
Press release 26/06/2007 
 

EUSKAL  ESTATISTIKA  ERAKUNDEA 
INSTITUTO VASCO DE ESTADÍSTICA 

SOCIAL SERVICES STATISTICS: ENTITIES AND CENTRES 2005 
 
 

Social services expenditure came to 606 euros per 
inhabitant in 2005 

 
The number of voluntary personnel in social services increased by 20%  
 
Expenditure on social services in the A.C. of the Basque Country came to 1,298 million euros in 
2005, 8.5% more than the previous year, which accounted for 2.3% of Basque GDP, according to 
Eustat data. Average expenditure per inhabitant came to 606 euros, of which 422 came from 
public funding. 
 
By province, there was a 4% increase in expenditure in Álava, 10% in Bizkaia and 8% in Gipuzkoa. 
In per capita terms, spending remained highest in Álava, with an average per inhabitant of 705 
euros, compared to 590 in Gipuzkoa and Bizkaia. 
 
Graph: Evolution of expenditure per inhabitan ton social services 
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Source: EUSTAT 
 
The contribution of the various areas of the public administration came to 903 million euros, 70% of 
expenditure, while the private sector provided the remaining 30%. There was a notable figure of 
162 million euros contributed by users in exchange for services rendered, representing 13% of 
current expenditure. 
 
The sector employed 2.3% of people in work 
 
In the area of social services as a whole, 21,941 people were employed directly, 2.3% of people in 
work, of whom 68% were women. If the number of subcontracted personnel for direct care is taken 
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into account, with a full-time equivalent of 4,411 jobs, employment would rise by 20%. Half of this 
subcontracted personnel works in home care service.  
 
There was an important increase (+20%) in the number of volunteers working in social services 
and which in 2005 came to 18,675 people, providing a contribution with a full-time equivalent of 
1,061 jobs.  
 
Table 1: Evolution of the main figures 
 

2005 2004 Δ% 05/04

Expenditure (thousand Euros) 1.297.642 1.196.320 8,5
- Current expenditure 959.083 876.216 9,5
- Transfers to families 274.566 270.046 1,7
- Capital expenditure 63.993 50.057 27,8

Expenditure/Inhabitant (Euros) 606,1 562,0 7,9
Expenditure/GDP. (%) 2,3 2,2 0,5
Finance 

- Public finance 903.157 837.714 7,8
- Private finance 394.485 358.606 10,0

Human Resources
Total personnel 40.616 36.221 12,1

- Own personnel 21.941 20.613 6,4
- Volunteers 18.675 15.608 19,7

Material Resources
- No of bodies 1.318 1.304 1,1
- No of centres 2.544 2.512 1,3
- No of homes 734 715 2,7
- Places in homes 20.212 19.596 3,1  

 
Source: EUSTAT 
 
Social services intended for the general public and specialist centres for the elderly stood out as 
the areas to receive the greatest amount of resources, accounting for 67% of expenditure. 
 
Outstanding among resources intended for the general public, in terms of both quantity and 
evolution, were family benefits, including Basic Income (RB), with 145 million euros (+15%) and 
Social Emergency Aid (AES), with 39 million (+16%). 
 
 
Specialised social services attended to 9% of people aged 65 and over 
 
Residential services, day care centres and home care, formed the nucleus of social services care 
for the elderly. 
 
With 15,559 places on offer, there was coverage of 4 places per 100 elderly people aged 65 and 
over. The availability of places, following the trend of recent years, increased by 3.6% due to the 
creation of 600 new ones. 36% of residential places were offered by publicly-run centres. 
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A total of 17,964 elderly people were cared for in their own home (5 per 100 elderly people), 
accounting for 90% of users of the home care service. Compared to 2004, the number of users 
rose by 5%.  
 
Total expenditure on this service was 63.6 million euros (8% more than the previous year) meaning 
an average annual cost of 3,137 euros per user and was mainly funded by the public sector (90%).  
 
Table 2: Evolution and distribution of expenditure by tuy 
 

2005 2004 Δ% 05/04

Expenditure (thousand current 
Euros)

1.297.642 1.196.320 8,5

General population 474.183 458.008 3,5
- Transfers to families 271.013 265.593 2,0

Infancy-Youth 41.427 38.221 8,4
- Homes 30.328 29.048 4,4

The Aged 391.759 345.852 13,3
- Homes 338.724 296.983 14,1

Differently abled 317.092 286.076 10,8
- Homes 56.351 43.533 29,4
- Occupational Centres and C.E.E (1) 202.545 189.707 6,8

Women 8.782 6.446 36,2
Marginalized 64.398 61.717 4,3

(1) Special Job Centres  
 
Source: EUSTAT 
 
 
 
For further information: 
Euskal Estatistika-Erakundea / Instituto Vasco de Estadística 
C/ Donostia-San Sebastian, 1  01010 Vitoria-Gasteiz 
Tel:+34-945-01 75 00  Fax:+34-945-01 75 01  E-mail: eustat@eustat.es
Contact: Maite Ugarte 
Tel:+34-945-01 75 47  Fax:+34-945-01 75 01  
Press releases on the Internet: www.eustat.es
Data base: www.eustat.es/bancopx/spanish/indice.asp
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