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The commercial sector of the Basque Autonomous 
Community grew 36.9% in the 2000-2005 five-year 

period 
 
 
Employment in the sector registered a growth of 17.0% during the same five-year 
period 
 
The commercial sector, which is made up of the wholesale commerce, retail commerce, and car 
sales and repairs subsectors, experienced a nominal growth of 36.9% over the 2000 to 2005 five-
year period, that is, eight tenths above the Gross Added Value generated by the whole of the 
economy (36.,1%). Its contribution to the Gross Domestic Product of the Autonomous Community 
of the Basque Country reached 11%, one point above what it was in the year 2000 (9.9%). 
 
The personnel employed in the commercial sector also grew above the whole of the economy 
during that same five-year period.  Global employment grew 12.1% whereas the personnel 
employed in the commercial sector grew 17.0%, amounting to 132,396 people employed, that is to 
say, 13.9% of the total employment in the job market. 
 
Contribution of the commercial sector to the Basque Autonomous Community GDP  
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Retail commerce grew 37,6% during those five years (2000-2005) and the personnel employed in 
this subsector attained an evolution rate of 16.6%. 
 
The highest Gross Added Value growth corresponded, however, to the wholesale commerce 
subsector, with a growth of 39.0%, increasing its personnel by 21.4%. 
 
Car sales and repairs have increased their product by 27.9% and employed personnel in this 
subsector have grown by 8.2%. 
 
In spite of the higher growth of the wholesale commerce, retail commerce continued generating 
most of the wealth of the commercial sector in 2005, with 44.6%; the wholesale subsector 
contributed with 43.2% and car sales and repairs participated with 12.3%. 
 
Employment in the commercial sector was distributed in the following way: 57.2% worked in the 
retail commerce, 31.4% in the wholesale commerce and the remaining 11.4% worked in car sales 
and repairs. 
 
Net sales experimented a 28.2% increase during the five-year period. Specially noteworthy in this 
context is retail commerce with its 37.8% increase. Car sales and repairs and wholesale 
commerce have a more moderate expensive behaviour, with 27.2% and 23.2% growths, 
respectively. 
 
Commercial margin increased by two points in the wholesale commerce and one point in retail 
commerce. However, it remained stable in car sales and repairs. 
 
Personnel costs in the commercial sector grew 45.5% in the 2000-2005 five-year period, growing 
48.7% both in the wholesale and retail commerce and 27.3% in car sales and repairs. 
 
Gross corporate surplus grew 27.8%, with an evolution of 26.1% in the retail subsector, 29.3% in 
the wholesale subsector and 28.9% in car sales and repairs. 
 
Main Variables in commerce and repairs. 2005. Data in thousands of euros. 
 

Autonomous 
Community of the 

Basque Country
Álava/Araba Bizkaia Gipuzkoa

Employed personnel (Nº) 132.396 19.500 70.176 42.720

Autonomous workers and family assista 23.756 3.056 12.452 8.248

Salaried personnel 108.640 16.444 57.724 34.472

Gross Added Value to the cost of factors 5.317.258 822.564 2.820.800 1.673.894

Gross Exploitation Surplus 2.406.735 385.121 1.270.323 751.291

Investment carried out 539.658 94.344 268.498 176.816

Reserves for mortgages 423.153 76.777 223.832 122.544

Net sales 33.814.638 5.379.714 18.117.583 10.317.341

Gross commercial margin 7.996.997 1.314.184 4.170.232 2.512.581

Exterior services 2.523.315 429.254 1.329.488 764.573

Personnel costs 2.910.523 437.443 1.550.477 922.603

Results before tax 2.133.935 313.613 1.146.921 673.401

Cash flow 2.557.088 390.390 1.370.753 795.945  
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Results before tax grew 48.7% in the whole of the commercial sector during the analysed five-year 
period, of which 78.8% corresponded to wholesale commerce, 26.6% to car sales and repairs and 
26.0% to retail commerce. 
 
Cash flow (results plus mortgages) grew 49.4% from 2000 to 2005 in the whole of the commercial 
sector; 76.1% in wholesale commerce, 29.6% in retail commerce and 29.9% in car sales and 
repairs. 
 
By territories, Bizkaia contributes 53.0% of the Gross Added Value, Gipuzkoa 31.5% and Alava 
15.5%. 
 
Within each territory, and above the global average, special mention is due to the relative 
contribution of the wholesale sector in Alava, with 46.7% of its Gross Added Value and that of retail 
commerce in Bizkaia that contributes with 45.7% of the total in that territory. In the case of 
Gipuzkoa, the contribution of car sales and repairs, reaching 15.0% of the territorial total, is 
especially noteworthy. 
 
Territorial contribution to commercial Gross Added Value  
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For more information: 
Euskal Estatistika-Erakundea /Basque Statistics Office 
C/ Donostia-San Sebastián, 1  01010 Vitoria-Gasteiz 
Tel:+34-945-01 75 00  Fax:+34-945-01 75 01  E-mail: eustat@eustat.es
Contact person: Aitor Oleaga 
Tel:+34-945-01 75 09  Fax:+34-945-01 75 01  
Press releases in the Internet: www.eustat.es
Databank: www.eustat.es/bancopx/spanish/indice.asp

Page: 3 (3) 

mailto:%20eustat@eustat.es
http://www.eustat.es/
http://www.eustat.es/bancopx/spanish/indice.asp

