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SURVEY ON THE INFORMATION SOCIETY -ESI- Primary Sector. 2005

The primary sector in the A.C. of the Basque
Country is barely equipped in information
Technology due to excessive atomization

However, establishments with 10 or more employees in the primary sector
achieved an important improvement in ICT equipment in 2005 with regard
to 2003

The small size of most primary sector establishments (98.5% of establishments have 2
or fewer employees) in the A.C. of the Basque Country conditions the availability of
ICT—Information and Communications Technology equipment — mostly, according to
Eustat data.

The percentages that primary sector establishments reach in the availability of this
technology are at some distance from the rest of the sectors in the Basque economy,
except in the case of mobile phones, where 30.2% of the companies in this sector have
one, the level is low for the rest of basic equipment, in the use of computers (4.9%),
and the availability of email (3.9%) or access to the Internet (4.1%). Companies that
have a Web page, moreover, are practically inexistent, as only 0.5% are present on the
web.

Table 1: Establishments by information Technology equipment according to the
economic sector, employment stratum and year. (%)

Personal Computer Email Internet Mobile phone Web page
2005 2003 2005 2003 2005 2003 2005 2003 2005 2003
Total
Primary Sector 4,9 55 3,9 3,4 4,1 3,6 30,2 32,1 0,5 0,4
Industry 77,8 70,6 64,9 52,8 66,2 57,0 81,0 75,0 26,4 21,6
Construction 64,2 52,1 38,6 28,9 48,8 37,5 93,2 85,6 9,5 7,2
Services 68,4 60,1 53,1 44,0 56,8 46,1 68,2 58,5 20,8 17,4
10 or more employees
Primary Sector 89,0 75,4 59,3 29,8 47,8 26,7 99,3 83,9 7,4 10,8
Industry 97,7 95,7 95,4 89,0 95,7 91,0 94,5 90,4 58,0 51,7
Construction 96,9 95,2 88,0 87,4 93,5 89,4 95,7 95,7 34,8 30,4
Services 97,6 96,7 92,5 87,4 91,6 86,3 80,6 72,6 72,1 63,0

Source: Eustat

However, if we take into account the size of establishments, a variable which
introduces an essential element of differentiation, establishments with 10 or more
employees reach considerably higher figures, between 99.3% for those with mobile
phones and 47.8% for those with access to the Internet, in addition to 59.3% with email
and 89.0% availability of a computer.

We can also see that if for the whole of the companies the figures for equipment

reached in 2005 are very similar to those obtained in 2003, for establishments with 10
or more employees the improvement registered in this period was significant.
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In the primary sector, fishing enterprises have more ICT equipment than
agricultural companies

Finally, we should point out that in the primary sector the percentages obtained are
very different if we separate agricultural from fishing companies, the latter reaching
much higher levels of equipment. However, this data practically does not affect the total
for the sector, as agricultural companies represent 99.1% of the total.

Thus, while in the agricultural sector the availability of Technology reaches very low
percentages, which vary from 29.6% for mobile phones to 3.6% for email, with 4.3% in
computers and 3.8% in Internet, among fishing companies these percentages rise to
91.3% for the mobile phone, 35.2% for email, 64.0% for computers and 28.2% for the
Internet.

Graph 1: Establishments by ICT equipment according to activity sectors. (%)

100
90
80
70
60
50
40
30
20

10
0 — — —

Personal Computer Email Internet Mobile phone

Primary M Agriculture Fishing

Source: Eustat

Although we should take into account that these differences are not only due to the
different social activity, but once again reflect the size of the businesses. While in the
agricultural sector practically all the establishments have fewer than 10 employees, in
the fishing sectors they are much more widely spread among companies with fewer
than 10 employees and those with 10 or more.
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