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Deaths statistics (EDEF) 4th quarter 2006 
 
 

The number of deaths increased by 1.9% in the fourth 
quarter of 2006 

 
 
Over the year as a whole, however, they decreased by 4.9% 
 
 
4,569 people died in the fourth quarter of 2006 in the A.C. of the Basque Country, 1.9% more than 
in the fourth quarter of 2005, according to Eustat data. By province, there were 577 deaths in 
Álava, 2,568 in Bizkaia and 1,424 in Gipuzkoa. 
 
 
The provisional total number of deaths for 2006 came to 17,897, of which 9,444 were men and 
8,453 women. Compared to the provisional data for the previous year, 924 less deaths were 
registered, meaning a decrease of 4.9%. 
 
 
30.5% of deaths (5,451) occurring in 2006 were as a result of tumours. Following this came 
circulatory system diseases, with 29.8% (5,340 deaths) and thirdly, and some way behind, were 
respiratory diseases, accounting for 9.4% (1,690). 
 
 
The cause of death differed according to sex, given that among men tumours outnumbered 
circulatory system diseases by 10 percentage points, whereas among women the main causes 
were cardiovascular diseases and secondly, tumours, by the same difference. 
 
 
Of the deaths that occurred in 2006, 49 corresponded to children under one year old, 17 boys and 
32 girls. At the other extreme, 126 people died aged 100 or over, 25 men and 101 women. 
 
 
The provisional data for 2006 shows that births outnumbered deaths by 1,966, meaning that 
natural population growth of the A.C. of the Basque Country was clearly positive. In Álava and 
Gipuzkoa, natural growth was 728 and 1,220 respectively. It should be stressed that although the 
number of births only outnumbered deaths by 19 in Bizkaia, there had not been a positive result 
here since 1989. 
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Table 1. Deaths in the A.C. of Euskadi by sex, according to cause of death. Quarterly 
comparison. 
 

Previous quarter
Same quarter of the 

previous year
(3rd quarter 2006) (4nd quarter 2005)

N. % N. % N. %
DEATHS 4.569 100,0 4.220 100,0 4.486 100,0

Men 2.427 53,1 2.226 52,7 2.387 53,2
Women 2.142 46,9 1.994 47,3 2.099 46,8

CAUSE OF DEATH
TOTAL 4.569 4.220 4.486

Tumours 1.412 30,9 1.364 32,3 1.326 29,6
Circulatory system 1.381 30,2 1.143 27,1 1.391 31,0
Respiratory system 421 9,2 358 8,5 410 9,1
Digestive system 238 5,2 208 4,9 235 5,2
Accidents 156 3,4 157 3,7 156 3,5
Other diseases 961 21,0 990 23,5 968 21,6

MEN 2.427 2.226 2.387
Tumours 885 36,5 852 38,3 851 35,7
Circulatory system 649 26,7 531 23,9 647 27,1
Respiratory system 248 10,2 208 9,3 243 10,2
Digestive system 130 5,4 117 5,3 111 4,7
Accidents 114 4,7 112 5,0 111 4,7
Other diseases 401 16,5 406 18,2 424 17,8

WOMEN 2.142 1.994 2.099
Tumours 527 24,6 512 25,7 475 22,6
Circulatory system 732 34,2 612 30,7 744 35,4
Respiratory system 173 8,1 150 7,5 167 8,0
Digestive system 108 5,0 91 4,6 124 5,9
Accidents 42 2,0 45 2,3 45 2,1
Other diseases 560 26,1 584 29,3 544 25,9

4nd quarter 2006

 
 
Source: EUSTAT 
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