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Less civil weddings in the first quarter of 2007 than in 
the same period of last year 

 
 
The upward trend in the age of the couples was maintained. 
 
 
The first quarter of 2007 saw 1,084 marriages in the A.C. of the Basque Country, meaning there 
were 37% less than those held in the fourth quarter of 2006, which totalled 1,714, and was 
practically the same figure as in the same quarter of last year, according to Eustat data. 
Traditionally, the first quarter of the year is when least weddings are held, especially in January 
and February. 
 
 
As has been the pattern in other years, this quarter had the greatest proportion of civil weddings 
(75.1%), triple the number of religious ones. However, the percentage of civil marriages diminished 
by 1.6 points as regards the same period of last year. In Bizkaia and Gipuzkoa they decreased 
with regard to the same quarter of 2006, accounting for 79.3% and 69.5% respectively. On the 
other hand, Álava experienced a slight increase and was the province with the greatest proportion 
of civil weddings (81.6%). 
 
 
Of the 1,084 weddings held in the first quarter of 2007, 1,054 of the men and 1,062 of the women 
were residents of the A.C. of the Basque Country. For 916 grooms (86.9%) this was their first 
marriage, while 10 widowers and 128 divorcés remarried. The percentage of women for whom this 
was their first marriage was higher than that of men, with first-time brides numbering 932 (87.8%); 
while there were 11 widows and 119 divorcées. 
 
 
As for the distribution of marriages according to the age of the couples, it was seen that among 
grooms, 79.5% were aged over 30, whereas among brides, this percentage came to 67.6%. These 
proportions were greater than those seen during the same period of 2006 (79% and 65% 
respectively), which meant that, for one more quarter, the upward trend as regards the age of the 
population who got married remained steady, 
 
 
Elsewhere, 27 weddings were held between people of the same sex, 12 less than in the same 
quarter of last year; of these, 16 were between men and 11 between women. 
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EMAT 1st quarter 2007 
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Nº % Nº % Nº %

MARRIAGES 1.084 100,0 1.714 100,0 1.083 100,0

Canonical 270 24,9 723 42,2 252 23,3
Civil 814 75,1 991 57,8 831 76,7

HUSBANDS 1.054 100,0 1.665 100,0 1.049 100,0

Single 916 86,9 1.516 91,1 928 88,5
Widowers 10 0,9 15 0,9 12 1,1
Divorcés 128 12,1 134 8,0 109 10,4

WIVES 1.062 100,0 1.683 100,0 1.062 100,0

Single 932 87,8 1.545 91,8 934 87,9
Widows 11 1,0 7 0,4 10 0,9
Divorcées 119 11,2 131 7,8 118 11,1

(4th quarter 2006) (1st quarter 2006)
1st quarter 2007

Previous quarter
Same quarter 

the previous year

 
 
Graph 1: Monthly movement in marriages 
 

0

50

100

150

200

250

Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar

Canonical Civil
 

Source: EUSTAT base 100 = average  
 
For further information: 
Euskal Estatistika-Erakundea / Instituto Vasco de Estadística 
C/ Donostia-San Sebastian, 1  01010 Vitoria-Gasteiz 
Tel:+34-945-01 75 00  Fax:+34-945-01 75 01  E-mail: eustat@eustat.es
Contact: Martín González Hernández 
Tel:+34-945-01 75 49  Fax:+34-945-01 75 01  
Press releases on the Internet: www.eustat.es
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