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Exports from the A.C. of the Basque Country 
grew by 16.7% in the third quarter of 2006 

 
 
Imports achieved nominal growth of 17.6% in the same inter-annual 
period  
 
Exports from the A.C. of the Basque Country registered 16.7% nominal growth in the 
third quarter of 2006, according to EUSTAT data. The total came to 3,876.9 million 
euros compared to 3,321.4 million seen in the third quarter of 2005. Exports for the first 
nine months of 2006 totalled 12,140.2 million euros with an inter-annual growth rate in 
this third quarter of 16.8% in relation to the same period from a year earlier, practically 
maintaining the evolution rate achieved in the first quarter (16.9%).  
 
Total imports in this third quarter showed 17.6% inter-annual growth, coming to a total 
of 4,213.9 million euros, while a year earlier this figure had been 3,584.4 million. Total 
imports for the first three quarters of the year came to 12,627.4 million euros, meaning 
18.0% inter-annual growth, in line with the evolution rate from the first quarter of the 
present year (18.2%).  
 
Evolution of foreign trade of the A.C. of the Basque Country. Third quarter 2005-
2006. Thousands of euros. 
 

EXPORTS IMPORTS

2005 2006 2005 2006
A.C. OF THE BASQUE COUNTRY

TOTAL 3.321.442 3.876.948 16,7 3.584.426 4.213.978 17,6
MINERAL AND ENERGY PRODUCTS 204.719 385.358 88,2 1.247.970 1.570.355 25,8
NON-ENERGY PRODUCTS 3.116.723 3.491.589 12,0 2.336.456 2.643.623 13,1

ALAVA/ARABA
TOTAL 922.523 1.049.665 13,8 610.798 620.846 1,6
MINERAL AND ENERGY PRODUCTS 1.176 1.754 49,2 11.104 10.284 -7,4
NON-ENERGY PRODUCTS 921.347 1.047.910 13,7 599.694 610.562 1,8

BIZKAIA
TOTAL 1.239.786 1.564.717 26,2 2.231.254 2.729.219 22,3
MINERAL AND ENERGY PRODUCTS 198.613 377.339 90,0 1.226.549 1.548.282 26,2
NON-ENERGY PRODUCTS 1.041.173 1.187.378 14,0 1.004.706 1.180.937 17,5

GIPUZKOA
TOTAL 1.159.133 1.262.566 8,9 742.374 863.914 16,4
MINERAL AND ENERGY PRODUCTS 4.930 6.265 27,1 10.317 11.790 14,3
NON-ENERGY PRODUCTS 1.154.203 1.256.301 8,8 732.057 852.124 16,4

July-September
Δ %

July-September
Δ %

 
 
Source: Eustat 
 
As a result of the evolution of exports and imports, the trade deficit in this third quarter 
came to 337.0 million, increasing on the deficit from the third quarter of 2005 by 74 
million. As a result, the coverage rate of exports over imports fell from the figure of 
92.7% a year earlier to 92.0%. The trade deficit for the first nine months of the year 
came to 487.2 million euros. 
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However, non-energy exports exceeded non-energy imports by 848 million in the 
third quarter of 2006, giving a coverage rate of 132%, and the trade surplus of non-
energy products came to 3,023.9 million for the first three quarters of 2006 as a whole. 
 
In the third quarter of 2006, growth of exports whose destination was the European 
Union came to 15.3%, compared to figures from the third quarter of 2005. In terms of 
inter-annual growth and volume the most notable of these were those whose 
destination was Germany (24.9%), Italy (24.6%) and Belgium (39.2%). Those destined 
for France, the main customer in terms of volume, accumulated a 5.8% rise in this third 
quarter. 
 
Imports coming from the European Union grew by 14.5%, while those coming from 
countries supplying energy products increased by 25.8%. 
 
The most important customs duty group, in terms of the value of our exports, 
corresponded to Capital goods, registering a 13.1% increase during this quarter, 
followed by the Metal and manufactured group, which registered a higher growth rate 
of 15.2%. On the other hand, the most important customs duty group among non-
energy imports in this third quarter was Metal and manufactured, which accumulated 
an inter-annual rise of 45.8%, while the second customs duty group in terms of volume, 
Capital goods, fell by 3.7%. Elsewhere, Mineral and energy products, representing 
37.2% of total quarterly imports, achieved 25.8% inter-annual growth.  
 
Growth of exports was highest in Bizkaia, with a 26.2% increase in the third quarter 
and one of 29.3% in the first nine months of the year as a whole. Imports in Bizkaia 
grew by 22.3% in the third quarter, due to the growth of Energy products (26.2%) and 
Metal and manufactured (47.8%). 
 
Exports coming from Gipuzkoa increased in value by 8.9% between July and 
September, buoyed up by the positive evolution of Capital goods (8.5%) and Metal and 
manufactured (11.6%). Imports whose destination was Gipuzkoa grew by 16.4%, 
almost double that of exports. These figures were mainly based on imports of Metal 
and manufactured (42.5%) and Capital goods (8.7%). 
 
Exports from Álava in this third quarter grew by 13.8%, led by the inter-annual rise of 
Capital goods (20.3%) and more specifically by the excellent performance of Transport 
material (32.4%). Imports showed a slight increase of 1.6%, as a result of the dramatic 
fall of Transport material (-28.8%) even though there were rises for other imports such 
as Metal and manufactured (45.9%) and Plastics and rubber (25.5%). 
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Foreign trade of the A.C. of the Basque Country. (Trend) Foreign trade of the A.C. of the Basque Country. (Trend) 
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Source: Eustat 
 
 
For further information: 
Euskal Estatistika-Erakundea / Instituto Vasco de Estadística 
C/ Donostia-San Sebastián, 1  01010 Vitoria-Gasteiz 
Tel:+34-945-01 75 00  Fax:+34-945-01 75 01  E-mail: eustat@eustat.es
Contact: Patxi Garrido 
Tel:+34-945-01 75 13  Fax:+34-945-01 75 01  
Press releases on the Internet: www.eustat.es
Data bank: www.eustat.es/bancopx/spanish/indice.asp
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