06/05 2005 2006 Δ 06/05

Basque Country 249.696 250.862 0,5 15.701.676 16.624.164 5,9

Araba/Álava    49.673 49.443 -0,5 3.320.782 3.446.405 3,8
Arabako Ibarrak/Valles Alaveses   1.924 1.961 1,9 128.980 130.203 0,9
Arabako Lautada/Llanada Alavesa   31.793 31.620 -0,5 2.073.654 2.135.805 3,0
Arabako Mendialdea/Montaña Alavesa  356 368 3,4 15.247 16.642 9,1
Errioxa Arabarra/Rioja Alavesa 4.323 4.337 0,3 375.342 399.311 5,9
Gorbeia Inguruak/Estribac. del Gorbea 4.058 3.852 -5,1 255.874 259.191 1,3
Kantauri Arabarra/Cantábrica Alavesa 7.219 7.305 1,2 469.616 505.252 7,5
Bizkaia 103.107 103.715 0,6 6.609.114 6.911.272 4,6
Arratia Nerbioi/Arratia-Nervión   4.895 5.141 5,0 266.380 279.814 5,0
Bilbo Handia/Gran Bilbao  60.291 60.091 -0,3 4.233.172 4.379.899 3,5
Durangaldea/Duranguesado 21.683 22.052 1,7 1.229.818 1.309.050 6,4
Enkartazioak/Encartaciones 2.211 2.139 -3,3 188.058 182.071 -3,1
Gernika-Bermeo  4.462 4.402 -1,3 209.127 232.944 11,4
Markina-Ondarroa 3.868 3.964 2,5 183.497 200.550 5,6
Plentzia-Mungia 5.697 5.926 4,0 293.315 326.942 11,4
Gipuzkoa 96.916 97.704 0,8 5.771.780 6.266.487 8,6
Bidasoa Beherea/Bajo Bidasoa  6.026 6.069 0,7 283.328 298.103 5,2
Deba Beherea/Bajo Deba  10.694 10.615 -0,7 518.765 550.285 6,1
Deba Garaia/Alto Deba 20.101 19.954 -0,7 1.103.086 1.202.213 9,0
Donostialdea/Donostia-San Sebastián 26.458 26.580 0,5 1.824.353 1.940.767 6,3
Goierri 13.626 13.824 1,5 898.046 983.691 9,6
Tolosaldea/Tolosa  7.911 8.178 3,4 449.118 501.893 11,8
Urola-Kostaldea/Urola Costa  12.100 12.484 3,2 692.791 789.535 13,9

Personnel employed
(Number)

Gross added value at factor cost

 
 
Source: Eustat 
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