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Gipuzkoa is the province with the most balanced 
regional distribution in the industrial sector  

 
Five of the twenty regions which make up the A.C. of the Basque Country 
account for two thirds of the total employment and the added value of the 
Basque industry.  
 
Gipuzkoa is the province with the most balanced regional distribution according to the 
data estimation carried out by Eustat for Basque industry by regions in 2004. In 
Gipuzkoa the concentration of industry within certain regions is considerably less 
marked than in the other two provinces. In fact, five of the seven regions in the 
province each represent, either in terms of employment or in added value, more than 
10% of the provincial total. The following regions, in diminishing order, stand out for 
their industrial share: Donostia-San Sebastián, Alto Deba, Goierri, Urola Costa and 
Bajo Deba. 
 
At the opposite extreme, is Alava, where almost two thirds of the added industrial value 
(specifically 63.5%) is concentrated in the Llanada Alavesa, while the regions of the 
Montaña Alavesa or the Valles Alaveses only account for 0.5% and 3.9%, respectively. 
The three remaining regions - Cantábrica Alavesa, Rioja Alavesa and Estribaciones del 
Gorbea- do have some industrial clout, accounting for 12.9%, 11.0% and 8.1% 
respectively. 
 
There is also a heavy regional concentration of  industry in Bizkaia, where  82.0% of 
industry is found in two regions, Gran Bilbao (61.9%) and Duranguesado (20.1%), 
whereas none of the other regions reach 5.0% of total industrial activity for the 
province. The third most important region in industrial terms is Plentzia-Mungia which 
accounts for 4.8% of the added industrial value of this province.   
 
Gran Bilbao, Llanada Alavesa, Donostia-San Sebastián together account for more than 
half of the added industrial value (50.7%) of the A.C. of the Basque Country and 
represent 47.3% of employed people in Basque industry. If we add the regions of 
Duranguesado and Alto Deba, the next ranking industrial regions, the concentration of 
added value and personnel employed reaches 66.6% and 64.3%, respectively, 
representing almost two thirds of all industry for both measurements. 
 
Industry in the A.C. of Euskadi underwent a nominal increase of 9.1% in 2004 and this 
average growth has been topped by four of the six regions in Alava: Rioja Alavesa 
(29.1%), Estribaciones del Gorbea (21.8%), Valles Alaveses (16.2%) and Llanada 
Alavesa (14.0%); with the remaining regions also returning positive figures. In Bizkaia 
only two regions were over the average figure, Gran Bilbao with 9.8% and 
Encartaciones with 9.3%; industry in the region of Gernika-Bermeo fell by 1.3%. 
Finally, also in Guipúzcoa the number of regions registering above average figures was 
also two, with Goierri and Alto Deba returning increases in added value of 21.4% and 
9.4% respectively. There was also a negative result in this province in the region of 
Bajo Deba, measured at -0.8%. 
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 ESTADISTICA INDUSTRIAL 2004  

  

EUSKAL  ESTATISTIKA  ERAKUNDEA 
INSTITUTO VASCO DE ESTADÍSTICA 

2003 2004  04/03 2003 2004  04/03

A.C.of the Basque Country 248.922 251.179 0,9 13.371.649 14.588.107 9,1

Alava 49.019 49.605 1,2 2.747.477 3.163.954 15,2
Valles Alaveses 1.953 2.009 2,9 106.061 123.291 16,2
Llanada Alavesa 31.912 31.866 -0,1 1.763.392 2.010.389 14,0
Montaña Alavesa 294 324 10,2 14.211 15.434 8,6
Rioja Alavesa 4.042 4.255 5,3 270.594 349.203 29,1
Estribaciones del Gorbea 3.949 4.182 5,9 210.776 256.697 21,8
Cantábrica Alavesa 6.869 6.969 1,5 382.443 408.940 6,9

Bizkaia 104.619 104.416 -0,2 5.561.854 6.018.371 8,2
Arratia-Nervión 5.021 4.879 -2,8 259.622 262.221 1,0
Gran Bilbao 61.312 60.993 -0,5 3.395.279 3.726.726 9,8
Duranguesado 21.736 22.120 1,8 1.113.048 1.206.729 8,4
Encartaciones 2.139 2.157 0,8 155.544 170.002 9,3
Gernika-Bermeo 4.612 4.628 0,3 199.627 196.979 -1,3
Markina-Ondarroa 4.056 4.004 -1,3 167.664 169.428 1,1
Plentzia-Mungia 5.743 5.635 -1,9 271.070 286.286 5,6

Gipuzkoa 95.284 97.158 2,0 5.062.318 5.405.782 6,8
Bajo Bidasoa 5.602 5.784 3,2 231.525 233.024 0,6
Bajo Deba 10.643 10.732 0,8 482.471 478.485 -0,8
Alto Deba 20.091 20.537 2,2 1.013.516 1.109.205 9,4
Donostia-San Sebastián 25.508 25.963 1,8 1.591.077 1.662.224 4,5
Goierri 13.233 13.761 4,0 682.139 827.881 21,4
Tolosa 8.185 8.131 -0,7 442.768 450.386 1,7
Urola Costa 12.022 12.250 1,9 618.822 644.578 4,2

Personnel employed Gross added value at factor cost

With regard to changes in employment in 2004 it can be seen that there were moderate 
increases with total growth of 0.9%. All the regions in Alava had positive growth figures 
with the exception of the Llanada Alavesa. In Gipuzkoa, only Tolosa registered a fall 
with respect to 2003. As regards Bizkaia, there are four regions which suffered 
setbacks in terms of industrial employment: Arratia-Nervión, Gran Bilbao, Markina-
Ondarroa and Plentzia-Mungia. 
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Source: Eustat 
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